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PRINCE OF. ABISSINIA, 


W e 
DESCRIPTION OF A PALACE IN A 
Re VALLEY, 


E who liſten with credulity to the 
whiſpers of fancy, and perſue 


with eagerneſs the phantoms of hope; 
who expect that age will perform the 


promiſes of youth, and that the defi- 
ciencies of the preſent day will be ſup- 


plied by the morrow; attend to the 
hiſtory of Raſſelas prince of Abiſſinia. 


B Raſſelas 
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Raſſelas was the fourth ſon of the 
mighty emperour, in whoſe dominions 
the Father of Waters begins his courſe; 
whoſe bounty pours down the ſtreams 
of plenty, and ſcatters over half the 
world the harveſts of Egypt. 


According to the cuſtom which has 
deſcended from age to age among the 


monarchs of the torrid zone, Raſlelas 
was confined in a private palace, with 


the other ſons and daughters of Abiſſi- 


nian royalty, till the order of ſucceſſion 
ſhould call him to the throne. 


The place, which the wiſdom or 
policy of antiquity had deſtined for 
the reſidence of the Abiſſinian princes, 
was a ſpacious valley in the kingdom 
of Amhara, ſurrounded on every ſide 


by mountains, of which the ſummits 
overhang 


AED 
1 
2 
1 
. 


overhang the middle part. The only 
paſſage, by which it could be entered, 
was a cavern that paſſed under a rock, 
of which it has long been diſputed 
whether it was the work of nature or of 
human induſtry. The outlet of the 


cavern was concealed by a thick wood, 


and the mouth which opened into the 
valley was cloſed with gates of iron, 
forged by the artificers of ancient days, 
ſo maſly that no man could without the 
help of engines open or ſhut them. 


From the mountains on every ſide, 


rivulets deſcended that filled all the 


valley with verdure and fertility, and 
formed a lake in the middle inhabited 
by fiſh of every ſpecies, and frequented 
by every fow! whom nature has taught 
to dip the wing in water, This lake 
diſcharged its ſuperfluities by a ſtream 
4 B 2 which 
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which entered a dark cleft of the moun- 
tain on the northern ſide, and fell with 
dreadful noiſe from precipice to preci- 
pice till it was heard no more. 


The ſides of the mountains were co- 
vered with trees, the banks of the 
brooks were diverſified with flowers; 
every blaſt ſhook ſpices from the rocks, 
and every month dropped fruits upon 
the ground. All animals that bite the 
graſs, or brouſe the ſhrub, whether 
wild or tame, wandered in this exten- 


five circuit, ſecured from beaſts of prey 
by the mountains which confined them. 


On one part were flocks and herds 
feeding in the paſtures, on another all 
the beaſts of chaſe friſking in the 


[lawns ; the ſprightly kid was bounding 


on the rocks, the ſubtle monkey fro- 


licking in the trees, and the ſolemn 
elephant 
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elephant repoſing in the ſnade. All the 
diverſities of the world were brought 
together, the bleſſings of nature were 
collected, and its evils extracted and 
excluded. 


Fhe volley. wide and fruitful, ſup- 
plied its inhabitants with the necena- 


ries of life, and all delights and ſuper- 
fluities were added at the annual viſit 
which the emperour paid his children, 
when the iron gate was opened to the 
ſound of muſick; and during eight 
days every one that reſided in the val- 
ley was required to propoſe whatever 
might contribute to make ſecluſion 
pleaſant, to fill up the vacancies of at- 
tention, and leſſen the tediouſnefs of 
time. Every deſire was immediately 
granted. All the artificers of pleaſure 
were called to gladden the feſtivity; 

B 3 1 
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the muſicians exerted the power of har- 
mony, and the dancers ſhewed their 
activity before the princes, in hope 
that they ſhould paſs their lives in this 
bliſsful captivity, to which thoſe only 
were admitted whofo perfuruatce WAS 
thought able to add novelty to luxury. 
Such was the appearance of ſecurity 
and delight which this retirement af- 
forded, that they, to whom it was new, 
always deſired that it might be perpe- 
tual; and as thoſe, on whom the iron 
gate had once cloſed, were never ſuf- 


i fered to return, the effect of longer 
experience could not be known. Thus 
l "HP every year produced new ſchemes of 
i delight, and new competitors for im- 
if priſonment. 

1 The palace ſtood on an eminence 
ii raiſed about thirty paces above the ſur- 
1 n ; 15 face 
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face of the lake. It was divided into 
many ſquares or courts, built with 
greater or leſs magnificence, according 
to the rank of thoſe for whom they 
were deſigned. The roofs were turned 
into arches of maſſy ſtone joined by a 
cement that grew harder by time, and 
the building ſtood from century to 
century deriding the ſolſtitial rains and 
equinoctial hurricanes, without need of 
reparation. 

This houſe, which was ſo large as to 
be fully known to none but ſome an- 
cient officers who ſucceſſively inherited 
the ſecrets of the place, was built as if 
ſuſpicion herſelf had dictated the plan. 
To every room there was an open and 
ſecret paſſage, every ſquare had a com- 
munication with the reſt, either from 
the upper ſtories by private galleries, 

| B 4 or 
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or by ſubterranean paſſages from the 
lower apartments. Many of the co- 


lumns had unſuſpected cavities, in 


which a long race of monarchs had 
repoſited their treaſures. They then 
cloſed up the opening with marble, 


which was never to be removed but in 


the utmoſt exigencies of the kingdom; 
and recorded their accumulations in a 
book which was itſelf concealed in a 
tower not entered but by the emperour, 
attended by the prince who ſtood next 
in ſucceſſion. 
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CM 


THE DISCONTENT OF RASSELAS IN THE 
HAPPY VALLEY, 


|. (gn the ſons and daughters of 

Abiſſinia lived only to know the 
ſoft viciſſitudes of pleaſure and repoſe, 
attended by all that were ſkilful to de- 
light, and gratified with whatever the 
ſenſes can enjoy. They wandered in 
| gardens of fragrance, and ſlept in the 
fortreſſes of ſecurity. Every art was 
practiſed to make them pleaſed with 
their own condition. The ſages who 
inſtructed them, told them of nothing 
but the miſeries of publick life, and 
deſcribed all beyond the mountains as 
regions of calamity, where difeord was 
always raging, and where man preyed 
upon man. | 
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To heighten their opinion of their 

own felicity, they were daily enter- 
tained with ſongs, the ſubject of which 
was the happy valley. Their appetites 
were excited by frequent enumerations 
of different enjoyments, and revelry 
and merriment was the buſineſs of 
every hour from the dawn of morning 
to the cloſe of even. 
- Theſe methods were generally fac- 
ceſsful; few of the princes had ever 
wiſhed to enlarge their bounds, but 
paſſed their lives in full conviction 
that they had all within their reach that 
art or nature could beſtow, and pitied 
thoſe whom fate had excluded from this 
ſeat of tranquillity, as the ſport of 
chance and the ſlaves of miſery. 


Thus they role in the morning and 
lay down at night, pleaſed with each 
| bother 
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other and with themſelves, all but 
Raſſelas, who in the twenty- ſixth year 
of his age began to withdraw himſelf 
from their paſtimes and aſſemblies, 
and to delight in ſolitary walks and 
ſilent meditation. He often ſat before 
tables covered with luxury, and forgot 
to taſte the dainties that were placed 
before him; he roſe abruptly in the 
midſt of the ſong, and haſtily retired 
beyond the ſound of muſick. His at- 
tendants obſerved the change, and en- 
deavoured to renew his love of plea- 
ſure: he neglected their officiouſneſs, 
repulſed their invitations, and ſpent , 
day after day on the banks of rivulets- 
ſheltered with trees, where he ſome- 
times liſtened to the birds in the 
branches, ſometimes obſerved the fiſh 
playing in the ſtream; and anon caft 
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his eyes upon the paſtures and moun- 
tains filled with animals, of which 
ſome were biting the herbage, and 
ſome ſleeping among the buſhes. 


This ſingularity of his humour made 
him much obſerved, One of the Sages, 
in whoſe converſation he had formerly 
delighted, followed him ſecretly, in 
hope of diſcovering the cauſe of his 
diſquiet. Raſſelas, who knew not that 
any one was near him, having for ſome 
time fixed his eyes upon the goats that 
| were brouſing among the rocks, began 
to compare their condition with his 
own. e Fl 


cc What,” ſaid he, cc makes the 
difference between man and all the 
reſt of the animal creation? Every 


beaſt that ſtrays beſide me has the 
ſame 
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ſame corporal neceſſities with myſelf; 
he is hungry and crops the graſs, he 
is thirſty and drinks the ſtream, his 
thirſt and hunger are appeaſed, he is 
ſatisfied and ſleeps ; he riſes again and 
is hungry, he is again fed and is at reſt. 
J am hungry and thirſty like him, but 
when thirſt and hunger ceaſe I am not 
at reſt; I am, like him, pained with 
want, but am not, like him, ſatisfied 
with fulneſs. The intermediate hours 
are tedious and gloomy ; I long again 
to be hungry that I may again quicken 
my attention. The birds peck the 
berries or the corn, and fly away to 
the groves where they fit in ſeeming 
| happineſs on the branches, and waſte 
their lives in tuning one unvaried ſe- 
ries of ſounds. I likewiſe can call the 
lutaniſt and the ſinger, but the ſounds 

that 


R 

that pleaſed me yeſterday weary me to- 
day, and will grow yet more weariſome 
to morrow. I can diſcover within me 
no power of perception which is not 
glutted with its proper pleaſure, yet I 
do not feel myſelf delighted. Man 
furely has ſome latent ſenſe for which 
this place affords no- gratification, or 
he has ſome deſires diſtin& from ſenſe 
which muſt be ſatisfied before he can 
be happy.” 

After this he lifted up his head; and 
ſeeing the moon riſing, walked towards 
the palace. As he paſſed through the 
fields, and ſaw the animals around 
him, «Te, ſaid he, are happy, and 
need not envy me that walk thus among 
you, burdened with th myſelf; nor do I, 


ye gentle beings, envy your felicity ; 


for it 1s not the felicity of man. I 
have 
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have many diſtreſſes from which ye are 
free; I fear pain when I do not feel it; 
I ſometimes ſhrink at evils recollected, 
and ſometimes ſtart at evils antici- 
pated : ſurely the equity of providence 
has balanced Peru ſufferings with 
peculiar enjoyments.“ 


With obſervations like theſe the 
prince amuſed himfelf as he returned, 
uttering them with a plaintive voice, 
yet with a look that diſcovered him to 
feel ſome complacence in his own per- 
ſpicacity, and to receive ſome ſolace of 
the miſeries of life, from conſciouſneſs 
of the delicacy with which he felt, 
and the eloquence with which he be- 
walled them. He mingled cheerfully 
in the diverſions of the evening, and 
all rejoiced to find that his heart was 
lichtened. 


16 | RASSELAS, 


CHE A NI. 


i 


THE WANTS OF HIM THAT WANTS 
NOTHING. 


ON the next day his old inſtructor, 
| imagining that he had now made 
himſelf acquainted with his diſeaſe of 
mind, was in hope of curing it by 
counſel, and officiouſly ſought an op- 
portunity of conference, which the 
prince, having long conſidered him as 
one whoſe intellects were exhauſted, 
was not very willing to afford: “ Why, 
ſaid he, does this man thus intrude 
upon me; ſhall I be never ſuffered to 


forget thoſe lectures which pleaſed only 


while they were new, and to become 
new again muſt be forgotten?” He 
then walked into the wood, and com- 
poſed 
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poſed himſelf to his uſual meditations; 


when before his thoughts had taken 


any ſettled form, he perceived his 


purſuer at his fide, and was at firſt 


prompted by his impatience to go 


haſtily away; but, being unwilling to 


offend a man whom he had once re- 
verenced and ſtill loved, he invited 
him to fit down with him on the bank. 


The old man thus encouraged, be- 
gan to lament the change which had 


been lately obſerved in-the prince, and 
to enquire why he ſo often retired from 


the pleaſures of the palace, to loneli- 
neſs and filence. I fly from pleaſure, 
ſaid the prince, becauſe pleaſure has 
ceaſed to pleaſe; I am lonely becauſe 
I am miſerable, and am unwilling to 
cloud with my preſence the happineſs 
of others.“ © You, Sir, ſaid the ſage, 

are 


18 n 
are the firſt who has complained of 
miſery in the happy valley. I hope to 
| convince you that your complaints 
have no real cauſe. You are here in 
full poſſeſſion of all that the emperour 
of Abiſſinia can beſtow ; here is neither 
labour to be endured nor danger to be 
dreaded, yet here is all that labour or 
danger can procure or purchaſe. Look. 
round and tell me which of your wants 
is without ſupply: if you want nothings 
how are you unhappy FT 
N That I- want nothing, ſaid the 
prince, or that I know not what I 
want, is the cauſe of my complaint; 
ITE had any known want, I ſhould 
have a certain wiſh ; that wiſh would ; 
excite endeavour, and 1 ſhould not 
then repine to ſee the fun move ſo 


lowly towards the weſtern mountain, 
or 
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or lament when the day breaks and 
ſleep will no longer hide me from my- 
ſelf. When I fee the kids and the 
lambs chaſing one another, I fancy 
that I ſhould be happy if I had ſome- 
thing to perſue. But, poſſeſſing all 
that I can want, I find one day and 
one hour exactly like another, except 
that the latter is ſtill more tedious than 
the former. Let your experience in- 
form me how the day may now ſeem as 
ſhort as in my childhood, while nature 
was yet freſh, and every moment ſhew- 
ed me what I never had obſerved be- 
fore. I have already enjoyed too 
much; give me ſomething to deſire.” 
The old man was ſurpriſed at this 
new ſpecies of affliction, and knew not 
what to reply, yet was unwilling to be 


filent, Sir, ſaid he, if you had ſeen 
OL oy a cke 
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the miſeries of the world, you would. 
know how to value your preſent ſtate.” 

© Now, ſaid the prince, you have 

given me ſomething to deſire; I ſhall 

long to ſee the miſeries of the world, 

fince the fight of them is neceſſary to 

happineſs.” 7; 
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ES IF. 


THE PRINCE CONTINUES 10 GRIEVE 
AND MUSE, 


T this time the ſound of muſick 
proclaimed the hour of repaſt, 
and the converſation was concluded. 
The old man went away ſufficiently 
diſcontented, to find that his reaſon- 
| ings had produced the only concluſion 
which they were intended to prevent. 
But in the decline of life ſhame and 
orief are of ſhort duration ; whether it 
. be that we bear eaſily what we have 
born long, or that, finding ourſelves 
in age leſs regarded, we leſs regard 
others; or, that, we look with ſlight 
regard upon affliftions, to which we 
know that the hand of death is about 
to put an end. 

The 
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The prince, whoſe views were ex- 


tended to a wider ſpace, could not 
ſpeedily quiet his emotions. He had 


been before terrified at the length of 


life which nature promiſed him, be- 
cauſe he conſidered that in a long time 
much muſt be endured; he now re- 


joiced in his youth, becauſe in many 


years much might be done. 


This firſt beam of hope, that kad 
been ever darted into his mind, re- 


kindled youth in his cheeks, and dou- 


bled the luſtre of his eyes. He was 


fired with the deſire of doing ſome- 


thing, though he knew not yet with 
diſtinctneſs, either end or means. 


He was now no longer gloomy and 
unſocial; but, conſidering himſelf as 


maſter of a ſecret ſtock of happineſs, 


which he could enjoy only by concealing 
I -- 
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it, he affected to be buſy in all ſchemes 
of diverſion, and endeavoured to make 
others pleaſed with the ſtate of which he 
himſelf was weary. But pleaſures ne- 
ver can be ſo multiplied or continued, 
as not to leave much of life unemploy- 
ed; there were many hours, both of the 
night and day, which he could ſpend 
without ſuſpicion in ſolitary thought. 
The load of life was much lightened: 
he went eagerly into the aſſemblies, be- 
cauſe he ſuppoſed the frequeney of his 
preſence neceſſary to the ſucceſs of his 
purpoſes; he retired gladly to privacy, 
becauſe he had now a ad of 
thought. | | 

His chief amuſement was to picture 
to himſelf that world which he had 
never ſeen; to place himſelf in various 


conditions; to be entangled in ima- 
ginary 


24 RA 88 ELA, 
ginary difficulties, and to be engaged 
in wild adventures: but his benevo- 
lence always terminated his projects in 
the relief of diſtreſs, the detection of 
fraud, the defeat of oppreſſion, and che 
diffuſion of happineſs. | 

Thus paſſed twenty months of. ths : 


life of Raſſelas. He buſied himſelf ſo 


jintenſely in viſionary buſtle, that he 
forgot his real ſolitude; and, amidſt 
hourly preparations for the various in 
cidents of human affairs, neglected to 
conſider by what means he ſhould 
mingle with mankind. 


One day, as he was ſitting on a bank, 
he feigned to himſelf an orphan virgin 
robbed of her little portion by a treach- 
erous lover, and crying after him for 
reſtitution and redreſs. So ftrongly was 
the image impreſſed upon his mind, 

. that 
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chat he ſtarted up in the maid's defence, 
and run forward to ſeize the plunderer 

1 with all the eagerneſs of real purſuit. 
WT Fear naturally quickens the flight of 
| guilt. Raſſelas could not catch the 
fugitive with his utmoſt efforts; but, 
S refolving to weary by perſeverance, 
him whom he could not- ſurpaſs in 
ſpeed, he preſſed on till the foot of the 
mountain ſtopped his courſe. . 
Here he recollected himſelf, and 
ſmiled at his own uſeleſs impetuoſity. / 
Then raiſing his eyes to the mountain, 
© This, ſaid he, is the fatal obſtacle 
that hinders at once the enjoyment of 
pleaſure, and the exerciſe of virtue. 
How long is it that my hopes and 
wiſhes have flown beyond this bound- 
| ary of my life, which yet I-never have 
| attempted to furmount! ?! e 
El „ Serbe 
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Struck with this reflection, he ſat 
down to muſe; and remembered, that 
ſince he firſt reſolved to eſcape from 


his confinement, the ſun had paſſed 


twice over him in his annual courſe. 


He now felt a degree of regret with 
which he had never been before ac- 


quainted, He conſidered how much 
might have been done in the time 


which had paſſed, and left nothing real 


behind it. He compared twenty 


months with the life of man. „ In 


life, ſaid he, is not to be counted the 


ignorance of infancy, or imbecility of 
age. We are long before we are able. 


to think, and we ſoon ceaſe from the 
power of acting. The true period of 


human exiſtence may be reaſonably 


eſtimated at forty years, of which I 


have muſed away the four and twentieth 
part. 
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'Y part. What I have loſt was certain, 
for I have certainly poſſeſſed it; but 
of twenty months to come Who can 
aſſure me?“ 


The conſciouſneſs of his own folly 
pierced him deeply, and he was long 
before he could be reconciled to him- 
ſelf, The reſt of my time, ſaid he, 
has been loſt by the crime or folly of 
my anceſtors, and the abſurd inſtitu- 
tions of my country; I remember it 
with diſguſt, yet without remorſe : but 
the months that have paſſed ſince new 
light darted into my ſoul, ' ſince I 
formed a ſcheme of reaſonable felicity, 
| have been ſquandered by my own 
fault. I have loſt that which can ne- 
ver be reſtored: J have feen the ſun 
riſe and ſet for twenty months, an idle 
gazer on the light of heaven: In this 

. time 
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time the birds have left the neſt of 
their mother, and committed them- 
ſelves to the woods and to the ſkies: 
the kid has forſaken the teat, and 
learned by degrees to climb the rocks 
in queſt of independent ſuſtenance. I 
only have made no advances, but am 
ſtill helpleſs and ignorant. The moon, 
by more , than twenty changes, admo- 
| niſhed me of the flux of life; the ſtream 
| hat rolled before my feet upbraided 
Wo. my inactivity. I ſat feaſting on intel- 
| lectual luxury, regardleſs alike of the 
| | examples of the earth, and the in- 
1 ſtructions of the planets. Twenty 
ö months are paſſed, who ſhall reſtore 

them ? nt 
| Theſe Conia 1 faſtened 
upon his mind ; he paſſed four months 
in reſolving to loſe no more time in 
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idle reſolves, and was awakened to 


more vigorous exertion, by hearing a 


maid, who had broken a porcelain 
cup, remark, that what cannot be re- 
paired is not to be regretted. 

This was obvious; and Raſſelas re- 
proached himſelf that he had not diſ- 
covered it, having not known, or not 


conſidered, how many uſeful hints are 


obtained by chance, and how often 
the mind, hurried by her own ardour 


to diſtant- views, neglects the truths 


that lie open before her. He, for a 
few hours, regretted his regret, and 
from that time bent his whole mind 
upon the means of eſcaping Top the 
ver of e 5 


—- 4. 


1 
+48 
- 
* 
1 
£ : 
+3) 
37H 
4 £2 
2 
7 
„ 
4 
1 
- 
* 
4 1 
1 
14 
$311 
4 
T7 
EIT 
$4 
"I 
28 
'L 
Fi : 
1 
578 
15 
4 
1 
* 
| 7 
[8 
3+ 
> 4 
TY 
* 
RE; 
"4 
+82] 
1 
WY | 
f 
"4 { 
B 
7 
5 
4 +4 
2 
4 
j 
Ly 
: 


— 


— 2 — ä * 
* 2 pt 


— Y 
E „„ 


2 ĩ 2 ·˙ ẽᷣ 
— * =s 


— m 
—— — — 


— 


Qs — a = 
CR TN OE CE eee a ie ES 
1 


— —— 


r — — 


r 
— 

b — . 

— ———ñůꝛů —AÄ—ů—ů— — 


2 


PT Te — — — 
—— — — 


— OE. 
2 


— oe 


— 1 


. . — —·1 . F 
* . 
D * r 
e * * 2 — 
. —— — 2 ——ůů 
7 


N — ö N * 8 3 
J 


„„ 


n 


„ 
p 1 n * —_— ä 


| 
| 
; 
| 


30 Ass EE AS, 


CHAP, v. 


THE PRINCE MEDITATES HIS ESCAPE. 


E now found that it would be 

very difficult to effect that which 
it was very eaſy to ſuppoſe effected. 
When he looked round about him, he 
ſaw himſelf confined by the bars of na- 
ture which had never yet been broken, 
and by the gate, through which none 
that once had paſſed it were ever able 
to return. He was now impatient as 
an eagle in a grate. He paſſed week 
after week in clambering the moun- 
tains, to ſee if there was any aperture 
which the buſhes might conceal, but 
found all the ſummits inacceſſible by 
their prominence. The iron gate he 
deſpaired to open; for it was not only 

ſecured 
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ſecured with all the power of art, but 
was always watched by ſucceſlive ſen- 
tinels, and was by its poſition expoſed 
to the perpetual obſervation of all the 
inhabitants. : 

He then examined the cavern through 


which the waters of the lake were diſ- 


charged; and, looking down at a time 


when the ſun ſhone ſtrongly upon its 


mouth, he diſcovered it to be full of 
broken rocks, which, though they per- 
mitted the ſtream to flow th rough many 


.narrow paſſages, would ſtop any body 


of ſolid bulk. He returned diſcou- 
raged and dejected; but, having now 


| known the bleſſing of hopes” reopens 


never to deſpair. 
In theſe fruitleſs ſearches he ak 
ten months. The time, however, 


paſſed cheerfully away : in the morn- 
C4 ing 
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ing he roſe with new hope, in the even- 
ing applauded his own diligence, and 
in the night ſlept ſound after his fa- 
tigue. He met a thouſand amuſements 


which beguiled his labour, and diver- 


ſified his thoughts. He diſcerned the 


various inſtincts of animals, and pro- 


perties of plants, and found the place 


replete with wonders, of which he pur- 


poſed to ſolace himſelf with the con- 
templation, if he ſhould never be able 
to accompliſh his flight; rejoicing that 
his endeavours, though yet unſucceſſ- 
ful, had ſupplied him with a ſource.of 
W a enquiry. 


But his original curioſity was {ot yet 
ae he reſolved to obtain ſome 


knowledge of the ways of men. His 


wiſh {till continued, but his hope grew 


leſs. He ceaſed to ſurvey any longer 
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the walls of his priſon, and ſpared to 


3 | ſearch by new toils for interſtices which 
| E he knew could not be found, yet deter- 
mined to keep his deſign always in 
view, and lay hold on any expedient 


chat time ſhould offer. 
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CHAP. VI. 


A DISSERTATION ON THE ART OF 
| FLYING, 


Ao the artiſts that had been 

allured into the happy valley, to 
labour for the accommodation and 
pleaſure of its inhabitants, was a man 


eminent for his knowledge of the me- 


chanick powers, who had contrived 


many engines both of uſe and recre- 


ation. By a wheel, which the ſtream 
turned, he forced the water into a 
tower, whence it was diſtributed to all 


the apartments of the palace. He 


erected a pavilion in the g-rden, 
around which he kept the air always 


cool by artificial ſhowers. One of the 
groves, appropriated to the ladies, was 


ventilated 


- M0 
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ventilated by fans, to which the rivulet 
that run through it gave a conſtant 
motion; and inſtruments of ſoft mu- 
ſick were placed at proper diſtances, of 
which ſome played by the impulſe of 
the wind, and ſome by the power of 
the ſtream. 


This artiſt was ſometimes viſited by 
Raſſelas, who was pleaſed with every 
kind of knowledge, imagining that the 
time would come when all his acqui- 
ſitions ſhould be of uſe to him in the 
open world. He came one day to 
amuſe himſelf in his uſual manner, and 
found the maſter buſy in building a 
failing. chariot: he ſaw that the deſign 
was practicable upon a level ſurface, 
and with expreſſions of great eſteem ſo- 
licited its completion. The workman 

Was 3 to find himſelf ſo much re- 
| C6 - . garded 
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garded by the prince, and reſolved 
to gain yet higher honours. Sir, 
faid he, you have ſeen but a ſmall part 
bf what the mechanick ſciences can 
perform. I have been long of opinion, 
that inſtead of the tardy conveyance of 
ſhips and chariots, man might uſe the 


ſwifter migration of wings; that the 


fields of air are open to knowledge, 
and that only ignorance and idleneſs 


need crawl upon the ground.“ 
This hint rekindled the | bed 
deſire of paſſing the mountains; having 


ſeen what the mechaniſt had already 


performed, he was willing to fancy that 
he could do more; yet reſolved to en- 
quire further, before he ſuffered hope 
10 afflict him by diſappointment. „1 


am afraid, ſaid he to the artiſt, that 


your imagination prevails over your 
| {kill, 
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ſkill, and that you now tell me rather 
what you wiſh, than what you know. 
Every animal has his element aſſigned 
him; the birds have the air, and man 
and beaſts the earth.” So, replied 
the mechanift, fiſhes have the water, 
in which yet beaſts can ſwim by na- 
ture, and men by art. He that can 
ſwim needs not deſpair to fly: to ſwim 
is to fly in a groſſer fluid, and to fly is 
to ſwim in a ſubtler. We are only to 
proportion our power of reſiſtance to 
the different denſity of matter through 
which we are to paſs. You will be ne- 
ceſfarily upborn by the air, if you can 
renew any impulſe upon it, faſter than 
the air can recede from the preſſure.” 
« But the exerciſe of ſwimming, 
ſaid the prince, is very laborious; the 


W limbs are ſoon wearied; I am 
afraid 


„ MANZ A3, 

afraid the act of flying will be yet more 
violent, and wings will be of no great 
uſe, unleſs we can fly further than we 
can ſwim.“ 


«© The iber of riſing from 5 
ground, ſaid the artiſt, will be great, 
as we ſee it in the heavier domeſtick 
fowls, but as we mount higher, the 
earth's attraction, and the body's gra- | 
vity, will be gradually diminiſhed, till 
we ſhall arrive at a region where the 
man will float in the air without any 
tendency to fall: no care will then be 
neceſſary but to move forwards, which 
the gentleſt impulſe will effect. You, 
Sir, whoſe curioſity is ſo extenſive, will 
eaſily conceive with what pleaſure a 
philoſopher, furniſhed with wings, and 
hovering in the ſky, would ſee the 
earth, and all its inhabitants, rolling 

beneath 
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beneath him, and preſenting to him 
ſucceſſively, by its diurnal motion, all 
the countries within the ſame parallel. 
How muſt it amuſe che pendent ſpec- 
tator to ſee the moving ſcene of land 
and ocean, cities and deſarts! To ſur- 
vey with equal ſecurity the marts of 
trade, and the fields of battle; moun- 
tains infeſted by barbarians, and fruit- 
ful regions gladdened by plenty, and 
lulled by peace! How eaſily ſhall we 
then trace the Nile through all his paſ- 
ſage; paſs over to diſtant regions, and 
examine the face of nature from one 
extremity of the earth to the other!“ 


« All this, ſaid the prince, is much 
to be deſired; but I am afraid that no 
man will be able to breathe in theſe 
regions of ſpeculation and tranquillity. 
I have been told, that reſpiration is 
"a 
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difficult upon lofty mountains, yet 
from theſe precipices, though ſo high 
as to produce great tenuity of air, it is 
very eaſy to fall: therefore I ſuſpect, 
that from any height, where life can 
be ſupported, there may be danger of 
too quick deſcent.” 


© Nothing, replied the artiſt, will 
ever be attempted, if all- poſſible ob- 
jections muſt be firſt overcome. If 
you will favour my project, I will try 
the firſt flight at my own hazard. 1 
have confidered the ſtructure of all vo- 
lant animals, and find the folding con- 
tinuity of the bat's wings moſt eaſily 
accommodated to the human form. 
Upon this model I ſhall begin my taſk 
to-morrow, and in a year expect to 
tower into the air beyond the malice 
and purſuit of man. But I wil work 
| only 


— 
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only on this condition, that the art 
ſhall not be divulged, and that you 
ſhall not require me to make wings 
for any but ourſelves.” 


50 Why, ſaid Raſſelas, ould you 
envy others fo great an advantage! ? All 
ſkill ought to be exerted for univerſal 
good; every man has owed much to 
others, and ought to repay the Kindneſs 
that he has received.“ | 

ce Tf men were all virtuous, returhed 
the artiſt, I ſhould with great alacrity 
teach them all to fly. But what would 
be the ſecurity of the good, if the bad 
could at pleaſure invade them from the 
ſky? Againſt an army failing through 
the clouds, neither walls, nor moun- 
tains, nor ſeas, could afford any ſe- 
curity. A flight of northern ſavages 
might hover in the wind, and light at 

Once 
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once with irreſiſtible violence upon the 
capital of a fruitful region that was 
rolling under them. Even this valley, 
- the retreat of princes, the abode of 
happineſs, might be violated by the 
ſudden deſcent of ſome of the naked 
nations that ſwarm on the coaſt of the 
ſouthern ſea.” 


The prince promiſed ſecrecy, and 
waited for the performance, not wholly 
hopeleſs of ſucceſs. He viſited the 
work from time to time, obſerved its 
progreſs, and remarked many ingenious 
contrivances to facilitate motion, and 
unite levity with ſtrength. The artiſt 
was every day more certain that he 
ſhould leave vultures and eagles be- 

hind him, and the contagion of his 
confidence ſeized upon the prince. 

In a year the wings were finiſhed, 
and, on a morning appointed, the 
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PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 43 
maker appeared furniſhed for flight on 


a little promontory : he waved his pi- 
nions a while to gather air, then leaped 


from his ſtand, and in an inſtant drop- 
ped into the laxe. His wings, which 
were of no uſe in the air, ſuſtained him 
in the water, and the prince drew him 
to land, half dead with terror and 
vexation. 5 


 RASSELAS, 


CHAP. VII. 


HE PRINCE FINDS A MAN OP 
LEARNING, 


nn prince was not much afflicted 


by this diſaſter, having ſuffered 
himſelf to hope for a happier event, 
only becauſe he had no other means of 


eſcape in view. He ſtill perſiſted in 


his deſign to leave the happy valley by 
the firſt opportunity, 


His imagination was now at a ſtand; 
he had no proſpect of entering into the 
world; and, notwithſtanding all his 
endeavours to ſupport himſelf, difcon- 
tent by degrees preyed upon him, and 
he began again to loſe his thoughts in 
ſadneſs, when the rainy ſeaſon, which 

in 


* N 
Nn . 


Don OY : . , WY F 7 2 8 nme Pn xs, 77 ir En Es W q 
» Fatt . 5 IR. | > pff. hoo oo ode ne ne ee Le dei 2322 EN , 
EEC EN „ 8 4 , Ks OR Er a OBE i ES > IR oe ORs r e N . . 
r = $I IRS NA ES RE OB; 82 ES : 8 n 8 $1 3 . r 3 xc RRE wennn 
VS 5 » F 1 Mong 8 W + he * r n 8 A . n 3 1 PP . 2 : 4 2 * 
8 8 88 +0, os at}, s 1 n £ : Ag. PP E (NP 5 * S 4 SALA TD; $5 de . Ws 0 
F /// V/ ³⁰¹1wꝛ. ů www .’, 3 5 r 
N * Y U c . 1 5 SETS 4 5 i n 3% I 1 2 e DEEDS NED 0 1 4 e CHI 
; ; * 3 4 of r tt ASST ES 8 ee e n : N 1 * 
+ MY PE p80 I 11 INDE WES, ITY, 3 
a 2 W K * * , * 4 * — * 
"On Os * * _ l 
* a * 
n 


Ne op Oe TY 
. * 
r 


— 5 W 8 8 9 
„„ oe. 
—_ F 


Vn OY 
as + x" D 1 1 s * . 2 e calls PIE - „ ae 2c je nan; 2-8 _ 8 
«Ee AO 2004 94S SO FR Rn £45 ets - . — ts; "hs 7 % : 5 4 Werren 0 rr Re RI ot, 8 ä N 1 1 1 — 7 
oe: 8 . NE TI 2277 ͤ „ | a <4 * Roo © N r "4 n /n ͤ Peet PRA CO IO WINS POSH En 2 

5 r 3 wo r - . . IE dt On ES Ne 8 Rn * ens HO 8 wo . WAY 

. Ps b C te Wes ER > Pt ML I 09 F A - 22 - ATR BEI We Sn REES. Mt” e 5 1. RD I EEE n Nd. E "MR L3G 8 , 

Wow BPB o ee ee ee e ee og emen enen 2 —— Ee WC Fg, 

[ . 2 . N : X | W %* OILY bo —IIEE CF ONT SER des. ee wt E PRO, Wan" 
. 2 MTS DO ITE NY pt, bh Wo TORY n 8 3 * N 3 ODER bg 3 3a my 
* „ ot J 16. 05 c EYES FI N 25 2 


r 


2 Ns 5 f Ng ” 
= SPL Rs HOW 2 N "at 


* | 
F bon SD 
r 


princes to domeſtick amuſements, and 


r 
„ 


e e TE a” 


PRINCE OF ABISSINIA, 45 


in theſe countries is periodical, made it 
Inconvenient to wander in the woods, 


The rain continued longer and with 


more violence than had been ever 


known : the clouds broke on the ſur- 


rounding mountains, and the torrents 


ſtreamed into the plain on every ſide, 
till the cavern was too narrow to diſ- 
charge the water. The lake overflowed 
its banks, and all the level of the valley 
was covered with the inundation. The 
eminence, on which the palace was 
built, and fome other ſpots of riſing 
ground, were all that the eye could 


now diſcover. The herds and flocks 
left the paſtures, and both the wild 
beaſts and the tame retreated to the 


mountains. 


This inundation confined all the 


the 


46 RAS E L A'S; 
the attention of Raſſelas was particu- 


larly ſeized by a poem, which Imlac 
rehearſed, upon the various conditions 


of humanity. He commanded the 
poet to attend him in his apartment, 
and recite his verſes a ſecond time; 


then entering into familiar talk, he 


thought himſelf happy in having found 


a man who knew the world ſo well, 
and could ſo ſkilfully paint the ſcenes 
of life. He aſked a thouſand queſtions 
about things, to which, though com- 
mon to all other mortals, his confine- 
ment from childhood had kept him a 
ſtranger, The poet pitied his igno- 
rance, and loved his curioſity, and 
entertained him from day to day with 
novelty and inſtruction, ſo that the 
prince regretted the neceſſity of ſleep, 
and longed till the morning ſhould 
renew his pleaſure, * 
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As they were ſitting together, the 
prince commanded Imlac to relate his 
hiſtory, and to tell by what accident 
he was forced, or by what motive in- 
duced, to cloſe his life in the happy 
valley. As he was going to begin his 
narrative, Raſſelas was called to a con- 
cert, and obliged to reſtrain his curi- 
oſity till the evening. 


R As s E L A 8, 


CH A P. VIII. 


D . 


THE HISTORY OF IMLAC. 


TI cloſe of the day is, in the re- 

gions of the torrid zone, the only 
ſeaſon of diverſion and entertainment, 
and it was therefore midnight before 
the muſick ceaſed, and the princeſſes 
retired. Raſſelas then called for his 
companion, and required him to begin- 
the ſtory of his life. 


ce Sir, ſaid Imlac, my hiſtory will 

not be long: the life that is devoted 
to knowledge paſſes filently away, and 
1s very little diverſified by events, To 
talk in publick, to think in ſolitude, 
to read and to hear, to enquire, and 
anſwer enquiries, is the buſineſs of a 
ſcholar. He wanders about the world 
| | with- 
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XX without pomp or terrour, and is nei- 
ther known nor valued but bun men like 


himſelf. | 
I was born in the kingdom of 


XX Goiama, at no great diſtance from the 


fountain of the Nile. My father was 


Ja wealthy merchant, who traded be- 
tween the inland countries of Africk 
and the ports of the Red Sea. He was 


honeſt, ſrugal, and diligent, but of 


mean ſentiments, and narrow compre- 


henſion: he defired only to be rich, 


and to conceal his riches, leſt he ſhould 


be 73 75 by the governours of the 
province.“ 

43 « Surely, ſaid the prince, my father 
; f | muſt be negligent of his charge, if any 
b man in his dominions dares take that 
W which belongs to another. Does he 


not know that kings are accountable 


IF: for 


- 


50 RA 8 S8 E LA, 
for injuſtice permitted as well as done? 
If I were emperour, not the meaneſt 


of my ſubjects ſhould be oppreſſed with j 


impunity, My blood boils when I am 
told that a merchant durſt not enjoy 
his honeſt gains for fear of loſing them 
by the rapacity of power. Name the 
governour who robbed the people, that 
I may Ts his crimes to the em- 
perour.“ 


« Sir, ſaid Imlac, your ardour is 
the natural effect of virtue animated 
by youth: the time will come when 
you will acquit your father, and per- 
haps hear with leſs impatience of the 
governour. Oppreſſion is, in the Abiſ- 
ſinian dominions, neither frequent nor 
tolerated; but no form of government 
has been yet diſcovered, by which 


cruelty can be wholly prevented. 


Subor- 
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PRINCE Or ABTSSINIA. 5 
Sobordination ſuppoſes power on one 
part, and ſubjection on the other; and 
if power be in the hands of men, it 
will ſometimes be abuſed. The vigi- 
lance of the fupreme magiſtrate may do 
much, but much will ſtill remain un- 
done. He can never know all the 
crimes that are committed, and can 
ſeldom puniſh all that ” knows.” 


« This, ſaid the prince, I do not 
underſtand, but I had rather hear thee 
than diſpute. Continue thy narration.” 


« My father, proceeded Imlac, ori- 
ginally intended that I ſhould have no 
other education, than ſuch as might 
qualify me for commerce; and diſco- 
vering in me great ſtrength of memory, 
and quickneſs of apprehenſion, often 


declared his hope that I ſhould be ſome 
time the richeſt man in Abiflinia.” 


D 2 ” Why, 


32 RASSELAS,, 

« Why, ſaid the prince, did thy fa- 
ther deſire the increaſe of his wealth, 
when it was already greater than he 
durſt diſcover or enjoy? Jam unwil- 
ling to doubt thy veracity, yet incon- 
ſiſtencies cannot both be DIE urn 


ce Inconſiſtencies, anſwered Tmlac, 
cannot both be right, but, imputed to 
man, they may both be true. Yet di- 
verſity is not inconſiſtency. My father 
might expect a time of greater ſecurity, 
However, ſome deſire 1s neceſſary to 
keep life in motion, and he, whoſe real 
wants are ſupplied, muſt admit thoſe 
of fancy.“ 

« This, ſaid the prince, I can in 
ſome meaſure conceive. I repent that 
1 interrupted thee.” 


« With this hope, proceeded "WS 


he ſent me to ſchool; but when I had 
once 
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once found the delight of knowledge, 
and felt the pleaſure of intelligence 
and the pride of invention, I began 
filently to deſpiſe riches, and deter- 
mined to diſappoint the purpoſe of my 
father, whoſe groſſneſs of conception 
raiſed my pity. I was twenty years 
old before his tenderneſs would expoſe 
me to the fatigue of travel; in which 
time I had been inſtructed, by ſuc / 
ceſſive maſters, in all' the literature of 
my native country. As every hour 
taught me ſomething new, I lived in a 
continual courſe of gratifications; but, 
as I advanced towards manhood, I loſt 
much of the reverence with which I 
had been uſed to look on my inſtruc- 
tors; becauſe, when the leſſon was 
ended, I did not find them wiſer or 
better than common men, 
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54 LAGIELKAS.... 
At length my father reſolved to 
initiate me in commerce, and opening 
one of his. ſubterranean treaſuries, 
counted out ten thouſand pieces of 
gold. This, young man, ſaid he, is 
the ſtock with which you muſt nego- 
ciate. I began with leſs than the fifth 
part, and you fee how diligence and 
parſimony have increaſed it. This is 
your own to waſte or to improve. If 
you fquander it by negligence or ca- 
price, you muſt wait for my death be- 
fore you will be rich: if, in four years, 
you double your ſtock, we will thenee- 
forward let ſubordination ceafe, and 
lire together as friends and partners; 
for he ſhall always be equal with me, 
who is equally ſkilled in the art of 
growing rich. 
* 


« We 
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« We laid our money upon camels, 
concealed in bales of cheap goods, and 
travelled to the ſhore of the Red Sea. 
When I caſt my eye on the expanſe of 
waters, my heart bounded like that of 
a priſoner eſcaped. I felt an unextin- 
Z  guiſhable curioſity kindle in my mind, 
and reſolved to ſnatch this opportunity 
of ſeeing the manners of other nations, 


and of learning ſciences unknown in 


ce I remembered that my father had 
obliged me to the improvement of my 
ſtock, not by a promiſe which I ought 
not to violate, but by a penalty which 
I was at liberty to incur; and there- 
fore determined to gratify my predo- 
| minant deſire, and by drinking at the 
| fountains of knowledge, to quench the 
thirſt of curioſity. 
D 4 « As 


C51 : 

« As I was ſuppoſed to trade with- 3 
: out connexion with my father, it was 
eaſy for me to become acquainted with 
the maſter of a ſhip, and procure a 
paſſage to ſome other country. I had 
no motives of choice to regulate my 
voyage; it was ſufficient for me that, 
wherever I wandered, I ſhould ſee a 
country which I had not ſeen before. 
I therefore entered a ſhip bound for 
Surat, having left a letter for my father 
_ declaring my intention. 


n 
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CHAP. IX. 
THE HISTORY Oo F IMLAC II 


„Wurd 1 firſt enter. pan the 
world of waters, and loſt ſight 

of land, I looked round about me with 
pleaſing terrour, and thinking my ſoul 
enlarged by the boundleſs proſpect, 
imagined that T could gaze round for 
ever without ſatiety; but, in a ſhort 
time, EF grew weary of looking on bar- 
ren uniformity, where I could only tee. 
again what I had already ſeen. I then 
deſcended into the ſhip, and doubted 
for a while whether all my future plea- 
ſures would not end like this, in diſ- 
guſt and diſappointment. Yet, ſurely, 
faid I, the ocean and the land are very 
different; the only variety of water is 
— nl 
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chaſing ſome commodities for ſhow, 


16 RASSEELAS, 


mountains and vallies, deſerts and ci- = 
ties: it is inhabited by men of different 
cuſtoms and contrary opinions; and | 
may hope to find variety in lite, thou gh 
I ſhould miſs i it in nature, 
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Wich this thought I quieted my 
mind, and amuſed myſelf during the 
voyage, ſometimes by learning from 
the ſailors the art of navigation, which 
J have never practiſed, and ſometimes 
by forming ſchemes for my conduct in 
different ſituations, in not one of which 
J have been ever 37178 


« I was ah weary of my be 4 
amuſements when we landed ſafely at 
Surat. I ſecured my money, and pur. 


joined myſelf to a caravan that was 
paſſing into. the inland country.” My 
come 
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companions, for ſome reaſon or other, 
conjecturing that I was rich, and, by 
my enquiries and admiration, finding 
that I was ignorant, conſidered me as 
a novice whom they had a right to 
cheat, and who was to learn at the 
uſual expence the art of fraud. They 
expoſed me to the theft of ſervants, 
and the exaction of officers, and faw 
me plundered upon falſe pretenees, 
without any advantage to themfelves, 
but that of rejoicing in the e 
of their own knowledge.” 


ee Stop a moment, ſaid the prince. 
Is there ſuch depravity in man, as that 
he ſhould injure another without be- 
nefit to himſelf? I can eafily conceive 
that all are pleaſed with fuperiority z 
but your ignorance was merely aeci- 
dental, which being neither your crime 
29 nor 
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nor your folly, could afford them no 
reaſon to applaud themſelves; and the 
knowledge which they had, and which 
you wanted, they might as effectually 
have * by warning, as betraying 


you,” 


« Pride, ſaid Imlac, is ſeldom deli- 
cate, it will pleaſe itſelf with very 
mean advantages; and envy feels not 
its own happineſs, but when it may be 
compared with the miſery of others. 
They were my enemies, becauſe they 
grieved to think me rich; and my op- 


preſſors, becauſe they e to find 


me weak.“ 

c Proceed, ſaid the prince: I Jobbe 
not of the facts which you relate, but 
imagine that you impute them to miſ⸗ 
taken motives.” | | 


In this company, ſaid Imlac, I ar- 
rived at Agra, the capital of Indoſtan, 
| £60 the 
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the city in which the great Mogul com- 
monly reſides. - I applied myſelf to the 
language of the country, and in a few 
months was able to converſe with the 
learned men; ſome of whom I found 
moroſe and reſerved, and others eaſy 
and communicative; ſome were unwil- 
ling to teach another what they had 
with difficulty learned themſelves; and 
ſome ſhewed that the end of their ſtudies 
was to gain the dignity of inſtructing. 


t To the tutor of the young princes 

I recommended myſelf ſo much, that I 
was preſented to the emperour as a man 
of uncommon knowledge. The em- 
perour aſked me many queſtions con- 
cerning my country and my travels; 
and though I cannot now recollect any 
thing that he uttered above the power 
of a common man, he diſmiſſed me 
— aſtoniſhed 


62 X ASS ELA. 


aſtoniſned at his wiſdom, and ena- 


moured of his goodneſs. 


ce My credit was now ſo high, that 
the merchants, with whom I had tra- 
velled, applied to me for recommenda- 
tions to the ladies of the Court. I was 
furpriſed at their confidence of ſolicita- 
tion, and gently reproached them with 
their practices on the road. They 
heard me with cold indifference, and 
ſhewed no tokens of ſhame or ſorrow. 


2 They then urged their requeſt 
with the offer of a bribe; but what I 


would not do for kindneſs, I would not 
do for money; and refufed them, not 
becauſe they had injured me, but be- 


cauſe J would not enable them to in- 


Jure others; for I knew they would 


have made uſe of my credit to cheat 
thoſe who ſhould buy their wares. 
ih: Having 


8 
9 
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„ Having reſided at Agra till there 
43 4 was no more to be learned, I travelled 
RH into Perſia, where I ſaw many remains 
N 9 of ancient magnificence, and obſerved , 
» | many new accommodations of life. 
The Perſians are a nation eminently 
focial, and their aſſemblies afforded 
me daily opportunities of remarking 
characters and manners, and of tracing 


buman nature through all its vari- 
ations. 


PLE 


cc From Perſia I paſſed i into Arabia, 
where I ſaw a nation at once paſtoral 
and warlike; who live without any 
ſettled habitation ; whoſe only wealth 
1s their flocks and herds; and who 
have yet carried on, through all ages, 
an hereditary war with all mankind, 
though they neither covet nor envy 
1 aromas 
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CHAP. KX. 


IMLAC'S HISTORY CONTINUED, A DIS- 
SERTATION UPON POETRY. on 


Wurxrvrr I went, I found 


that poetry was conſidered as 


the higheſt learning, and regarded with 
a vencration ſomewhat approaching to 
that which man would pay to the An- 
gelick Nature. And yet it fills me 
| with wonder, that, in almoſt all coun- 
| tries, the moſt ancient poets are con- 
1 ſidered as the beſt: whether it be that 
| every other kind of knowledge is an 
[ acquiſition gradually attained, and po- 

etry is a gift conferred at once; or 

that the firſt poetry of every nation 
| ſurpriſed them as a novelty, and re- 

tained the credit by conſent which 1t 
received 
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received by accident at firſt : or whe- 
ther, as the province of poetry is to 
"XX deſcribe Nature and Paſſion, which are 
3 + always the ſame, the firſt writers took 
J poſſeſſion of the moſt ſtriking objects 
for deſcription, and the moſt probable 
occurrences for fiction, and left no- 
thing to thoſe that followed them, but 
| tranſcription of the ſame events, and 
& new combinations of the ſame images. 
Whatever be the reaſon, it is com- 
monly obſerved that the early writers 
are in poſſeſſion of nature, and their 
XX followers of art: that the firſt excel in 
1 ſtrength and invention, and the latter 
nn elegance and refinement. 

I Vas deſirous to add my name to 
his illoſtrious fraternity. I read all 
e poets of Perſia and Arabia, and 
was able to repeat by memory the vo- 

1 lumes that are ſuſpended in the moſque 
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of Mecca, But I ſoon found that no 
man was ever great by imitation. My 
deſire of excellence impelled me to 


transfer my attention to nature and to 


life. Nature was to be my ſubject, 
and men to be my auditors: I could 
never deſcribe what I had not ſeen: I 
could not hope to move thole with de- 
light or terrour, whoſe intereſts and 


opinions I did not underſtand. 


* Being now reſolved to be a poet, 
I ſaw every thing with a new purpoſe; 


my ſphere of attention was ſuddenly 


magnified: no kind of knowledge was 
to be overlooked. I ranged mountains 
and deſerts for images and reſemblances, 
and pictured upon my mind every tree 


of the foreſt and flower of the valley. 


J obſerved with equal care the crags of 
the rock and the pinnacles of the pa- 
lace. Sometimes I wandered along the 
mazes 
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4 * mazes of the rivulet, and ſometimes 
[ | watched the changes of the ſummer 
clouds. To a poet nothing can be uſe- 
less. Whatever is beautiful, and what- 
ever is dreadful, muſt be familiar to 
his imagination: he muſt be conver- 
4 7 ſant with all that is awfully vaſt or ele- 
2 þ | gantly little. The plants of the gar- 
den, the animals of the wood, the mi- 
W ncrals of the earth, and meteors of the 
4 ſky, muſt all concur to ſtore his mind 
8 | with inexhauſtible variety: for every 
A idea is uſeful for the enforcement or de- 
coration of moral or religious truth; 
3 and he, who knows moſt, will have 
49 moſt power of diverſifying his ſceues, 
and of gratifying his reader with remote 
8 alluſions and unexpected inſtruction. 
== © All the appearances of nature I 
F was therefore careful to ſtudy, and 
every country which I have furyeyed 
| has 
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has dee ſomething to N po- 
etical powers.“ 

In ſo wide a ſurvey, ſaid the prince, 
you mult ſurely have left much unob- 
ſerved. I have lived, till now, within 
the circuit of theſe mountains, and yet 
cannot walk abroad without the ſight 
of ſomething which I had never beheld 


before, or never heeded.” 
« The buſineſs of a Böet, ſaid Imlac, 


is to examine, not the individual, but 
the ſpecies; to remark general proper- 


ties and large appearances; he does not 
number the ſtreaks of the tulip, or de- 


ſcribe the different ſhades in the ver- 


dure of the foreſt; He is to exhibit in 
his portraits of nature ſuch prominent 


and ſtriking features, as recall the ori- 
ginal to every mind; and muſt neglect 
the minuter diſcriminations, which one 
may have remarked, and another have al 
neglected, 
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4 neglected, for thoſe characteriſticks 
| which are alike obvious to vigilance 
and careleſſneſs. 


« But the knowledge of nature is 


= | only half the taſk of a poet; he muſt 


be acquainted likewiſe with all the 
modes of life. His character requires 
that he eſtimate the happineſs and mi- 
ſery of every condition ; obſerve the 
power of all the paſſions in all their 
combinations, and trace the changes 
of the human mind as they are modified 
by various inſtitutions and accidental 
influences of climate or cuſtom, from 
the ſprightlineſs of infancy to the de- 
ſpondence of decrepitude. He muſt 
diveſt himſelf of the prejudices of his 
age or country ; he muſt conſider right 
and wrong in their abſtracted and in- 
variable ſtate; he muſt diſregard pre- 
ſent 
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ſent laws and opinions, and riſe to ge. 
neral and tranſcendental truths, which 
will always be the ſame: he muſt there- 
fore content himſelf with the flow pro- 
grefs of his name; conternn the ap- 
plauſe of his own time, and commit 
his claims to the juſtice of poſterity. 
He muft write as the interpreter of na- 
ture, and the legiflator of mankind, 
and conſider himfelf as preſiding over 


the thoughts and manners of future 


generations; as a being ſuperior to 
time and place. 

1 135 Jabouy 5 is not yet at an end: 
he muſt know many languages and 
many ſciences; and, that his ſtyle may 
be worthy of his thoughts, muſt, by 
inceſſant practice, familiarize to him- 
ſelf every decay of Jpeech and grace 


of harmony.“ 
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CHAP. XI. 


HINT ON PILGRIMAGE, 


* Lac now felt the enthuſiaſtick fit, 

and was proceeding to aggrandize his 
own profeſſion, when the prince cried 
out, Enough! thou haſt convinced 
me, that no human being can ever be 


a poet. Proceed with thy narration.” 


To be a poet, ſaid Imlac, is indeed 
very difficult.” „ So difficult, returned 
the prince, that I will at preſent hear no 
more of his labours. Tell me whither 

you went when you had ſeen Perfia.” 

« From Perſia, ſaid the poet, I tra- 
velled through Syria, and for three 
years reſided in Paleſtine, where I con- 
verſed with great numbers of the nor- 
thern and weſtern nations of Europe; 
3 the 


the nations which are now in poſſeſſion 


of all power and all knowledge; whoſe 
armies are irreſiſtible, and whoſe fleets 


command the remoteſt parts of the 


globe. When I compared theſe men 


with the natives of our own kingdom, 


and thoſe that ſurround us, they ap- 
peared almoſt another order of beings. 
In their countries 1t 1s difficult to wiſh 
for any thing that may not be obtained: 
a thouſand arts, of which we never 
heard, are continually labouring for 
their convenience and pleaſure; and 
whatever their owa climate has A 
them is ſupplied by their commerce.” 


« By what means, ſaid the prince, 
are the Europeans thus powerful, or 


why, ſince they can ſo eaſily viſit Aſia 


and Africa for trade or conqueſt, cannot 


the Aſiaticks and Africans invade their 
coaſts, plant colonies in their ports, and 
| give 
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give laws to their natural princes? The 
ſame wind that carries them back would 
bring us thither.!“ = 

“ They are more — Sir, than 
we, anſwered Imlac, becauſe they are 


vwiſer; knowledge will always predo- 


minate over ignorance, as man governs 
the other animals. But why their 
knowledge is more than ours, I know 
not what reaſon can be given, but the 


unſearchable will of the | "Supreme 


Being.” 


cc When, ſaid the prince ina a ſigh, 
ſhall I be able to viſit Paleſtine, and 
mingle with this mighty confluence of 
nations? Till that happy moment ſhall 
arrive, let me fill up the time with ſuch 
repreſentations as thou canſt give me. 
I am not ignorant of the motive that 
aſſembles ſuch numbers in that place, 


and cannot but conſider it as the centre 
; of 
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of wiſdom and piety, to which the beſt 
and wiſeſt men of every land muſt be 4 
continually reſorting.” 

« There are ſome nations, ſaid Im- 
lac, that ſend few viſitants to Paleſtine; 
for many numerous and learned ſects 


in Europe concur to cenſure pilgrimage 


as ſuperſtitious, or deride it as ridi- 
culous. ; f 

« You know, ſaid the prince, how 
little my life has made me acquainted 


with diverfity of opinions: it will be a | 


too long to hear the arguments on both 3 
ſides ; you, that have conſidered them, 
tell me the reſult.“ 


Pilgrimage, ſaid Tmlac, like many 
other acts of piety, may be reaſonable i 


or ſuperſtitious, according to the prin- 
ciples upon which it is performed. 
Long journies in ſearch of truth are 
not commanded, Truth, fuch as is 
neceſſary 
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neceſſary to the regulation of life, is 
always found where it is honeſtly 
ſought. Change of place 15 no natural 
cauſe of the increaſe of piety, for it 
inevitably produces diſſipation of mind. 
Yet, ſince men go every day to view 
the fields where great actions have been 
performed, and return with ſtronger 
impreſſions of the event, curioſity of 
the ſame kind may naturally diſpoſe us 
to view that country whence our reli. 
gion had its beginning; and I believe 
no man ſurveys thoſe awful ſcenes 
without ſome confirmation of holy re- 
ſolutions. That the Supreme Being 
may be more eaſily propitiated i in one 
idle e ee, but that ſome places 
may operate upon our own; minds in 
an uncommon manner, is an opinion 
which hourly experience will juſtify. 

þ EB He 
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He who ſuppoſes that his vices may be 
more ſucceſsfully combated in PfPa- 
leſtine, will, perhaps, find himſelf 2 
miſtaken, yet he may go thither with- 
out folly: he who thinks they will be 
more freely pardoned, diſhonours at 

once his reaſon and religion.” 
<< Theſe, ſaid the prince, are Euro- 
pean diſtinctions. I will conſider them 
another time. What have you found 
to be the effect of knowledge? Are 
thoſe nations happier than we?” 
ce There is ſo much infelicity, ſaid 
the poet, in the world, that ſcarce any 
man has leiſure from his own diſtreſſes 
to eſtimate the comparative happineſs 
of others. Knowledge is certainly one 
of the means of pleaſure, as is confeſſed 
by the natural deſire which every mind 
feels of increaſing its ideas. Ignorance 
is mere privation, by which nothing-can 
88 | be 
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be produced: it is a vacuity in which 
the ſoul fits motionleſs and torpid for 


want of attraction; and, without know- 


ing why, we always rejoice when we 
learn, and grieve when we forget. I 
am therefore inclined to conclude, that 
if nothing counteracts the natural con- 
ſequence of learning, we grow more 
happy as our minds take a wider range. 


«Tn enumerating the particular com- 
forts of life we ſhall find many advan- 
tages on the ſide of the Europeans. 
They cure wounds and difeaſes with. 
which we languiſn and periſh. We 
ſuffer inclemencies of weather which 
they can obviate. They have engines 
for the diſpatch of many - laborious 
works, which we muſt perform by ma- 
nual induſtry, There is ſuch eom- 
munication between diſtant places, that 
one friend can hardly be ſaid to be ab- 


FEy- :- ue 
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ſent from another. T heir policy re- 


moves all publick inconveniencies: 
they have roads cut through their 


mountains, and bridges laid upon 
their rivers. And; if we deſcend to 
the privacies of life, their habitations 
are more commodious, and their pot 
ſeſſions are more ſecure.” 

« They are ſurely happy, id the 
prince, who have all theſe convenien- 
cies, of which I envy none ſo much as 
the facility with which ſeparated friends 
interchange their thoughts.” 


The Europeans, anſwered e 
are leſs unhappy than we, but they are 
not happy. Human life is every where 
a ſtate in which much is to be endured, 
and little to be enjoyed. 5 
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CHAP. XI. 
THE STORY OF IMLAC CONTINUED, 


©] 4 not yet willing, ſaid the 

prince, to ſuppoſe that happineſs 
is ſo parſimoniouſſy diſtributed to mor- 
tals; nor can believe but that, if J had 
the choice of life, I ſhould be able to 
fill every day with pleaſure, I would 
injure no man, and ſhould provoke 
no reſentment : I would relieve every 
diſtreſs, and ſhould enjoy the bene- 
ditions of gratitude. I would chuſe 
my friends among the wiſe, and my 
wife among the virtuous; and there 
fore ſhould be in no danger from 
treachery or unkindneſs. My children 
ſhould, by my care, be learned and 
pious, and would repay to my age what 
their childhood had received, What 
E4 would 
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would dare to moleſt him who might 
call on every ſide to thouſands enriched i 


by his bounty, or aſſiſted by his power? 
And why ſhould not life glide quietly 
away in the ſoft reciprocation of pro- 
tection and reverence? All this may be 
done without the help of European re- 
finements, which appear by their effects 
to be rather ſpecious. than uſeful. Let 
us leave them, and purſue our journey.“ 

e FromPaleſtine, ſaid Imlac, I paſſed 
through many regions of Aſia; in the 
more civilized kingdoms as a trader, 
and among the Barbarians of the moun- 


tains as a pilgrim. At laſt I began to 


long for my native country, that I 
might repoſe after my travels and fa- 


tigues, in the places where I had ſpent 


my earlieſt years, and gladden my old 
companions with the recital of my ad- 


ventures, Often did I figure to myſelf 


thoſe 
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thoſe with whom I had ſported away 


the gay hours of dawning life, fitting 
round me in its evening, wondering at 


my tales, and liſtening to my counſels. 


« When this thought had taken poſ- 


ſeflion of my mind, I conſidered every 
moment as waſted which did not bring 


me nearer to Abiſſinia. 1 haſtened i into 


Egypt, and notwithſtanding my impa- 
tience, was detained ten months in the 
contemplation of its ancient magnifi- 
cence, and in enquiries after the re- 


"mains of i its ancient learning. I found 


in Cairo a mixture of all. nations; ſome 
brouglit thither by the love of know- 


ledge, ſome by the hope of gain, and: 


many by the deſire of living after their 


own manner without obſervation, and 


of lying hid in the obſcurity of multi- 


tudes: for in a city, populous as Cairo, 
it is poſſible to obtain at the ſame time 
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the gratifications of fociery, ; and the 
ſecrecy of ſolitude. ED 

ce From Cairo 1 travelled to Ste, 
and embarked on the Red Sea, paſſing 
along the coaſt till I arrived at the port 
from which I had departed twenty years 


before. Here I joined myſelf to a cara- 


van, and re-entered my native countty. 
0 now expected the careſfes of m 


kinſmen, and the congratulations of 


my friends, and was not without hope 
that my father, whatever value he had 
Ter upon riches, would own with glad- 
neſs and pride a ſon who was able to 
add to the felicity and honour of the 
nation. But I was ſoon convinced that 
my thoughts were vain, My father had 
been dead fourteen years, having di- 


vided his wealth among my brothers, 
who were removed to ſome other pro- 


vinces. Of: my companions the greater 
Opn Part 
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part was in the grave, of the reſt, ſome 
could with difficulty remember me, and 
ſome conſidered me as one corrupted 
by foreign manners. 

A mag uſed to vicifitudes f is not 
eaſily dejected. I forgot, after a time, 
my Wirren and endeavoured 
che kingdom; they eee me 8 
tables, heard my ſtory, and diſmiſſed 
me. I opened a ſchool, and was pro- 
hibited to teach. I then refolved to 
fit down in the quiet of domeſtiek life, 
and addreſſed a lady that was fond of 
my converſation, but rejected my ſuit; 
becauſe my father was a merchant. 

4 Wearied at laſt with folicitation 
ond repulfes; I reſolved to hide-myſelf 
for ever from the world, and depend 
no longer on the opinion or caprice of 
others. I waited for the time when 

| E6 „ 
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the gate of the happy valley ſnould open, 
that I might bid farewell to hope and 
fear: the day came; my performance 
was diſtinguiſhed with favour, and I 
reſigned myſelf with } Joy to perpetual 
confinement.” 

« Haſt thou here found happineſs at 
laſt? ſaid Raſfelas. Tell me without 
reſerve; art thou content with thy 
condition? or, doſt thou wiſh to be 
again wandering and enquiring? All 
the inhabitants of this valley celebrate 
their lot, and at the annual viſit of the 
emperour, invite others to ee of 
their felicity.” 

Great prince, ſaid Imtac, 1 all 
ſpeak the truth; I know not one of all 
Your attendants who does not lament 
the hour when he entered this retreat. 
J am lefs unhappy than the reſt, becauſe 
I have a mind replete with images, 
| which 


n 


ſur e. 
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which I can vary and combine at plea- 
I can amuſe my ſolitude by the 
renovation of the knowledge which be- 
gins to fade from my memory, and by 
recollection of the accidents of my paſt 
life. Yet all this ends in the ſorrowful 
conſideration, that my acquirements are 
now uſeleſs, and that none of my plea- 
ſures can be again enjoyed. The reſt, 
whoſe minds have no impreſſion but of 
the preſent moment, are either corroded 
by malignant paſſions, or ſit ſtupid in 


the gloom of perpetual vacancy.” 


c What paſſions can infeſt thoſe, ſaid 
the prince, who have no rivals? We are 
in a place where impotence precludes 
malice, and. where all envy is 3 
by community of enjoyments.“ 


© There may be community, fab 
Imlae, of material poſſeſſions, but there 


can never r be community of love or of 
eſteem. 
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eſteem. It muſt happen that one will 
pleaſe more than another; he that 
knows himſelf deſpiſed will always be 
envious; and ſtill more envious and 
malevolent, if he is condemned to live 


in the preſence of thoſe who deſpiſe 


him. The invitations, by which they 


allure others to a ſtate which they feel 


to be wretched, proceed from the na- 
tural malignity of hopeleſs miſery. 

They are weary of 'themfſelyes, and of 
each other, and expect to find relief in 
new companions.” They envy the li- 
berty which their folly has forſeited, 
and would gladly ſee all mankind i im- 
priſoned like themſelves. 


cc From this crtme, however, Tam 
wholly free. No man can ſay that he 
is wretched by my perſuaſion. I look 
with pity on the erowds who are annu- 
ally ſoliciting admiſſion to captivity, 
and 
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and wiſh that it were lawful for me to 


warn them of their danger.” 


r My dear Trhlac, faid the prince, I 
will open to thee my whole heart. I 
have long medirated an eftape from che 


happy valley. I have examined the 


mountains on every file, but find myſelf 


3 infoperably barred: teach the the way 


to break my priſon; thou ſhalt be the 
<dinpinion of my flight, the guide of 
my rambles, the partner of my fortune, 
and my ſole director in the choice of life.” 

ce Sir, anſwered the poet, your eſcape 
will be difficult, and, pe chaps,” you may 
ſoon repent your Fun y. The world, 
Which you figure to wwurſck fmooth and 
quiet as che lake in the valley; 'you will 
find a ſea foaming with tempeſts, Ent 
boiling with Whirlpools: 'you wil be 
ſometimes overwhelmed by the waves 


of violence, and ſometimes daſhed 
againſt 


4 I 
t . 


MEM IH Oe. 
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againſt the rocks of treachery. Amidſt 
wrongs and frauds, competitions and 
anxieties, you will wiſh a thouſand 
times for theſe ſeats of quiet, and wil- 


lingly quit hepe to be free from fear,” | 


2 Do not ſeek to deter me from my 


purpoſe, ſaid the prince: Iam impatient 
to ſee what thou haſt ſeen; and, ſince 
thou art thyſelf weary of the valley, it 
1s evident, that thy . former ſtate, was | 


better than this. Whatever be the con- 


ſequence of my experiment, I am re- 
ſolved to judge with mine own eyes of | 
the various conditions of.men,, and then 


to make deliberately my choice of 7 ese 
« I, am afraid, ſaid Imlac, you. are 


hindered. by ſtronger reſtraints than my 
;perſuaſions; 3. yet, if your. determination 


is fixed, I do not counſel you to deſpair. 


Few. things are impoſſible to diligenee 
and ſkill.” 


= 


3 
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C HAN - XNE 


RASSELAS DISCOVERS THE MEANS oF 
ESCAPE. 


T* x prince now diſmiſſed his favou- 
rite to reſt, but the narrative of 
wonders and novelties filled his mind 
with perturbation. He revolved all 
that he had heard, and prepared innu- 
merable queſtions for the morning. 
Much of his uneaſineſs was now re» 
moved. He had a friend to whom he 
could impart his thoughts, and whoſe 
experience could aſſiſt him in his de- 
ſigns. His heart was no longer con- 
demned to fwell with ſilent vexation. 
He thought that even the Bappy valley 
might be endured with ſuch. a compa- 
nion, and that if they could range the 
world together, he ſnould have nothing 


further to  defire, 
In 


nass As. 

In a few days the water was dif- 
charged, and the ground dried. The 
prince and Imlac then walked out to- 
gether to converſe without the notice 
of the reſt. The prince, whoſe thoughts 
were always on the wing, as he paſſed 
by the gate, ſaid, with a countenance 
of ſorrow, © Why art thou ſo ſtrong, 
and why is man ſo weak?” 


« Man is not weak, anſwered his com- 


panion; knowledge is more than equi- 
valent to force. The maſter of mecha- 


nicks laughs at ſtrength. I can burſt 
the gate, but cannot do it ſecretly. 


Some other expedient mult be tried. 
As they were walking on the {ide of 


the mountain, they obſerved that the 
conies, which the rain had driven from 
their burrows, had taken ſhelter among 


the buſhes, and formed holes behind 


them, tending upwards in an oblique 
line. 
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line. © It has been the opinion of an- 
tiquity, ſaid Imlac, that human reaſon 
borrowed many arts from the inſtinct of 
animals; let us, therefore, not think 
ourſelves degraded by leatning from 
the coney. We may eſcape by piercing 
the mountain in the ſame direction. 
We will begin where the ſummit hangs 
over the middle part, and labour up- 
ward till we fhall ifſue * en the 
prominence.” 

The eyes of the prince, when he 
heard this propoſal, ſparkled with joy. 
The execution was eaſy, and the ſuc- 
ceſs certain. 

No time was now loſt. They haſten 
ed early in the morning to chuſe a place 
proper for their mine. They clam- 
bered with great fatigue among crags 
and brambles, and returned without 


having diſcovered any part that favour- 
ed 
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ed their deſign. The ſecond and the 
third day were ſpent in the ſame manner 
and with the ſame fruſtration. But, on 
the fourth, they found a ſmall cavern, 
concealed by a thicket, where they re- 
ſolved to make their experiment. 
Imlac procured inſtruments proper to 
hew ſtone and remove earth, and they 
fell to their work on the next day with 
more eagerneſs than vigour. They were 


preſently exhauſted by their efforts, and 


ſat down to pant upon the graſs. The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be 
diſcouraged. Sir, ſaid his companion, 
Practice will enable us to continue our 


labour for a longer time; mark, how- 


ever, how far we have advanced, and 
you will find that our toil will ſome 
time have an end. Great works are 
performed, not by ſtrength, but perſe- 
verance: vonder palace was raiſed by 
fingle 
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* fingle ſtones, yet you ſee its height 


2 and ſpaciouſneſs. He that ſhall walk 
5 with vigour three hours a day, will paſs 
in ſeven years a ſpace equal to the cir- 
cumference of the globe.“ 

They returned to their work day 
after day, and, in a ſhort time, found a 
fiſſure in the rock, which enabled them 
W to paſs far with very little obſtruction. 
This Raſſelas conſidered as a good omen. 
« Do not diſturb your mind, ſaid Imlac, 
with other hopes or fears than reaſon 
may fuggeſt: if you are pleaſed with 
prognoſticks of good, you will be terri- 
fied likewiſe with tokens of -evil, and 
your whole life will be a prey to ſuper- 
ſtition. Whatever facilitates our work 
is more than an- omen, it is a cauſe of 
WW ſucceſs. This is one of thoſe pleaſing 
7 ſurpriſes which often happen to active 
reſolution. Many things difficult to 
deſign prove eaſy to performance.” 
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CHAP. Iv. 


RASSELAS AND IMLAC RECEIVE _ UNs 
EXPECTED VISIT. 


T* ** had now wrought their way 

to the middle, and ſolaced their 
toil with the approach of liberty, when 
the prince, coming down to refreſh 
himſelf. with air, found his ſiſter Ne- 
kayah ſtanding before the mouth of 
the cavity. He ſtarted, and ſtood con- 
fuſed, afraid to tell his deſign, and yet 
hopeleſs to conceal it. A few moments 


determined him to repoſe on her fide- 


lity, and ſecure her ſecrecy. by a decla- 


ration: without reſerve. nas 10 


wry 'Do not imagine, faid the princeſs 
that I came hither as a ſpy: I had long 


obſerved from my window, that you 
and 
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and Imlac directed your walk every 
day towards the ſame point, but I did 
not ſuppoſe you had any better reaſon 
for the preference than a cooler ſhade, 
or more fragrant bank; nor followed 


you with any other deſign than to par- 


take of your converſation. Since then 
not ſuſpicion but fondneſs has detected 
you, let me not loſe the advantage of 
my diſcovery. I am equally weary of 
confinement with yourſelf, and not leſs 
deſirous of knowing what is done or 
ſuffered in the world. Permit me to 


fly with you from this taſteleſs tran- 


quillity, which will yet grow more 


loathſome when you have left me. You 


may deny me to accompany you, but 

cannot hinder me from following.“ 
The prince, who loved Nekayah above 
his other ſiſters, had no inclination to 
4 7 refuſe 
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refuſe her requeſt, and grieved that he 
had loſt an opportunity of ſhewing his 
confidence by a voluntary communi- 
cation. It was therefore agreed that ſhe 
ſhould leave the valley with them; and 
that, in the mean time, ſhe ſhould 
watch, leſt any other ſtraggler ſhould, 
by chance or curioſity, follow them to 
the mountain. 

At length their labour was at an 
end; they ſaw light beyond the pro- 
minence, and, iſſuing to the top of the 
mountain, beheld the Nile, yet a nar- 
row current, wandering beneath them. 

The prince looked round with rap- 
ture, anticipated all the pleaſures of 
travel, and in thought was already tranſ- 
ported beyond his father's daminions. 
Imlac, though very joyful at his eſcape, 


| had leſs expectation of pleaſure in the 
world, 
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world, which he had before tried, and 
of which he had been weary. 


Raſſelas was ſo much delighted with 

a wider horizon, that he could not ſoon 
| be perſuaded to return into the valley. 
He informed his ſiſter that the way was 
open, and that nothing now remained 
but to prepare for their departure. 


oY 
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CHAP. XV. 


THE PRINCE AND PRINCESS LEAVE THE 
VALLEY, AND SEE MANY WONDERS, 


* prince and princeſs had jewels 

ſufficient to make them rich when- 
ever they came into a place of com- 
merce, which, by Imlac's direction, they 
hid in their clothes, and, on the night 
of tne next full moon, all left the val- 
ley. The princeſs was followed only 
by a ſingle favourite, who did not 
know whither ſhe was going. 


| They clambered through the cavity, 
and began to go down on the other 
ſide. The princeſs and her maid 
turned their eyes towards every part, 
and, ſeeing nothing to bound their 
proſpect, conſidered themſelves as in 
danger of being loſt in a dreary va- 
cuity. 
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cuity. They ſtopped and trembled. 
ce am almoſt afraid, ſaid the princeſs, 
to begin a journey of which I cannot 
perceive an end, and to venture into 
this immenſe plain, where I may be ap- 
proached on every ſide by men whom 
I never ſaw.” The prince felt nearly 


the ſame emotions, though he thought 


it more manly to conceal them. 


Imlac ſmiled at their terrours, and 
encouraged them to proceed; but the 
princeſs continued irreſolute till ſhe 


had been imperceptibly drawn forward 


too far to return. 
In the morning they found ſome 


W hepherds in the field, who ſet milk and 
fruits before them. The princeſs won- 


dered that ſhe did not ſee a palace 
ready for her reception, and a table 


pread with delicacies ; but, being faint 


F 2 and 


; 
. 
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difficulty, and knowing, that though 


and hungry, ſhe drank the milk and 
eat the fruits, and thought them of a 
higher flavour than the products of the 
valley. 

They travelled forward by eaſy jour- 
nies, being all unaccuſtomed to toil or 


they might be miſſed, they could not 
be purſued. In a few days they came 
into a more populous region, where 
Imlac was diverted with the admiration 
which his companions expreſſed at the 
diverſity of manners, ſtations, and em- 
ployments. | 


Their dreſs was ſuch as might not 
bring upon them the ſuſpicion of having 
any thing to conceal, yet the prince, 
wherever he came, expected to be obey- 
ed, and the princeſs was frighted, be- 


cauſe thoſe that came into her preſence 
| 5 did 
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did not proſtrate themſelves before her. 
Imlac was forced to obſerve them with 
great vigilance, left they ſhould betray 
their rank by their unuſual behaviour, 
and detained them ſeveral weeks in the 
firſt village, to accuſtom them to the 
ſight of common mortals. 


By degrees the royal wanderers were 
taught to underſtand that they had for a 
time laid aſide their dignity, and were 
to expect only ſuch regard as liberality 
and courteſy could procure. And Im- 
| lac, having, by many admonitions, 
prepared them to endure the tumults 
of a port, and the ruggedneſs of the 
commercial race, brought them down 
to the ſea-coaſt, 5 

The prince and his ſiſter, to whom 
every thing was new, were gratified 
equally at all places, and therefore re- 

EE _ mained 
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mained for ſome months at the port 
without any inclination to paſs further. 
Imlac was content with their ſtay, be- 
cauſe he did not think it ſafe to expoſe 
them, unpractiſed in the world, to the 
hazards of a foreign country. | 


At laſt he began to fear left they 
ſhould be diſcovered, and propoſed to 
fix a day for their departure. They had 
no pretenſions to judge for themſelves, 
and referred the whole ſcheme to his 
direction. He therefore took paſſage 
1n a ſhip to Suez; and, when the time 
came, with great difficulty prevailed on 
the princeſs to enter the veſſel, They 
had a quick and proſperous voyage, and 
from Suez travelled by land to Cairo, 


r. 
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C HAP. 


THEY ENTER CAIRO, AND FIND EVERY 
MAN HAPPY. 


As they approached the city, which 

filled the ſtrangers with aſtoniſh- 
ment, © This, ſaid Imlac to the prince, 
is the place where travellers and mer- 
| chants aſſemble from all the corners of 
the earth. You will here find men of 
every character, and every occupation. 
Commerce is here honourable : I will 
act as a merchant, and you ſhall live as 
ſtrangers, who have no other end of 
travel than curioſity ; it will ſoon be 
obſerved that we are rich ; our repu- 
tation will procure us acceſs to all 
whom we ſhall defire to know; you 


will ſee all the conditions of humanity, 
F 4 and 
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and enable yourſelf at leiſure to make 
your choice of life. | 
They now entered the town, ſtunned 
by the noiſe, and offended by the crowds, 
Inſtruction had not yet ſo prevailed over 
habit, but that they wondered to ſee 
themſelves paſs undiftinguiſhed along 
the ſtreet, and met by the loweſt of the 
people without reverence or notice. 
The princeſs could not at firſt bear the 
thought of being levelled with the vul- 
gar, and, for ſome days, continued in 
her chamber, where ſhe was ſerved by 
her favourite Pekuah as in n the palace 
of the valley. 1 | 
: Imlac, who Undethecd traffick, ſold 
part of the jewels the next day, and 
hired a houſe, which he adorned with 
' ſuch magnificence, that he was imme- 


diately conſidered as a merchant of great 
wealth. 
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wealth. His politeneſs attracted many 
acquaintance, and his generoſity made 
him courted by many dependants. His 
table was crowded by men of every na- 
tion, who all admired his knowledge, 
and ſolicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mix in the con- 
verſation, could make no diſcovery of 
their ignorance or ſurpriſe, and were 
gradually initiated in the world as they 
gained knowledge of the language. 
The prince had, by frequent lectures, 
been taught the uſe and nature of 
money; but the ladies could not, for a 
long time, comprehend what the mer- 
chants did with ſmall pieces of gold 
and ſilver, or why things of ſo little 
uſe ſhould be received as equivalent to 

the neceflaries of life..  _ © 
They ſtudied the language two years, 
while Imlac was preparing to ſet before 
F 6 them 
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their fortune or conduct. He frequent- 
ed the voluptuous and the frugal, the 


met gaiety and kindneſs, and heard the 


PP 1 > 
P — A. Hom. W — r 


them the various ranks and conditions 
of mankind. He grew acquainted with 
all who had any thing uncommon in 


idle and the buſy, the merchants and 
the men of learning. 

The prince being now able to con- 
verſe with fluency, and having "earned 
the caution neceſſary to be obſerved in 
his intercourſe with ſtrangers, began to 
accompany Imlac to places of reſort, 
and to enter into all aſſemblies, that he 
might make his choice of life. 

For ſome time he thought choice 
needleſs, becauſe all appeared to him 
equally happy. Wherever he went he 


ſong of joy or the laugh of careleſſneſs. 
He began to believe that the world 


overflowed with univerſal plenty, and 
that 


* 
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that nothing was withheld either from 
want or merit; that every hand ſhower- 
ed liberality, and every heart melted 
with benevolence; *© and who then, ſays 
he, will be ſuffered to be wretched?” 
Imlac permitted the pleaſingdeluſion, 
and was unwilling to cruſh the hope of 
inexperience, till one day, having fat a 
while ſilent, © I know not, ſaid the 
prince, what can be the reaſon that I am 
more unhappy than any of our friends. 
I ſee them perpetually and unalterably 
cheerful, but feel my own mind reſtleſs 
and uneaſy. I am unſatisfied with thoſe 
pleaſures which I ſeem moſt to court, 
I live in the crowds of jollity, not fo 
much to enjoy coinpany as to ſhun 
myſelf, and am only loud and merry to 
conceal my ſadneſs.“ 
« Every man, ſaid 8 may, by 
examining his own mind, gueſs what 
F 6 paſſes 
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paſſes in the minds of others: when you 
feel that your own gaiety is counterfeit, 
it may juſtly lead you to ſuſpect that of 
your companions not to be ſincere. 
Envy is commonly reciprocal. We are 
long before we are convinced that hap- 
pineſs is never to be found, and each 
believes it poſſeſſed by others, to keep 
alive the hope of obtaining it for himſelf, 
In the aſſembly, where you paſſed the 
laſt night, there appeared ſuch ſpright- 
lineſs of air, and volatility of fancy, as 
might have ſuited beings of an higher 
order, formed to inhabit ſerener re- 
gions, inacceſſible to care or ſorrow: 
yet, believe me, prince, there was not 
one who did not dread the moment 


when ſolitude ſhould deliver him to the 
tyranny of reflection.” 


ce This, faid the prince, may be true 


of others, ſince it is true of me; yet, 
whatever 
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whatever be the general infelicity of 
man, one condition 1s more happy than 
another, and wiſdom furely directs us to 
take the leaſt evil in the choice of life.” 


ec The cauſes of good and evil, an- 
ſwered Imlac, are ſo various and un- 
certain, ſo often entangled with each 
other, ſo diverſified by various relations, 

and ſo much ſubject to accidents which 
cannot be foreſeen, that he who would 
fix his condition upon inconteſtible 
reaſons of preference, muſt live and 
die enquiring and deliberating.“ 

e But ſurely, ſaid Raſſelas, the wiſe 
men, to whom we liſten with reverence 
and wonder, choſe that made of life for 
themſelves which they thought moſt 
likely to make them happy.” 

e Very few, ſaid the poet, live by 
choice, Every man is placed in his 
preſent 
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preſent condition by cauſes which 
acted without his foreſight, and with 
which he did not always willingly co- 


operate; and therefore you will rarely 


meet one who does not think the lot 


of his neighbour better than his own.“ 


« I am pleaſed to think, ſaid the 
prince, that my birth has given me at 
leaſt one advantage over others, by en- 
abling me to determine for myſelf. I 


have here the world before me; I will 


review it at leiſure: ſurely happineſs 


is ſomewhere to be found.” 
2 


A 
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CHAP, XVII. 


THE PRINCE ASSOCIATES WITH YOUNG 
MEN OF SPIRIT AND GAIETY, 


Ry roſe next day, and re- 
ſolved to begin his experiments 
upon life. Youth, cried he, is the 
time of gladneſs: I will join myſelf to 
the young men, whoſe only buſineſs is 
to gratify their deſires, and whoſe time 
is all ſpent in a ſucceſſion of enjoy- 
ments.“ | | 


To ſuch ſacieties he was readily ad- 
mitted, but a few days brought him 
back weary and diſguſted. Their 
mirth was without images; their 
lavghter without motive; their plea- 
ſures were groſs and ſenſual, in which 
the mind had no part; their conduct 
was at once wild and mean; they 

laughed 


S. 


laughed at order and at law, but the 
frown of power dejected, and the eye 
of wiſdom abaſhed them. 

The prince ſoon concluded, that he 
ſhould never be happy in a courſe of 
life of which he was aſhamed. - He 
thought it unſuitable to a reaſonable 
being to act without a plan, and to be 
fad or cheerful only by chance. Hap- 
pineſs, ſaid he, muſt be ſomething ſolid 
and permanent, as fear and with- 

out uncertainty.” | 


But his young companions had 
gained ſo much of his regard by their 
frankneſs and courteſy, that he could 
not leave them without warning and 
remonſtrance. My friends, ſaid he, 
I have ſeriouſly conſidered our manners 
and our proſpects, and find that we have 

| miſtaken our own intereſt, The firſt 

| years of man muſt make proviſion for 
. the 
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the laſt. He that never thinks never 
can be wiſe. Perpetual levity muft 
end in ignorance; and intemperance, 
though it may fire the ſpirits for an 
hour, will make life ſhort or miſerable. 
Let us conſider that youth is of no 
long duration, and that in maturer 
age, when the enchantments of fancy 
ſhall ceaſe, and phantoms of delight 
dance no more about us, we ſhall have 
no comforts but the eſteem of wiſe 
men, and the means of doing good. 
Let us, therefore, ſtop, while to ſtop is 
in our power : let us live as men who 
are ſome time to grow old, and to 
whom it will be the moſt dreadful of 
all evils not to count their paſt years by 
follies, and to be reminded of their 
former luxuriance of health only by the 
maladies which riot has produced.“ 

They 


— 
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They ſtared a while in ſilence one 

upon another, and at laſt drove him 

away by a general chorus of continued 
laughter, 


The conſciouſneſs that his ſentiments 
were juſt, and his intentions kind, was 
ſcarcely ſufficient to ſupport him againſt 
the horror of deriſion. But he recovered 


his tranquillity, and perſued his ſearch. 
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HA. 
THE PRINCE FINDS A WISE AND 
HAPPY MAN, 

S he was one day walking in the 
ſtreet, he ſaw a ſpacious building 
which all were, by the open doors, in- 
vited to enter: he followed the ſtream 
of people, and found it a hall or ſchool 
of declamation, in which profeſſors 
read lectures to their auditory. He 
fixed his eye upon a ſage raiſed above 
the reſt, who diſcourſed with great 
energy on the government of the paſ- 
ſions. His look was venerable, his 
action graceful, his pronunciation clear, 
and his diction elegant. He ſhewed, 
with great ſtrength of ſentiment, and 
variety of illuſtration, that human na- 
ture is degraded and debaſed, when the 


lower faculties predominate over the 
higher ; 
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higher; that when fancy, the parent 
of paſſion, uſurps the dominion of the 
mind, nothing enſues but the natural 
effect of unlawful government, pertur- 
bation and confuſion; that ſhe betrays 
the fortreſſes of the intellect to rebels, 
and excites her children to ſedition 


againſt reaſon their lawful ſovereign, 


He compared reaſon to the ſun, of 
which the light is conſtant, uniform, 
and laſting; and fancy to a meteor, of 
bright but tranſitory luſtre, irregular in 
its motion, and deluſive in its direction. 

He then communicated the various 
precepts given from time to time for 
the conqueſt of paſſion, and diſplayed 
the happineſs of thoſe who had ob- 
tained the important victory, after 
which man is no longer the ſlave of fear, 


nor the fool of hope; is no more ema- 


ciated by envy, inflamed by anger, 
emaſ- 


PRINCE OF ABIS SINIA. 117 


emaſculated by tenderneſs, or depreſſed 
by grief; but walks on calmly through 
the tumults or privacies of life, as the 
ſun perſues alike his courſe through the 
calm or the ſtormy ſky. 

He enumerated many examples of 
heroes immovable by pain or pleaſure, 
who looked with indifference on thoſe 
modes or accidents to which the vulgar 
give the names of good and evil. He 
exhorted his hearers to lay aſide their 
prejudices, and arm themſelves againſt 
the ſhafts of malice or misfortune, by 
invulnerable patience ; concluding, 
that this ſtate only was happineſs, and 
that this happineſs was in every one's 
power. 

Raſſelas liſtened to him with the ve- 
neration due to the inſtructions of a ſu- 
periour being, and, waiting for him at 
the door, humbly implered the liberty 

of 
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of viſiting ſo great a maſter of true 
wiſdom. The lecturer heſitated a mo- 
ment, when Raſſelas put a purſe of gold 
into his hand, which he received with 
a mixture of joy and wonder, | 


ce ] have found, faid the prince, at his 
return to Imlac, a man who can teach 


all that is neceſſary to be known, who, 


from the unſhaken throne of rational for- 
titude, looks down on the ſcenes of life 
changing beneath him. He ſpeaks, and 
attention watches his lips. He reaſons, 
and conviction cloſes his periods. This 
man ſhall be my future guide: I will 
learn his doctrines, and imitate his life.“ 


« Be not too haſty, ſaid Imlac, to 
truſt, or to admire, the teachers of mo- 
rality : they diſcourſe like angels, but 
they live like men.” 

Raſſelas, who could not conceive how 
any man could reaſon ſo forcibly without 
SE: feeling 


PRINCE OF ABIS SINIA. 119 
feeling the cogency of his own argu- 
ments, paid his viſit in a few days, and 

| was denied admiſſion, He had now 
learned the power of money, and made 
his way by a piece of gold to the inner 
apartment, where he found the philoſo- 
pher in a room half darkened, with his 
eyes miſty, and his face pale. © Sir, 
ſaid he, you are come at a time when 
all human friendſhip is uſeleſs; what 
I ſuffer cannot be remedied, what I 
have loſt cannot be ſupplied. My 
daughter, my only davghter, from 
whoſe tenderneſs I expected all the 
comforts of my age, died laſt night of 
a fever. My views, my purpoſes, my 
hopes are at an end: I am now a lonely 
being diſunited from ſociety.” 

« Sir, ſaid the prince, mortality is an 
event by which a wiſe man can never be 
ſurpriſed: we know that death is always 

near, 
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near, and it ſhould therefore always be 
expected.” © Young man; anſwered 
the philoſopher, you ſpeak like one that 
has never felt the pangs of ſeparation.” 
« Have you then forgot the precepts, 
ſaid Raſſelas, which you ſo powerfully 
enforced? Has wiſdom no ſtrength to 
arm the heart againſt calamity? Con- 
ider, that external things are naturally 
variable, but truth and reaſon are al- 
ways the ſame.” © What comfort, 
ſaid the mourner, can truth and reaſon 
afford me? of what effect are they now, 
but to tell me, that my aahbter will 
not be reſtored?“ 


The prince, whoſe humtuſty would 
not ſuffer him to inſult miſery with re- 
proof, went away convinced of the emp- 
tineſs of rhetorical ſound, and the inef- 
ficacy of poliſhed periods'and * 


ſentences. | 
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H AP. XIX. 
A GLIMPSE OF PASTORAL LIFE. | 


E was Kill eager upon the ſame 

enquiry ; and having heard of a 
hermit, that lived near the loweſt cata- 
ract of the Nile, and filled the whole 
country with the fame of his ſanctity, 
reſolved to viſit his retreat, and enquire 
whether that felicity, which publick 
life could not afford, was to be found 
in ſolitude; and whether a man, whoſe 
age and virtue made him venerable, 
could teach any peculiar art of ſhun- 
ning evils, or enduring them ? ? 


Imlac and the princeſs agreed to ac- 
company him, and, after the neceſſary 
preparations, they began their. journey. 
Their way lay through the fields, where 

G ſhepherds 
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ſhepherds tended their flocks, and the 
lambs were playing upon the paſture. 
<« This, ſaid the poet, is the life which 
has been often celebrated for its inno- 
cence and quiet; let us paſs the heat of 
the day among the ſhepherds tents, and 
know whether all our ſearches are not 
to terminate in paſtoral ſimplicity.” 
The propoſal pleaſed them, and they 
induced the ſhepherds, by ſmall preſents 
and familiar queſtions, to tell their opi- 
nion of their own ſtate : they were ſo 


rude and ignorant, ſo little able to com- 


pare the good with the evil of the oc- 


cupation, and ſo indiſtin in their nar- 


ratives and deſcriptions, that very little 
could be learned from them. But it vas 
evident that their hearts were cankered 
with diſcontent; that they conſidered 
themſelves as condemned to labour for 
the luxury of the rich, and looked up 

with 
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with ſtupid malevolence toward thoſe 


that were placed above them. 


The princeſs pronounced with vehe- 
mence, that ſhe would never ſuffer theſe 
envious ſavages to be her companions, 
and that ſhe ſhould not ſoon be deſirous 
of ſeeing any more ſpecimens of ruſtick 
happineſs ; but could not believe that 
all the accounts of primeval pleaſures 
were fabulous, and was yet in doubt, 
whether life had any thing that could 
be juſtly preferred to the placid grati- 
fications of fields and woods. She 
hoped that the time would come, when, 
with a few virtuous and elegant com- 
panions, ſhe ſhould gather flowers 
planted by her own hand, fondle the 
lambs of her own ewe, and liſten, 
without care, among brooks and 
breezes, to one of her maidens read - 


ing i in the ſhade. 
G2 


RASS E LAZ, 


CHAP, XX. 


4 "THE DANGER OF PROSPERITY, 


N the next day they continued 

their journey, till the heat com- 
pelled them to look round for ſhelter, 
At a ſmall diſtance they ſaw a thick 
wood, which they no ſooner entered 
than they perceived that they were ap- 
proaching the habitations of men. The 
Thrubs were diligently cut away to open 
walks where the ſhades were darkeſt; 
the boughs of oppoſite trees were arti- 
ficially interwoven ; ſeats of flowery 
turf were raiſed in vacant ſpaces, anda 
rivulet, that wantoned along the fide 
of a winding path, had its banks ſome- 
times opened into ſmall baſons, and its 
ſtream ſometimes obſtructed by little 
- mounds” of ſtone heaped together to 


Increaſe its murmurs. FE, 
; They 
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They paſſed ſlowly through the 
wood, delighted with ſuch unexpected 
accommodations, and entertained each 
other with conjecturing what, or who, 
he could be, that, in thoſe rude and 
unfrequented regions, had leiſure and 
art for ſuch harmleſs luxury. 

As they advanced they heard the 
ſound of muſick, and ſaw youths and 
virgins dancing in the grove; and, go- 
ing ſtill further, beheld a ſtately palace 
built upon. a hill | ſurrounded with 
woods, The laws of eaſtern hoſpi- 
tality allowed them to enter, and the 
maſter welcomed them like a man li- 
beral and wealthy. ; 

He was ſkilful enough in appearances 
ſoon to diſcern that they were no com- 
mon gueſts, and ſpread his table with 


magnificence. The eloquence of Imlac 


Mo oO caught 
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eaught his attention, and the lofty cour- 
teſy of the princeſs excited his reſpect. 
When they offered to depart he entreat- 
ed their ſtay, and was the next day ſtill 
more unwilling to diſmifs them than 
before. They were eaſily perſuaded 


to ſtop, and civility grew up in time 


to freedom and confidence. 


The prince now ſaw all the domeſ. 


' ticks cheerful, and all the face of nature 


fmiling round the place, and could not 
forbear to hope that he ſhould find here 
what he was ſeeking ; but when he was 
congratulating the maſter upon his poſ- 
ſeſſions, he anſwered with a ſigh, My 
condition has indeed the appearance of 
happineſs, but appearances are deluſive. 
My proſperity puts my life in danger; 
the Baſſa of Egypt is my enemy, in- 
cenfed * by my wealth and popu · 
larity. 
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larity. I have been hitherto protected 
againſt him by the princes of the coun- 


t- try; but, as the favour of the great is 
It uncertain, I know not how ſoon my de- 
n fenders may be perſuaded to ſhare the 


plunder with the Baſſa. I have ſent 
my treaſures into a diſtant country, 
and, upon the firſt alarm, am prepared 
to follow them. Then will my enemies 
riot in my manſion, and enjoy the gar- 
dens which 1 have planted.” | 


| They all joined in lamenting his 
lange r, and deprecating his exile: and 
the princeſs was fo much diſturbed with 
the tumult of grief and indignation, 
that ſhe retired to her apartment. They 
continued with their kind inviter a few 
days longer, and then went forward to 
find the. hermit. e 


G4 


* —̃— — I, — 
—— * 
% „„ „„ „„ r — 1322 
„ „«%„%.ö0Wj) c 
a —— 3 


Ma 


e 


—— 


— — — —— —— — N | 
_— n 4 8 — 2 poo — * 8 _ - — 
— 22 — _ ⁵—U  — ² __—_ — — — 
8 > pw 7 2 r — 2 r — 


— 


— 


3 
: 

- 
oy + 
+ %8 
” * 
„ 
1 

By © 


| * 
EM 
- 
f * 
97 I 


128 'RASSELAS, 


CHF AP. XXI. 


"THE HAPPINESS. OF SOLITUDE. THE 
HERMIT' S HISTORY. 


1 came on the third day, by 

the direction of the peaſants, to 
the hermit's cell: it was. a cavern in 
the ſide of a mountain, over-ſhadowed 
with palm-trees; at ſuch a diſtance from 
the cataract, that nothing more was 
heard than a gentle uniform murmur, 
fuch as compoſed the mind to penſi ve 
meditation, eſpecially when it was aſſiſt- 


ed by the wind whiſtling among the 


branches. The. firſt rude eſſay of na- 
ture had been ſo much improved by 
human labour, that the cave contained 
ſeveral apartments appropriated to dif- 
ferent uſes, and often afforded lodging 
to travellers, whom darkneſs or tem- 


eſts happened to overtake. 
a * T he 
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Fhe hermit ſat on a bench at the door, 
to enjoy the coolneſs of the evening. 
On one ſide lay a book with pens and 
papers, on the other mechanical inſtru- 
ments of various kinds. As they ap- 
proached him unregarded, the princeſs 
obſerved that he had not the counte- 
nance of a man that had found, or could 


teach the way to happineſs. 


They ſaluted him with great reſpect, 
which he repaid like a man not unac- 
cuſtomed to the forms of courts. My 
children, ſaid he, if you haye loſt your 
way, you ſhall be willingly ſupplied 


_ with ſuch conveniencies for the night as 


this cavern will afford.. I have all that 


nature requires, and you will not ex- 


pect delicacies 1 in a hermit's cell.“ 


They thanked him, and, entering, 
werepleaſed with the neatneſs and regu- 
larity of the place. The hermit ſet fleſh, 


130 RAS S EL A 8, 


and wine before them, though he fed 
only upon fruits and water. His diſ- 
courſe was cheerful without levity, and 
pious without enthuſiaſm. He ſoon 
gained the eſteem of his gueſts, and 
the princeſs repented of her haſty 
cenſure. 


At laft Imlac began has: ec] do not 
now wonder that your reputation is fo 
far extended ; we have heard at Cairo 
of your wiſdom, and came hither to 
implore your direction for this young 
man and maiden in the choice of life.” 

© Fo him that lives well, anſwered 
the hermit, every form of life is good ; 
nor can I give any other rule for choice, 
than to remove from all apparent evil.” 
_ « He will remove moſt certainly from 
evil, ſaid the prince, who ſhall devote 
himſelf to that ſolitude which you have 
recommended by your example.“ 
5 « I have 
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e have indeed lived fifteen years in 
ſolitude, ſaid the hermit, but have no 
deſire that my example ſhould gain any 
imitators. In my youth I profeſſed 
arms, and was raifed by degrees to the 
higheſt military rank. I have traverſed 
wide countries at the head of my troops, 
and ſeen many battles and fieges, At 
laſt, being diſguſted by the preferments 
of a younger officer, and feeling that 
my vigour was beginning to decay, I 
reſolved to cloſe my life in peace, 
having found the world full of ſnares, 
diſcord, and miſery. I had once eſeaped 
from the purſuit of the enemy by the 
ſhelter of this cavern, and therefore 
choſe it for my final reſidence. I ein- 
ployed artificers to form it into cham- 
bers, and are it it with all that I was 
likely to want. | | 
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cc For ſome time after my retreat, I 
rejoiced like a tempeſt-beaten ſailor at 
his entrance into the harbour, - being 
delighted with the ſudden change of the 
noiſe and hurry of war to ſtillneſs and 
repoſe. When the pleaſure of novelty 
went away, I employed my hours in 
examining the plants which grow in the 
valley, and the minerals which I col- 
lected from the rocks, But that en- 
quiry is now grown taſteleſs and irk- 
ſome. T have been for ſome time un- 
ſettled and diſtracted: my mind is 
diſturbed with a thouſand perplexities 
of doubt, and vanities of imagination, 
which hourly prevail upon me, becauſe 
1 have no opportunities of relaxation 
or diverſion. I am ſometimes aſhamed 
to think that I could not ſecure myſelf 
from vice, but by retiring” from the 
N exerciſe 
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exerciſe of virtue, and begin to ſuſpect 
that I was rather impelled by reſent- 
ment, than led by devotion, into ſoli- 
tude. My fancy riots in ſcenes of folly, 
and I lament that I- have loſt ſo much, 


and have gained fo little. In folitude, 


if I eſcape the example of bad men, I 
want likewiſe the counſel and con- 
verſation of the good. J have been 
long comparing the evils with the ad- 


vantages of ſociety, and reſolve to re- 
turn into the world to-morrow. The 


life of a ſolitary man will be certainly 
miſerable, but not certainly devout.” - 


6 SF 6 


1 hey heard his reſolution with ſur- 
priſe, but after a ſhort pauſe, offered 


to conduct him to Cairo. He dug up 


a confiderable treaſure which he had 
hid among the rocks, and accompanied 
them to the city, on-which,- as he ap- 
proached it, he gazed with rapture. 
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CHAP. XXII. 


THE HAPPINESS OF A LIFE LED ACCORD- 
ING TO NATURE, | 


R* $SELAS went often to an aſſembly 
of learned men, who met at ſtated 
times to unbend their minds, and com- 
pare their opinions. Their manners 
were ſomewhat coarfe, but their con- 
verſation was inſtructive, and their diſ- 
putations acute, though ſometimes too 
violent, and often continued till neither 
controvertiſt remembered upon what 
queſtion they began. Some faults were 
almoſt general among them: every one 
was deſirous to dictate to the reſt, and 
every one was pleaſed to hear the genius 
or knowledge of another. depreciated. 


In this aſſembly Raſſelas was relating 
15 interview with the hermit, and the 
wonder 
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wonder with which he heard him cen 
ſure a courſe of life which he had fo 
deliberately choſen, and ſolaudably fol- 
lowed. The ſentiments of the hearers 
were various. Some were of opinion, 
that the folly of his choice had been 
juſtly puniſhed by condemnation to per- 
petual perſeverance. One of the young- 
eſt among them, with great vehemence, 
pronounced him an hypocrite. Some 
talked of the right of ſociety to the la- 
bour of individuals, and conſidered re- 
tirement as a deſertion of duty. Others 
readily allowed, that there was a time 
when the claims of the publick were 
fatisfied, and when a man might pro- 
perly ſequeſter himſelf, to review his 
life, and purify his heart. 


One, who appeared more affected 
with the narrative than the reſt, thougke 


it likely, that the hermit would, in a 
few 
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few years go back to his retreat, and, 
perhaps, if ſhame did not reſtrain, or 
death intercept him, return once more 
from his retreat into the world: © For 
the hope. of happineſs, ſaid he, is fo 
ſtrongly impreſſed, that the longeſt ex- 
perience is not able to efface it. Of the 
preſent ſtate, whatever it be, we feel, 
and are forced to confeſs, the miſery; 
yet, when the ſame ſtate is again at a 
diſtance, imagination paints it as de- 
firable. But the time will ſurely come, 
when deſire will be no longer our tor- 
ment, and no man ſhall be wretched 
but by his own fault.“ | 
« This, ſaid a philoſopher, who had 
heard him with tokens of great impa- 
tience, is the preſent condition of a 
wiſe man. The time is already come, 
when none are wretched but by their 
own fault. Nothing is more idle, than 
+ + g 1 
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to enquire after happineſs, which na- 
ture has kindly placed within our reach. 
The way to be happy is to live accord- 
ing to nature, in obedience to that uni- 
verſal and unalterable law with which 
every heart is originally iinpreſſed; 
which is not written on it by precept, 
but engraven by deſtiny, not inſtilled 
by education, but infuſed at our nati- 
vity. He that lives according to nature 
will ſuffer nothing from the deluſions 
of hope, or importunities of deſire: 
he will receive and reject with equa- 
bility of temper; ; and act or ſuffer as 
the reaſon of things ſhall alternately 
preſcribe, Other men may amuſe. 
themſelves with ſubtle definitions, or 
intrieate ratiocinations. Let them learn 
to be wiſe by eaſier means: let them ob- 
ſerve the hind of the foreſt, and the lin- 
net of the grove: let them conſider the 

| He 
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life of animals, whoſe motions are regu- 
lated by inſtinct; they obey their guide 
and are happy. Let us therefore, at 
length, ceaſe to diſpute, and learn to 
live; throw away the incumbrance of 
precepts, which they who. utter them 
with ſo much pride and pomp do not 
underſtand, and carry with us this ſim- 
ple and intelligible maxim, That de- 
viation from nature is deviation n 
happineſs“. 95 
When he had AIAN he looked 
round him with à placid air, and en- 


joyed the conſciouſneſs of his on be · 


neficence. Sir, ſaid the prince, with 
great modeſty, as I, like all the reſt of 
mankind, am deſirous of felicity, my 


cloſeſt attention has been fixed upon 


your diſcourſe: I doubt not the truth of 


a poſition which a man ſo learned has fo 


confidently advanced. Let me only 
Know 
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know what it is to live according to 
nature,” CZ 
“When I find young men ſo hum- 

ble and ſo docile, faid the philoſopher, 
can deny them no information which 
my ſtudies have enabled me to afford. 
To live according to nature, is to ack 
always with due regard to the fitneſs 
ariſing from the relations and qualities 
of cauſes and effects; to concur with 
the great and unchangeable ſcheme of 
univerſal felicity ; to co-operate with 
the general diſpoſition and tendency of 
the preſent ſyſtem of things.” 

The prince ſoon found that this was 
one of the ſages whom he ſhould under- 
ſtand leſs as he heard him longer. He 
therefore bowed and was filent, and the 
philoſopher, ſuppoſing him ſatisfied, 
and the reſt vanquiſhed, roſe up and 
departed with the air of a man that had 
co- operated with the preſent ſyſtem. 
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e HAP. XXII. 


THE PRINCE AND HIS SISTER DIVIDE 
BETWEEN THEM THE WORK OF 
' QBSERVATION., : 


ASSELAS returned home full of 
reflections, doubtful how to direct 
his future ſteps. Of the way to hap- 
pineſs he found the learned and ſimple 
equally ignorant; but, as he was yet 
young, he flattered himſelf that he had 
time remaining for more experiments, 
and further enquiries. He commu- 
nicated to Imlac his obſervations and 
his doubts, but was anſwered by him 
with new doubts, and remarks that 
gave him no comfort. He therefore 
_ diſcourſed more frequently and freely 


with his luſter, who had yet the ſame 
e 
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hope with himſelf, and always aſſiſted 
him to give ſome reaſon why, though 
he had been hitherto fruſtrated, he 
might ſucceed at laſt, 


«© We have hitherto, ſaid ſhe, known 
but little of the world : we have never 
yet been either great or mean. In our 
own country, though we had royalty, 
we had no power, and in this we have 
not yet ſeen the private receſſes of do- 
meſtick peace. Imlac fayours not our 
ſearch, leſt we ſhould in time find him 
miſtaken. We will divide the taſk 
between us:. you ſhall try what is to 
be found in the ſplendour of courts, 
and I will range the ſhades of humbler 
life. Perhaps command and authority 
may be the ſupreme bleſſings, as they 
afford moſt opportunities of doing 

| good : 
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good: or, perhaps, what this world 
can give may be found in the modeſt 
habitations of middle fortune; too low 
for great deſigns, and too high for 
penury and diſtreſs.” | 
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— 


CHAP. XXIV. 
FHE PRINCE EXAMINES THE HAPPINESS 
1 or HIGH STATIONS, _ 
JI 4852L As applauded the deſign, 
and appeared next day with a 
ſplendid retinue at the court of the 
Baſſa. He was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for 
his magnificence, and admitted, as a 
prince whoſe curioſity had brought him 
from diſtant countries, to an intimacy 
with the. great officers, and frequent 
converſation with the Baſla himſelf. 


He was at firſt inclined to believe, 
that the man muſt be pleaſed with his 
own condition, whom all approached 
with reverence, and heard with obe- 
dience, and who had the power to ex- 
tend his edicts to a whole kingdom. 

„ 6 | cc There . 
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ce There can be no pleaſure, faid he, 
equal to that of feeling at once the joy 
of thouſands all made happy by wiſe 
adminiſtration. Yet, ſince, by the law 
of ſubordination, this ſublime delight 
can be in one nation but the lot of one, 
it is ſurely reaſonable to think, that 
there is ſome ſatisfaction more popular 
and acceſſible, and that millions tan 
hardly be ſubjected to the will of a ſin- 
gle man, only to fill his particular breaſt 
with incommunieable content.“ 


Theſe thoughts were often in his 
mind, and he found no ſolution of the 
difficulty. But as preſents and civilities 
gained him more familiarity, he found 
that almoſt every man who ſtood high 
in employment hated all the reſt, and 
was hated by them, and that their lives 
were a continual ſucceſſion of plots and 
| El detec- 
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detections, ſtratagems and eſcapes, 
faction and treachery, Many of thoſe 
who ſurrounded the Baſſa, were ſent 
only to watch and report his conduct; 
every tongue was muttering cenſure, 
and every eye was ſearching for a 
fault. 


At laſt the letters of revocation ar- 
rived, the Baſſa was carried in chains 
to Conſtantinople, and his name was 
mentioned no more. 


« What are we now to think of the 
prerogatives of power, ſaid Raſſelas to 
his ſiſter ; is it without any efficacy to 
good? or, is the ſubordinate degree 
only dangerous, and the ſupreme ſafe 
and glorious? Is the Sultan the only 
happy man in his dominions ? or, is 
the Sultan himſelf ſubject to the tor- 

II. ments 
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ments of ſuſpicion, and the dread of 
enemies?“ h 


In a ſhort time the ſecond Baſſa was 
depoſed. The Sultan, that had ad- 
vanced him, was murdered by the Ja- 
niſaries, and his ſucceſſor had other 
views and different favourites, 
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CHAP. XXV. 
THE PRINCESS PERSUES HER. ENQUIRY 


WITH MORE DILIGENCE THAN 
SUCCESS. 


Fm: princeſs, in the mean time, in- 
ſinuated herſelf into many fami- 
lies; for there are few doors, through 
which liberality, joined with good hu- 
mour, cannot find its way, The daugh- 
ters of many houſes were airy and cheer- 
ful, but Nekayah had been too long ac- 
cuſtomed to the converſation of Imlac 
and her brother to be much pleaſed 
with childiſh levity and prattle which 

had no meaning. She found their 
thoughts narrow, their wiſhes low, and 
their merriment often artificial, Their 

pleafures, poor as they were, could not 
be e pure, but were embittered 
H by 
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by petty competitions and worthleſs 
emulation. They were always jealous 
of the beauty of each other; of a qua- 
lity to which ſolicitude can add no- 
thing, and from which detraction can 
take nothing away. Many were in 
love with triflers like themſelves, and 
many fancied that they were in love 
| when in truth they were only idle. 
Their affection was fixed on ſenſe or 
virtue, and therefore ſeldom ended but 
| in vexation. Their grief, however, like 
their joy, was tranſient; every thing 
floated in their mind unconnected with 
| the paſt or future, ſo that one deſire 
| If eaſily gave way to another, as a ſecond 
ſtone caſt into the water effaces and 
confounds the circles of the firſt, 


With theſe girls ſhe played as with 
inolfenſire animals, and found them 
; * 


* + 
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proud of her countenance, and weary 
of her company. 


But her purpoſe was ; to examine more 
deeply, and her affability eaſily per- 
ſuaded the hearts that were ſwelling 
with ſorrow to diſcharge their ſecrets 
in her ear: and thoſe whom hope flat- 
tered, or proſperity delighted, often 
| courted her to partake their pleaſures. 
The princeſs and her brother com- 
monly met in the evening in a private 
ſummer-houſe on the bank of the Nile, 
and related to each other the occur- 
rences of the day. As they were fitting 
1 together, the princeſs caſt her eyes upon 
the river that flowed before her. © An- 
ſwer, ſaid ſhe, great father of waters, 
thou that rolleſt thy floods through 
eighty nations, to the invocations of the 
daughter of thy native king. Tell me 
208 1 os 
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if thou watereſt, through all thy courſe, 
a ſingle habitation from which thou doſt 
not hear the murmurs of complaint? 2 


ce You are then, ſaid Raſlelas, not 
more ſucceſsful | in Prigafe houſes than I 
have been in courts.” * I have, ſince 
the laſt partition of our provinces, ſaid 
_ the. princeſs, enabled myſelf. to enter 
familiarly into many families, where 
there was the faireſt ſhew of proſperity 
and peace, and know not one. houſe 
that is not haunted by ſome fury that 
deſtroys their quiet. : 


] did not ſeek eaſe among the poor, 
becauſe I concluded that there it could 
not be found. But I ſaw many poor, 
whom I had ſuppoſed to live in afflu- 
ence. Poverty has, in large cities, very 
different appearances: it is often con - 
cealed in ſplendour, and often in ex- 
| tlrravyagance. 
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travagance. It is the care of a very 
great part of mankind to conceal their 
indigence from the reſt : they ſupport 
themſelves by temporary expedients, 
and every day 1s loſt in contriving for 
the morrow. 

This, however, was an evil, which, 
though frequent, I ſaw with leſs pain, 
becauſe I could relieve it. Yet ſome 
have refuſed my bounties ; more of- 
fended with my quickneſs to detect = 
their wants, than pleaſed with my rea- 
dineſs to ſuccour them: and others, 
whoſe exigencies compelled them to - 
admit my kindneſs, have never been 
able to forgive their benefactreſs. Many, 
however, have been ſincerely grateful, 
without the oſtentation of gratitude, or 
the hope of other favours.” 


H4 
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CHAP. XXVI. 


THE PRINCESS CONTINUES HER REMARKS 
UPON PRIVATE LIFE. 


N EKAYAH perceiving her brother's 
attention fixed, proceeded in her 
narrative. . 

In families, where there is or is 
not poverty, there is commonly diſcord: 
if a kingdom be, as Imlac tells us, a 
great family, a family likewiſe is a little 
kingdom, torn with factions, and ex- 
poſed to revolutions. An unpractiſed 
obſerver expects the love of parents and 
children to be conſtant and equal; but 
this kindneſs ſeldom continues beyond 
the years of infancy: in a ſhort time 


the children become rivals to their 
parents: Benefits are allayed by re- 


proaches, and gratitude debaſed , by 
Envy. Es 
Parents 
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ee Parents and children ſeldom act in 
concert: each child endeavours to ap- 
propriate the eſteem or fondneſs of the 
parents, and the parents, with yet leſs 
temptation, betray: each other to their 
children ; thus ſome place their confi- 
dence in the father, | and ſome in the 
mother, and by degrees, the a is 
filled with artifices and feuds. 


Wh The ace. Ikon and pa- 
rents, of the young and the old, are na- 
turally oppoſite, by the contrary effects 
of hope and deſpondence, of expecta- 
tion and experience, without crime or 
folly on either ſide. The colours of 
life in youth and age appear different, 
as the face of nature in ſpring and win- 
ter. And how can children credit the 
aſſertions of parents, which their own 
eyes ſhow them to be falſe? ligt 
A « Few 
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Few parents act in ſuch a manner 
as much to enforce their maxims by the 
credit of their lives. The old man 
truſts wholly to flow. contrivance and 
gradual progreſſion: the youth expects 
to force his way by genius, vigour, and 
precipitance. The old man pays re- 
gard to riches,. and the youth, reve- 
rences virtue. The old man deifies 
prudence: the youth commits himſelf 
to - - magnanimity | and chance. The 
young man, who intends no ill, be- 
lieves that none is intended; and there! 
fore acts with openneſs and candour: 
but his father, having ſuffered the in- 
juries of fraud, is impelled to ſuſpect, 
and too often allured to practiſe it. 
Age looks with anger on the temerity 
of youth, and youth with contempt on 
the ſcrupuloſity of age. Thus parents 
and children, for the greateſt part, live 

| on 
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on to love leſs and leſs: and, if thoſe 
whom nature has thus cloſely united 
are the torments of each other, where 
fhall we look for tenderneſs and con- 


* 


folation?“ 
6e Surely, ſaid the prince, you * 
have been unfortunate in your choice 
of acquaintance : I am unwilling to 
believe, that the moſt tender of all 
relations is thus impeded in its effects 
by natural neceſſity “ = 
«© Domeſtick diſcord, anſwered ſhe, 
is not inevitably and fatally. neceſſary ; 
but yet it is not eaſily avoided, We 
ſeldom ſee that a whole family is vir- 
tuous : the good and evil cannot well 
agree; and the evil can yet leſs agree 
with one another: even the virtuous 
fall ſometimes to variance, when their 
virtues are of different kinds, and tend- 
— MS ing 
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ing to extremes. In general, thofe 
parents have moſt reverence who moſt 
deſerve it: for he that lives well can- 
not be deſpiſed. 

« Many other evils infeſt private life. 
Some are the ſlaves of ſervants whom 
they have truſted with their affairs, 
Some are kept in continual anxiety to 
the caprice of rich relations, whom 

| they cannot pleaſe, and dare not offend. 
Some huſbands are imperious, and ſome 
wives perverſe: and, as it is always 

more eaſy to do evil than good, though 
the wiſdom or virtue of one can very 
rarely make many happy, the folly or 
vice of one may often r b mi- 
ſerable.“ 5 615 


« If ſuch be the ahtictal effect of 
marriage, ſaid the prince, I ſhall, for 
the future, think it dangerous to con- 


- 5 nect 
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nect my intereſt with that of another, 
leſt I ſhould be ee by 2. yo 
ner's fault,” 


ce T have met, ſaid the princeſs, with 
many who live ſingle for that reaſon; 
but I never found that their prudence 
ought to raiſg envy. They dream 
away their time without friendſhip, 
without fondneſs, and are driven to rid 
themſelves of the day, for which they 
have no uſe, by childiſh amuſements, 
or vicious delights. | They act as beings 
under the conſtant ſenſe of ſome known 
inferiority, that fills their minds with 
rancour, and their tongues with cenſure. 
They are peeviſh at home, and male- 
volent abroad; and, as the outlaws of 
human nature, make it their buſineſs 
and their pleaſure to diſturb that ſociety 
which debars them from its privileges. 
To 


To live SVEN 8 or exciting 
ſympathy, to be fortunate without 
adding to the felicity of others, or 
afflicted without taſting the balm, of 
Pity, is a ſtate more gloomy than ſo- 
litude: it is not retreat, but excluſion 
from mankind. Marriage has many 
pains, but celibacy has no pleaſures.” | 


„ What then is to be done? ſaid 
Raſſelas; the more ve enquire, the 
leſs we can reſolve. Surely he is moſt 
likely to pleaſe himſelf that has no 
other inclination to regard. 


1 a 
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CHAP. XXVII. 
DISQUISITION UPON GREATNESS. | 


Mk converſation had a ſhort pauſe. 
The prince, having conſidered 

his ſiſter” 8 obſervations, told her, that 
ſhe had ſurveyed life with prejudice, 
and ſuppoſed miſery \ where ſhe did not 
ind „ narrative, ſays he, 
throws yet à darker gloom upon the 
proſpects of futurity: the predictions of 
Imlac were but faint ſketches of the 
eyils. painted by Nekayah. I have been 
lately convinced that quiet is not the 
daughter of grandeur, or of power: : 
that her preſence i is not to be bought by 
wealth, nor enforced by conqueſt. It 
is evident, that as any man acts in u 
wider compaſs, he muſt be more ex- 
poſed to oppoſition from enmity or 
miſcarriage from chance; whoever has 
many 
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many to pleaſe or to govern, muſt uſe 
the miniſtry of many agents, ſome of 


whom will be wicked, and ſome igno- 


rant; by ſome he will be miſled, and 
by others detrayed. If he gratifies one 
he will offend another: thoſe that are 
not favoured will think themſelves in- 
jured; and, ſince favours can be con- 
ferred but upon few, the greater num- 
ber will be always diſcontented.” 3 


The diſcontent, faid the We 
which is thus unreaſonable, 1 hope 


that I hall always have ſpirit to de- 


ſpiſe, and you, Power to repteſs.” 


* cc Diſcontent, anſwered Rafſelas, wi ill 


not always be without reaſon under the 


moſt juſt and vigilant adminiſtration of 


publick affairs. None, however at- 
tentive, can always diſcover that merit 
which indigence or faction may hap- 


* 
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pen to obſcure; and none, however 
powerful, can always reward it. Yet, 
he that ſees inferiour deſert advanced 
above him, will naturally impute that 
preference to partiality or caprice; and, 
indeed, it can ſcarcely be hoped that 
any man, however magnanimous by 
nature, or exalted by condition, will be 
able to perſiſt for ever in the fixed and 
inexorable juſtice of diſtribution: he 
will ſometimes indulge his own af- 
fections, and ſometimes thoſe of his fa- 
vourites; he will permit ſome to pleaſe 
him who can never ſerve him; he will 
. diſcover in thoſe whom he loves, quali- 
ties which in reality they do not poſſefs; 
and to thoſe, from whom he receives 
pleaſure, he will in his turn endeavour 
to give it. Thus will recommendations 
ſometimes prevail which were purchaſed 
by money, or by the more deſtructive 
Oy of flattery and ſervility. ; 


cc He 
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« He that has much todo will do 
ſomething wrong, and of that wrong 


muſt ſuffer the conſequences; and, if 
it were poſſible that he ſhould always 


act rightly, yet when ſuch numbers are 


to judge of his conduct, the bad will 
cenſure and obſtruct him by male- 
volence, and the good ſometimes by 


miſtake. 

The higheſt ations cannot there- 
fore hope to be the abodes of happineſs, 
which I would willingly belicve to have 


| fled from thrones and palaces to ſeats of 


humble. privacy and placid obſcurity. 


For what can hinder the ſatisfaction, 


or intercept the expectations, of him 
whoſe abilities are adequate to his em- 
ployments, who ſees with his own eyes 
the whole circuit df his influence, who 


chooſes by his own knowledge all whom 


he truſts, and whom none are tempted 
to deceive by hope or fear? Surely he 
NEE has 
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has nothing to do but to love and to be 
loved, to be virtuous and to be happy.” 


« Whether perfect happineſs would 
be procured by perfe& goodneſs, ſaid 
Nekayah, this world will never afford 
an opportunity of deciding. But this, at 
leaſt, may be maintained, that we do not 
always find viſible happineſs in propor- 
tion to viſible virtue. All natural, and 
almoſt all political evils, are incident 
alike to the bad and good: they are 
confounded in the miſery of a famine, 
and not much diſtinguiſhed in the fury 
«of a faction; they ſink together in a 
tempeſt, and are driven together from 
- their country by invaders. All that 
virtue can afford is quietneſs of con- 
- ſcience, a ſteady proſpect of a happier 
Nate; this may enable us to endure 
calamity with patience; but remember 
that patience muſt ſuppoſe pain.“ 


M Rr A , 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


RASSELAS AND NEKAYAH | CONTINUE 
THEIR CONVERSATION, 


cc | Þ ine, princeſs, ſaid Raſlelas, you 
fall into the common errours 
of exaggeratory declamation, by pro- 
ducing, in a familiar diſquiſition, ex- 
amples of national calamities, and 

| ſcenes of extenſive miſery, which are 
found in books rather than in the 
world, and which, as they are horrid, 
are ordained to be rare. - Let us not 
imagine evils which we do not feel, 
nor injure life by miſrepreſentations. 
1 canndt bear that querulous eloquence 
which threatens every city with a ſiege 
like that of Jeruſalem, that makes fa- 
mine attend on every flight of locuſts, 
and ſuſpends peſtilence on the wing of 


eat * that iſſues from the ſouth, 
cc On 


PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 163 


* On neceſſary and inevitable evils, 
which overwhelm kingdoms at once, 


all diſputation is vain : when they hap- 
pen they muſt be endured; But it is 


© 


evident, that theſe burſts of univerſal. 
diſtreſs are more dreaded than felt; . 


thouſands and ten thouſands flouriſh in 


youth, and wither in age, without the 


knowledge of any other than domeſtick 


evils, and ſhare the ſame pleaſures and | 


vexations, whether their kings are mild 


or cruel, whether the armies of their 


country perſue their enemies, or retreat 


before them. While courts are diſturbed 


with inteſtine competitions, and ambaſ- 


ſadors are negociating in foreign coun- 
tries, the ſmith ſtill plies his anvil, and 


the huſbandman drives his plow for- 


ward; the neceſſaries of life are re- 


quired and obtained; and the ſuc- 


ceſſive buſineſs of the ſeaſons continues 


to make its wonted revolutions. 


«Let 
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« Let us ceaſe to conſider what, 
perhaps, may never happen, and what, 
when it ſhall happen, will laugh at hu- 
man ſpeculation. We will not endea- 
vour to modify the motions of the ele- 
ments, or to fix the deſtiny of kingdoms. 
It is our buſineſs to conſider what be- 
ings like us may perform; each la- 
bouring for his own happineſs, by pro- 
moting within his circle, however nar- 
row, the happineſs of others. 


<« Marriage is evidently the dictate of 
nature; men and women are made to be 
companions of each other, and therefore 
I cannot be perſuaded but that marriage 5 
is one of the means of happineſs,” 


ec I know not, ſaid the princeſs, whe- 
ther marriage be more than one of the 
innumerable modes of human miſery. 
When 1 ſee and reckon the various 
forms of connubial: infelicity, the un- 
* 
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expected cauſes of laſting diſcord, the 
diverſities of temper, the oppoſitions of 
opinion, the rude colliſions of contrary 
deſire where both are urged by violent 
impulſes, the obſtinate conteſts of diſ- 
agreeable virtues, where both are ſup- 
ported by conſciouſneſs of good inten- 
tion, I am ſometimes diſpoſed to think 
with the ſeverer caſuiſts of moſt nations, 
that marriage is rather permitted than - 
approved, and that none, but by the in- 
ſtigation of apaſſion too much indulged, 
entangle themſelves with inan 
__” 
ce Youſeem to forget, replied Raſſelas, 
that you have, even now, repreſented 
celibacy as leſs happy than marriage. 
Both conditions may be bad, but they 
cannot both be worſt. Thus it happens 
when wrong opinions are entertained, - 
that they mutually deſtroy each other, 
and leave the mind open to truth.“ 
2 Rm 


ie NAS E EIA s. 
ce did not expect, anſwered the prin- 

ceſs, to hear that imputed to falſehood 
which is the conſequence only of frailty. 
To the mind, as to the eye, it is diffi- 
cult to compare with exactneſs objects 

vaſt in their extent, and various in their 
parts. Where we ſee or conceive the 
whole at once, we readily note the diſcri- 

minations, and decide the preference: 
but of two ſyſtems, of which neither 
can be ſurveyed by any human being in 
its full compaſs of magnitude and mul- 
tiplicity of complication, where i is the 
wonder, that judging of the whole by 

| parts, I am alternately affected by one 

| and the other as either preſſes on my 

memory or fancy? We differ from our- 

1 ſelves juſt as we differ from each other, 

| © when we ſee only part of the queſtion, 

1 „ "$a the wukcNarp relations of poli- | 
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ticks and morality ; but when we per- 
ceive the whole at once, as in numerical 
computations, all. agree in one judg- 


ment, and none ever varies his opinion.” | 


« Let us not add, ſaid the prince, W-, 
the other evils of life, the bitterneſs of 
controverſy, nor endeavour to vie with 
each other in ſubtilties ef argument. 
We are employed in a ſearch, of which 
both are equally to enjoy the ſuceeſs, or 
ſuffer by the miſcarriage, It is there- 
fore fit that we aſſiſt each other. You 
ſurely conclude too haſtily from the in- 
felicity of marriage againſt its inſtitu= : 
tion : will not the miſery of life prove, . 
equally that life cannot be the gift of 
heaven? The world muſt be En 
by marriage, or peopled without it.“ 

« How the world is to be peopled, 


returned Nekayah, is not my care, and 
I needs 
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needs n not be yours. I ſee. no danger 


that the preſent generation ſhould omit 
to leave ſucceſſors behind them: ve are 


not now Inquiring for Of world, but 


for ourſel ves.“ 


cc 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 


THE DEBATE OF MARRIAGE CONTINUED. 


cc 72 good of the whole, ſays 

Raſſelas, is the ſame with the 
good of all its parts. If marriage be 
beſt for mankind, it muſt be evidently 
beſt for individuals, or a permanent 
and neceſſary duty muſt be the cauſe 
of evil, and ſome muſt be inevitably 
ſacrificed to the convenience of others. 
In the eſtimate which you have made b 
of che two ſtates, it appears that the 
incommodities of a ſingle life are, in a 
oreat meaſure, neceſſary and certain, 
but thoſe of the conjugal ſtate acci- 
dental and avoidable, t 


« T cannot forbear to flatter myſelf, 
that prudence and beneyolence will 
"12: make 


m _RASSELA'S, 


make marriage happy. The general 

folly of mankind is the cauſe of general 
complaint. What can be expected but 
| diſappointment and repentance from a 
choice madein the immaturity of youth, 
in the ardour of deſire, without judg- 
ment, without foreſight, without in- 
quiry after conformity of opinions, ſi- 
milarity of manners, rectitude of judg- 
ment, or purity of ſentiment. 

e Such is the common proceſs of mar- 
riage. A youth or maiden meeting by 
chance, or brought together by artifice, 
exchange glances, reciprocate civilities, 
go home, and dream of one another. 
Having little to divert attention, or di- 
verſify thought, they find themſelves 
uneaſy when they are apart, and there- 
fore conclude that they ſhall be happy 
together. They marry, and diſcover 


what nothing but voluntary blindneſs 
g | before 


7 
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before had concealed ; they wear out 


life in altercations, and charge nature 
with cruelty. . 


3 


« From thoſe early marriages pro- 
ceeds likewiſe the rivalry of parents and 
children : . the ſon 1s eager to enjoy the 
world before the father is willing to for- 
fake it, and there is hardly room at once 
for two generations. The daughter be- 
gins to bloom before the mother can be 


content to fade, and neither can forbeay 


to wiſh for the abſence of the other. 
. < Surely all theſe evils may be avoid- 
edby that deliberation and delay which 
prudence preſcribes to itrevocable 
choice. In the variety and jollity of 


' youthful pleaſures life may be well 
enough ſupported without the help of 
a partner. Longer time will increaſe 
experience, and wider views will allow 


better opportunities of inquiry and ſe- 
5 ; 13 lection: 
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lection: one advantage, at leaſt, will 
be certain ; the parents will be viſibly 
older than their children.” 
What reaſon cannot collect, ſaid 
Nekayah, and what experiment has not 
yet taught, can be known only from 
the report of others. I have been told 
tha: late marriages are not eminently 
happy. This is a queſtion too import- 
ant to be neglected, and I have often 
propoſed it to thoſe, whoſe accuracy of 
remark, and comprehenſiveneſs of 
knowledge, made their ſuffrages worthy 
of regard. They have generally de- 
termined, that it is dangerous for a man 
and woman to ſuſpend their fate upon 
each other, at a time when opinions are 
fixed, and habits are eſtabliſhed ; when 
friendſhips have been contracted on 
both ſides, when life has been planned 


into method, and the mind has long 
| mrs 
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enjoyed the contemplation of its own 
proſpects. 


« It is ſcarcely poſſible that two tra- 
velling through the world under the 
conduct of chance, ſhould have been 
both directed to the ſame path, and it 
will not often happen that either will 
quit the track which cuſtom has made 
pleaſing. When the deſultory levity of 
youth has ſettled into regularity, it is 
ſoon ſucceeded by pride aſhamed to 
yield, or obſtinacy delighting to con- 
tend. And even though mutual eſteem 
produces mutual deſire to pleaſe, time 
itſelf, as it modifies unchangeably the 
external mien, determines likewiſe the 
direction of the paſſions, and gives an 
inflexible rigidity tothe manners. Long 
_ cuſtoms are not eaſily broken: he that 
attempts to change the courſe of his 
own lite, very often labours in vain; 

2 &- and 
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and how ſhall we do that for others, 
which we are ſeldom able to do for 
ourſelves : 2 | 


e n interpoſed the prince, 
you ſuppoſe the chief motive of choice 
forgotten or neglected. Whenever I 
ſhall ſeek a. wife, it ſhall be my firſt 
queſtion, whether ſhe be willing to-be 
led by reaſon | * 


Thus it is, ſaid Mekayah, that phi- 
loſophers are deceived. There are a 
thouſand familiar diſputes which reaſon 
never can decide; queſtions that elude 
inveſtigation, and make logick ridicu- 
lous ; caſes where ſomething. nuuſt be 
done, and where little can be ſaid. 
Conſider the ſtate of mankind, and in- 
quire how few can be ſuppoſed to act 
upon any occaſions, whether ſmall or 
great, with all the reaſons of action 
preſent to their minds. Wretched 

5 | would 
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would be the pair above all names of 
wretchedneſs, who ſhould be doomed to: 
adjuſt by reaſon, every morning, all the 
minute detail of a domeſtick day. 

«© Thoſe who marry at an advanced. 
age, will probably eſcape theencroachs 
ments of their children; but, in dimi- 
nution of this advantage, they will be 
likely to leave them, ignorant and help- 
leſs, to a guardian's mercy : or, if that 
ſhould not happen, they muſt at leaſt 
go out of the world before they ſee 
thoſe whom they love beſt either wiſe: 
or great. 1 . 

« From their children, i they have 
leſs to fear, they have leſs alſo to hope, 
and they loſe, without equivalent, the 
Joys of early love, and the convenience 
of uniting with manners pliant, and 
minds ſuſceptible of new impreſſions, 
which might wear away their diſſimili- 

E . 
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tudes by long cohabitation, as ſoft 


bodies, by continual attrition, conform 
their Turfaces to each other. | 


« T believe it will be found that thoſe 


who marry late are beſt pleaſed with 


their children, and thoſe who marry 
early with their partners.“ 
ce The union of theſe two affections, 


ſaid Raſſelas, would produce all that 
could be wiſned. Perhaps there is 


time when marriage might unite eat 


a time neither too early for the father, 
nor too late for the huſband.” 


« Every hour, anſwered the princeſs, 


confirms my prejudice in favour of the 
Poſition ſo often uttered by the mouth 


of Imlac, © That nature ſets her gifts on 


the right hand and on the left.“ Thoſe 
conditions, which flatter hope and at- 


tract deſire, are ſo conſtituted, that, as 
we 


PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 150 


we approach one, we recede from an- 
other. There are goods ſo oppoſed 


that we cannot ſeize both, but, by too 


much prudence, may paſs between them 
at too great a diſtance to reach either. 


This is often the' fate of long conſider- 


ation; he does nothing who endea- 


vours to do more than is allowed to 
humanity, Flatter not yourſelf with 
contrarieties of pleaſure. - Of the bleſF.- 
ings ſet before you make your choice, 
and be content. No man can taſte 
the fruits. of autumn while he is de- 
lighting his ſcent with the flowers of. 
the ſpring: no man can, at the ſame. 
time, fill his cup from the ſource and: 
from the mouth of the Nile.” 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


IMLAC ENTERS, AND CHANGES THE | 
- CONVERSATION. 


'ERE Imlac aw. and inter- 
rupted them. Imlac, ſaid Raſ- 
ſelas, I have been taking from the prin- 
ceſs the diſmal: hiſtory of private life, 
and am almoſt „ from fur- 
ther ſearch.” _ 


e Tt ſeems to me, faid Imlac, that 
while you are making the choice of life, 
you neglect to live. You wander about 
a ſingle city, which, however large and 
diverſified, can now afford few novel- 


ties, and forget that you are in a coun- 
try, famous among the earlieſt monar- 
chies for the power and wiſdom of its 
inhabitants; a country where the ſci- 

: "- Ences 


5 — 


* — ** 
2 , 


PRINCE OF ABISSINIA. 18x 


ences firſt dawned that illuminate the 
world, and beyond which the arts can- 
not be traced of civil ſociety or do- 
meſtick life. 3 

ee The old Egyptians have left be- 
hind them monuments of induſtry and 
power, before which all European mag- 
nificence is confeſſed to fade away. 
The ruins of their architecture are the 
ſchools of modern builders, and from 
the wonders which time has ſpared we 
may conjecture, though uncertainly, 
what it has deſtroyed. of 


te My curioſity, ſaid Raflelas, Hide: 
not very ſtrongly lead me to ſurvey” 
piles of ſtone, or mounds of earth; 
my buſineſs is with man. I came hi- 
ther not to meaſure fragments of tem- 
ples, or trace choaked aqueducts, but 
to look upon the various ſcenes of the 
preſent world.“ 


> \ 5 
$47 es —_—_ 3 
n 4208-1: : 


| 
n 
N 


i 3 I Te —— 
PPC I SELLS ne i to ES SEL 


& C r — , 
k ry 7 hos . * k 8 . bn 


4 
"8 
M * 
e 
WG 
* 
— 
3 . 
— 
. 


&. 
1 
of py 
To 
1 

5 75 


«© The 


— —ͤ—ũ4— —— — — — 


182 REASSEEL A'S, 


« The things that are now before us, 


ſaid the princeſs, require attention, and 


deſerve it. What have I to do with the 
heroes or the monuments of ancient 
times? -with times which never can re- 
turn, and heroes, whoſe form of life was 


different from all that the preſent con- 


dition of mankind requires or allows?“ 


© I Know any thing, returned the 
poet, we muſt know its effects; to ſee 
men we muſt ſee their works, that we 
may learn what reaſon has dictated, or 
paſſion has incited, and find what are the 
moſt powerful motives of action. To 
judge rightly of the preſent, we muſt 
oppoſe it to the paſt; for all judgment 
is comparative, and of the future no- 
thing can be known. The truth is, 
that no mind is much employed upon 
the preſent: recollection and anticipa- 


tion fill up almoſt all · our moments. 
ö Our 
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Our paſſions are joy and grief, love and 
hatred, hope and fear. Of joy and 
grief the paſt is the object, and the fu- 
ture of hope and fear; even love and 
hatred reſpect the paſt, for the cauſe 
muſt have been before the effect. 


ce The preſent ſtate of things is the 
conſequence of the former, and it is 
natural to inquire what were the ſources 
of the good that we enjoy, or the evil 
that we ſuffer. If we a& only for our- 
ſelves, to neglect the ſtudy of hiſtory is 
not prudent : if we are intruſted with 
the care of others, it is not juſt. Ig- 
norance, when it is voluntary, is crimi- 

nal; and he may properly be charged 
with evil who refuſed to learn how he 
might prevent it. 


ce There is no part of hiſtory o gene- 
rally uſeful as that which relates the 
progreſs of the human mind, the gra- 
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dual improvement of reaſon, the ſucceſ- 
ſive advances of ſcience, the viciſſitudes 
of learning and ignorance which are the 


light and darkneſs of thinking beings, 


the extinction and reſuſcitation of arts, 


and the revolutions of the intellectual 


world. If accounts of battles and in- 
vaſions are peculiarly the buſineſs of 
princes, the uſeful or elegant arts are 
not to be neglected; thoſe who have 
kingdoms to govern, have underſtand- 
ings to cultivate. 


«© Example is always more efficacious 
than precept. A ſoldier is formed in 
war, and a painter muſt copy pictures. 
In this, contemplative life has the ad- 
vantage: great actions are ſeldom ſee}, 
but the labours of art are always at 
hand for thoſe who defire to know what 
art has been able to perform. 
« When 
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ce When the eye or the imagination 
is ſtruck with any uncommon work, 
the next tranſition of an active mind is 
to the means by which it was perform- 
ed. Here begins the true uſe of ſuch 
contemplation ; we enlarge our com- 
| prehenſion by new ideas, and perhaps 


recover ſome art loſt to mankind, or 


learn what is leſs perfectly known in 
our own country, At leaſt we com- 
| pare our own with former times, and 
either rejoice at our improvements, or, 
what is the firſt motion towards good, 
diſcover our defects.“ 


« ] am willing, ſaid the prince, to ſee 
all that can deſerve my ſearch.” And 
I, ſaid the princeſs, ſhall rejoice to learn 
ſomething of the manners of antiquity.” 


«© The moſt pompous monument of 


Egyptian greatneſs, and one of the moſt 
bulky 
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bulky works of manual induſtry, ſaid 
Imlac, are the Pyramids; fabricks raiſ- 
ed before the time of hiſtory, and of 


which the earlieſt narratives afford us 


only uncertain traditions. Of theſe 
the greateſt is ſtill ſtanding very little 
injured by time.“ 

ce Let us viſit them to-morrow, ſaid 
Nekayah. I have often heard of the 
Pyramids, and ſhall not reſt, till I have 


feen them within and without with my 
own eyes.” 1 | 
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L 
THEY VISIT THE PYRAMIDS, 


HE reſolution being thus taken, 
they ſet out the next day. They 


laid tents upon their camels, being re- 


ſolved to ſtay among the Pyramids till 
their curioſity was fully ſatisfied. They 
travelled gently, turned aſide to every 
thing remarkable, ſtopped from time 
to time and converſed with the inhabit- 

ants, and obſerved the various appear- 
ances of rowns ruined and inhabited, 

of wild and cultivated nature. 1 


When they came to the great pyra- 
mid, they were aſtoniſhed at the extent 
of the baſe, and the height of the top. 
Imlac explained to them the principles 
upon which the pyramidal form was 

| choſen 
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the narrow entrance, anſwered the lady, 
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choſen for a fabrick intended to co- 
extend its duration with that of the 
world: he ſhewed that its gradual di- 
minution gave it ſuch ſtability, as de- 
feated all the common attacks of the 
elements, and could ſcarcely be over- 
thrown by earthquakes themſelves, the 
leaſt reſiſtible of natural violence. A 
concuſſion that ſhould ſhatter the py- 
ramid would threaten the diſſolution of 
the continent. | 


E hey meaſured all its dimenſions, 0 
pitched their tents at its foot. Next 


day they prepared to enter its interior 


apartments, and having hired the com- 
mon guides climbed up to the firſt paſ- 


ſage, when the favourite of the princeſs, 


looking into the cavity, ſtepped back 
and trembled. Pekuah, ſaid the prin- 
ceſs, of what art thou afraid?“ Of 


and 
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and of the dreadful gloom. I dare not 
enter a place which muſt ſurely be in- 
habited by unquiet ſouls. The original 
poſſeſſors of theſe dreadful vaults will 
ſtart up before us, and perhaps ſhut us 
in for ever.“ She ſpoke, and threw her 
arms round the neck of her miſtreſs. 
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ce If all your fear be of apparitions, 
ſaid the prince, I will promiſe you ſafe- 
ty: there is no danger from the dead; 
he that is once buried will be ſeen no 
more.” 
c That the dead are ſeen no more, 
ſaid Imlac, Iwill not undertake to main- 
rain, againſt the concurrent and unvaried 
teſtimony of all ages, and of all nations. 
There is no people, rude or learned, 
among whom apparitions of the dead 
are not related and believed. This opi- 
nion, which perhaps prevails as far as 
human nature is diffuſed, could become 
2 univerſal 
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univerſal only by its truth: thoſe, that 
never heard of one another, would not 
have agreed in a tale which nothing but 
experience can make credible. That 
it is doubted by ſingle cavillers, can 
very little weaken the general evidence; 
and ſome who deny it with their tongues 
confeſs it by their fears. 

« YetI do not mean to add new ter- 
rours to thoſe which have already ſeized 


upon Pekuah. There can be no reaſon 


why ſpectres ſhould haunt the pyramid 
more than other places, or why they - 
ſhould have power or will to hurt inno- 
cence and purity, Our entrance is no 
violation of their privileges; we can 
take nothing from them, how then can 
we offend them?“ 
My dear Pekuah, ſaid the We 
I will always go before you, and Imlac 
ſhall follow you. Remember that you 
are 
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are the companion of the princeſs of 
Abiſſinia.“ 

« If the princeſs is pleaſed that her 
ſervant ſhould die, returned the lady, 
let her command ſome death leſs dread- 
ful than encloſure in this horrid cavern. 
You know I dare not diſobey you : I 
muſt go if you command me ; but, if I 
once enter, I never ſhall come back.” 


The princeſs ſaw that her fear was 
too ſtrong for expoſtulation or reproof, 
and embracing her, told her that ſhe 
ſhould ſtay in the tent till their return. 
Pekuah was yet not ſatisfied, but en- 
treated the princeſs not to perſue ſo 
dreadful a purpoſe as that of entering 
the receſſes of the pyramid. © Though 
I cannot teach courage, ſaid Nekayah, 
J muſt not learn cowardice; nor leave 


at laſt undone what I came hither only 


to do.” 
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# CHA PEEK: 
| THEY ENTER THE PYRAMID. 
| | * deſcended to the tents, 
and the reſt entered the pyramid: 
i they paſſed through the galleries, ſur- 
| | 
1 veyed the vaults of marble, and ex- 
b amined the cheſt in which the body of 
A the founder is ſuppoſed to have been 
4 repoſited. They then ſat down in one 
4 of the moſt ſpacious chambers to reſt a 
| while before they arteſnpred to return. 
4 e We have now, ſaid Imlac, grati- | 
I fied our minds with an exact view of | 
4 the greateſt work of man, except the 
wall of China. ol, 
4 3 ä 
c Of the wall it is very eaſy to aſſign 
the motive. It ſecured a wealthy and | 


timorous nation from the incurſions of 
Bar- 
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Barbarians, whoſe unſkilfulneſs in arts 
made it eaſier for them to ſupply their 
wants by rapine than by induſtry, and 
who from time to time poured in upon 
the habitations of peaceful commerce, 


as vultures deſcend upon domeſtick 


fowl. Their celerity and fierceneſs 
made the wall neceſſary, and their ig- 
norance made it efficacious, 


cc But for the pyramids no reaſon has 


ever been given adequate to the coſt 
and labour of the work. The narrow- 
neſs of the chambers proves that it 
could afford no retreat from enemies, 
and treaſures might have been repoſited 
at far leſs expence with equal ſecurity. 
It ſeems to have been erected only in 


compliance with that hunger of imagi- 
nation which preys inceſſantly uponlife, - 
and muſt. be always appeaſed by ſome 
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employment. Thoſe who have already 
all that they can enjoy, muſt enlarge 
their deſires. He that has built for 
uſe, till uſe is ſupplied, muſt begin to 
build for vanity, and extend his plan 
to the utmoſt power of human per- 


formance, that he may not be ſoon 
reduced to form another wiſh. 


« I conſider this mighty ſtructure as 
a monument of the inſufficiency of hu- 
man enjoyments. A king, whoſe power 
15 unlimited, and whoſe treaſures ſur- 
mount all real and imaginary wants, is 
compelled to ſolace, by the erection of 
a pyramid, the ſatiety of dominion and 
taſteleſſneſs of pleaſures, and to amule- 
the tediouſneſs of declining life, by ſee- 
ing thouſands labouring without end, 
and one ſtone, for no purpoſe, laid upon 
another. Whoever thou art, that, not 

content 
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content with a moderate condition, 


imagineſt happineſs in royal magnifi- 
cence, and dreameſt that command or 


riches can feed the appetite of novelty 
with perpetual gratifications, ſurvey 


the pyramids, and confeſs thy folly l' 


K 2 


1 
8 
4 

4 2 
*. 
1 2 
53 
* 
5. 
I. 
. 

mw 
75 
£5 
U 
* 
5 
' 
N. 
12 
10 
7 
7 

WV? 
* 
i 

* 
1 
* 

bY 
_ 

2 
x 

A J. 
15 

* 
4 
7 
— 2 
* 

2 2 
% # 
3 

* 

- my 

4 . 
wo 

* 
76 

£ 

YR 
0 - 
1 ** 
"MF 
+ £0 
"= 
46 
2 
13 
1 

13 
3.8 

7 
2 


196 RAS s EL A s, 
i: 
CH 4P.. XIKN8. 


THE PRINCESS MEETS WITH AN UNEX- 
PECTED MISFORTUNE. 
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_—_ EY roſe up, and returned through 
the cavity at which they had 
entered, and the princeſs prepared for 
her favourite a long narrative of dark 
labyrinths, and coſtly rooms, and of 
the different impreſſions which the va- 
rieties of the way had made upon her. 
But when they came to their train, 
they found every one ſilent and deject- 
ed: the men diſcovered ſhame and fear 
in their countenances, and the women 
were weeping in the tents. 

What had happened they did not try 
to conjecture, but immediately inqui- 
red. © You had ſcarcely entered into 
the 
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the pyramid, ſaid one of the attend- 
ants, when a troop of Arabs ruſhed 


upon us: we were too few to reſiſt 


them, and too flow to eſcape. They 
were about to ſearch the tents, ſet us 
on our camels, and drive us along be- 
fore them, when the approach of ſome 
Turkiſh horſemen put them to flight; 
but they ſeized the lady Pekuah with 
her two maids, and carried them away: 
the Turks are now purſuing them by 


our inſtigation, but I fear they will not 


be able to overtake them.“ 
The princeſs was overpowered with 
ſurpriſe and grief. Raſſelas, in the firſt 
heat of his reſentment, ordered his ſer- 
vants to follow him, and prepared to 
perſue the robbers with his ſabre in his 
hand. „ Sir, ſaid Imlac, what can you 
hope from violence or valour ? the 
Arabs are mounted on horſes trained to 
1 battle 
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battle and retreat; we have only beaſts 
of burden. By leaving our preſent 
ſtation we may loſe the princeſs, but 
cannot hope to regain Pekuah.” 


In a ſhort time the Turks returned, 
having not been able to reach the ene- 
my. The princeſs burſt out into new 
lamentations, and Raſſelas could fcarce- 
ly forbear to reproach them with cow- 
ardice; but Imlac was of opinion, that 
the eſcape of the Arabs was no addition 
to their misfortune, for perhaps they 
would have killed their captives rather 
than have reſigned them, 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


THEY RETURN TO CAIRO WITHOUT 
PEKUAH, 


Eta was nothing to be hoped 

from longer ſtay. They returned 
to Cairo repenting of their curioſity, 
cenſuring the negligence of the govern- 
ment, lamenting their own raſhneſs 
which had neglected toprocure a guard, 
| imagining many expedients by which 
the loſs of Pekuah might have been 
prevented, and reſolving to do ſome- 
thing for her recovery, though none 
could find any thing proper to be done. 
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Nekayah retired to her chamber 
where her women attempted to comfort 
her, by telling her that all had their 
troubles, and that lady Pekuah had en- 
joyed much happineſs in the world for a 

| K 4 long 
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long time, and might reaſonably ex pect 
a change of fortune. They hoped that 
ſome good would befall her whereſoe ver 
ſhe was, and that their id would 
find another friend who might r | 
her place. | 


The princeſs wade thimn No 3 
and they continued the form of condo- 
lence, not much grie ved 1 in their 00 
that the favourite was loſt. bei doidw 


Next day the prinee preſented to the 
Bafſa a memorial of the wrong which 
he had ſuffered, ' and a petition for re. 
dreſs. The Baſſa threatened to puniff 
the robbers; but did nat attempt to 
catch them, nor indeed, could any ac- 
count or deſcription be given. by which 
he might direct the Perſuit. u vd of 
. It ſoon appeared that nothing would 
be done by authority. Governors, be- 

* l 
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ing accuſtomed to hear of more crimes 
than they can puniſh, and more wrongs 
than they can redreſs, ſet themſelves at 
eaſe by indiſcriminate negligence, and 
preſently forget the requeſt when they 
loſe fight of the petitioner. 


Imlac then endeavoured to gain ſome 
intelligence by private agents. He 
found many who pretended to an exact 
knowledge of all the haunts of the 
Arabs, and to regular correſpondence 
with their chiefs, and who readily un- 
dertook the recovery of Pekuah. Of 
theſe, ſome were furniſhed with money 
for their journey, and came back no- 
more; ſome were liberally paid for ac- 
counts which a few days diſcovered to 
be falſe. . But the princeſs would not 
ſuffer any means, however improbable,, 
to be left untried. While ſhe was do- 
ng . ſhe kept her hope alive. 

ler 1 A 
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As one expedient failed, another was 
ſuggeſted; when one meſſenger return- 
ed unſucceſsful, another was diſpatch- 
ed to a different quarter. 

Two months had now paſſed, and of 
Pekuah nothing had been heard; the 
hopes which they had endeavoured to 
raiſe in each other grew more languid, 
and the princeſs, when ſhe ſaw nothing 
more to be tried, ſunk down inconſo- 
lable in hopeleſs dejection. A thouſand 
times ſhe reproached herſelf with the 
eaſy compliance by which ſhe permitted 
her favourite to ſtay behind her. Had 
not my fondneſs, ſaid ſhe, leſſened my 
authority, Pekuah had not dared to talk 
of her terrours. She ought to have 
feared me more than ſpectres. A Oe 
look would have overpowered her ; 
peremptory command would have com- 


Fon abedience, Why did fooliſh in- 
a 
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dulgence prevail upon me? Why did 1 
not ſpeak, and refuſe to hear?” 

Great Princeſs, fd Imlac, do not 

con nfider that as Ms. | by dh 
evil has accidentally been cauſed. Your 
tenderneſs for the timidity of .Pekuah 
was generous and kind. When we act 
according to our duty, we commit the 
event to him by whoſe laws our actions 
are governed, and who will ſuffer none 
to be finally puniſhed for obedience. 
When, i in proſpect of ſome good, whe- 
ther natural or moral, we break the 
rules prefcribed us, we withdraw from 
the direction of ſuperior wiſdom, and 
take all conſequences upon ourſelves. 
Man cannot ſo far know the connexion 
of cauſes and events, as that he may 
venture to do wrong in order to do 


right. When we perſue our end by 
KS. lawful 


Mans — 2 
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lawful means, we may always con ſole 
our miſcarriage by the hope of future 
recompence. When we conſult only 
our own policy, and attempt to find a 


nearer way to good, by overleaping 


the ſettled boundaries of right and 
wrong, we cannot be happy even by 
ſucceſs, becauſe we cannot eſcape the 


conſciouſneſs of our fault: but, if we 


miſcarry, the diſappointment f is irre- 
mediably embittered. How comfort- 
leſs i is the ſorrow of him who feels at 


once the pangs of guilt, and the vexa- 
tion of calamity Which guile | has 
brought upon him ? C4 


ec Conſider, dia hag bal 


Ae e your condition, if the lady 


Pek uah had entreated to accompany 
you, and being compelled to ſtay in 


. the tents, had been carried away; or 
| 2 b 
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how would you have borne the thought, 
if you had forced her into the pyramid, 
and ſhe had died before you in aga- 
nies of terrour ?” 


« Had either happened, ſaid Ne- 
kayah, I could not have endured life 
till now: 1 ſhould have been tortured 
to madneſs by the remembrance, of 
ſuch cruelty, or muſt have pined away | 
in abhorrence of myſelf. 7 


« This at leaſt, ſaid Imlac, is = 
preſent; reward of virtuous conduct, 
thatno unlucky conſequence can lige 
us to repent i it. 
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CHAP. XXXIV, 


THE PRINCESS LANGUISHES FOR WANT 
OF PEK UAH. | 


EXAYAH being thus reconciled 
5 to herſelf, found that no evil is 
inſupportable but that which is accom- 
panied with conſciouſneſs of wrong. 
She was, from that time, delivered 
from the violence of tempeſtuous ſor- 
row, and ſunk into ſilent penſiveneſs 
and gloomy tranquillity. She ſat from 
morning to evening recollecting all 
that had been done or ſaid by her 
Pekuah, treaſured up with care every 
trifle on which Pekuah had ſet an ac- 
cidental value, and which might recal 
to mind any little incident or careleſs 
converſation, The ſentiments of her, 
whom ſhe now expected to ſee no 


more, 
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more, were treaſured in her memory as 
rules of life, and ſhe deliberated to no 
other end than to conjecture on any 
occaſion what would have been the 
opinion and counſel of Pekuah. 

The women, by whom ſhe was at- 
tended, knew nothing of her real con- 
dition, and therefore ſhe could not talk 
to them but with caution and reſerve. 
She began to remit her curioſity, having 
no great care to collect notions which 
the bad no convenience of uttering. 
Raſſelas endeavoured firſt to comfort, 
and afterwards to divert her; he hired 
muſicians, to whom ſhe ſeemed to liſten, 
but did not hear them, and procured 
maſters to inſtruct her in various arts, 
vhoſe lectures, when they viſited her 
again, were again to be repeated. She 

had loſt her taſte of pleaſure, and her 
ambition of excellence. And her mind, 7 
| though 
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though forced into ſhort excurſions, al- 
waysrecurred to the image of her friend: 

Imlac was every morning earneſtly 
enjoined to renew his inquiries, and was 
aſked every night whether he had yet 
heard of Pekuah, till not being able to 
return the princeſs the anſwer that ſhe 
defired, he was leſs and leſs willing to 
come into her preſence. She obſerved 
his backwardneſs, and commanded him 
to attend her. You are not, ſaid ſhe, 


to confound impatience with reſent- 


ment, or to ſuppoſe that I charge you 
with negligence, becauſe I repine at 
your unſucceſsfulneſs. I do not much 
wonder at your abſence ; 1 know thar 
the unhappy are never pleaſing, and that 
all naturally avoid the contagion of 


| miſery, To hear complaints is weari- 


ſome alike to the wretched and the hap- 


py ; for who would cloud, by adven- 


titious 
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titious grief, the ſhort gleams of gaiety 
which life allows us ? or who, that is 
ſtruggling under his own evils, will 
add to them the miſeries of another? 

be The time is at hand, when none 
ſhall be diſturbed any longer by the 
ſighs of Nekayah: my ſearch after hap- 
pineſs is now at an end. I am reſolved 
to retire from the world with alli its flat- 
teries and deceits, and will hide myſelf 
in ſolitude without any other care than 
to compoſe my thoughts, and regulate 
my hours by a conſtant ſucceſſion of in- 
nocent occupations, till, with a mind 
purified from all earthly deſires, I ſhall 
enter into that ſtate, to which all are 
haſtening, and in which I hope again ta 


enjoy the friendſhip of Pekuab.”” 


Do not entangle your mind, faid 
tans by irrevocable determinations, 


nor increaſe the burthen of life by a 
vnn 
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voluntary accumulation of miſery: the 


wearineſs of retirement will continue or 


increaſe when the loſs of Pekuah is for- 
gotten. That you have been deprived 


of one pleaſure, is no very good reaſon 
for rejection of the reſt.” 


&« Since Pekuah was taken FEI me, 
faid the princeſs, I have no pleaſure to 
reject or to retain. She that has no one 


to love or truſt has little to hope. She 
wantsthe radical principle of happineſs. 
We may, perhaps, allow that what fa- 


tisfaction this world can afford, muſt 
ariſe from the conjunction of wealth, 
knowledge, and goodneſs: wealth is no- 


thing but as it is beſtowed, and know- 
N ledge nothing but as it is communicat- 


ed: they muſt therefore be-imparted to 


others, and to whom could I now de- 


light to impart them? Goodneſs affords 
the only comfort which can be enjoyed 
without 
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without a partner, and goodneſs may 
be practiſed in retirement.” 


_« How far ſolitude may admit good- 
neſs, or advance it, I ſhall not, replied 
Imlac, diſpute at preſent. Remember 
the confeſſion of the pious hermit. 
You will wiſh to return into the world, 
when the image of your companion has 
left your thoughts.” That time, ſaid 
Nekayah, will never come. The gene- 
rous frankneſs, the modeſt obſequiouſ- 
neſs, and the faithful ſecrecy of my dear 
Pekuah, will always be more miſled, as 
I hall live longer to ſee vice and folly.” 

ce The ſtate of a mind oppreſſed with 

a ſudden calamity, ſaid Imlac, is like 
that of the fabulous inhabitants of the 
new created earth, who, when the firſt 
night came upon them, ſuppoſed that 
day would never return, When the 
clouds of ſorrow gather over us, we ſee 
<þ nothing 
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nothing beyond them, nor can imagine 
how they will be diſpelled: yet a new 
day ſucceeded to the night, and ſorrow 
is never long without a dawn of eaſe. 
But rhey who reſtrain themſelves from 
receiving comfort, do as the ſavages 


would have done, had they put out 


their eyes when it was dark. Our minds, 


like our bodies, are in |; continual flux ; 


ſomething is hourly loſt, and | ſomething 


acquired, To loſe much at once is in- 


convenient to either, but while the vital 
powers. remain uninjured, nature will 


And the means of reparation. Diſtance 


has the ſame effect on the mind as on 
the eye, and while we glide along the 
ſtream of time, whatever we leave be- 
hind us is always leſſening, and that 
which we approach inereaſing in magni- 
will grow muddy for want of motion: 
commit yourſelf again to the current of 
Be the 
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the world; Pekuah will vaniſh by de- 
grees; you will meet in your way ſome 
ether favourite, or learn to diffuſe your- 
ſelf in general converſation,” 


« At leaſt, ſaid the prince, do not 
deſpair before all remedies have been 
tried: the enquiry after the unfor- 
tunate lady i is ſill continued, and ſhall 
be carried on with yet greater dili- 
gence, on condition that you will pro- 
miſe to wait a year for the event, wirk- 
out any unalterable reſolution. 


Nekayah thought this a reaſonable 
demand, and made the promiſe to her 
brother, who had been adviſed by Im- 
lac to require. it. Imlac had, indeed, 
no great hope of regaining Pekuah, 
but he ſuppoſed, that if he could ſe- 
cure the interval of a year, the princeſs 
would be then in no danger of a 
cloiſter, e 
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CHAP, XXXV. 


PEKUAH IS STILL REMEMBERED, THE 
PROGRESS OF SORROW. 


EKAYAH, ſeeing that nothing was 
omitted for the recovery of her 
favourite, and having, by her pro- 
miſe, ſet her intention of retirement at 
a diſtance, began imperceptibly to re- 
turn to common cares and common 
pleaſures. She rejoiced without her 
own conſent at the ſuſpenſion of her 
ſorrows, and ſometimes caught herſelf 
with indignation in the act of turning 
away her mind from the remembrance 
of her, whom yet ſhe reſolved never to 
—_— 85 


She then appointed a certain hour of 
the day for meditation on the merits 
'I and 
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and fondneſs of Pekuah, and for ſome 
weeks retired conſtantly at the time 
fixed, and returned with her eyes 
ſwollen and her countenance clouded. 
By degrees ſhe grew leſs ſcrupulous, 
and ſuffered any important and preſſing 


avocation to delay the tribute of daily 


tears, She then yielded to leſs occa- 


ſions; ſometimes forgot what ſhe was 


indeed afraid to remember, and, at 
laſt, wholly releaſed herſelf from the 
duty of periodical affliction. 
Her real love of Pekuah was yet not 
diminiſhed. A thouſand occurrences 
brought her back to memory, and a 
thouſand wants, which nothing but the 
confidence of friendſhip can ſupply, 


made her frequently regretted. She, 


therefore, ſolicited Imlac never to deſiſt 
from enquiry, and to leave no art of 
intelli- 
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intelligence untried, that, at leaſt, ſhe 
might have the comfort of knowing 
that ſne did not ſuffer by negligence 
or ſluggiſnneſs. Vet what, ſaid ſhe, 
is to be expected from our perſuit of 


happineſs, when we find the ſtate of 
life to be ſuch, that happineſs itſelf is 


the cauſe . of miſery? Why ſhould we 
endeavour to attain that, of which the 
poſſeſſion cannot be ſecured? I ſhall 
henceforward fear to yield my heart to 
excellence, however bright, or to fond- 
neſs, however tender, leſt I ſhould loſe 
again what I have loſt in Pekuah.“ 
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CHAP. XXXVI. 


THE PRINCESS HEARS NEWS OF PEKUAH. 


N ſeven months, one of the meſſen- 


gers, who had been ſent away upon 
the day when the promiſe was drawn - 


from the princeſs, returned, after many 
unſucceſsful rambles, from the borders 
of Nubia, with an account that Pekuah 


was in the hands of an Arab chief, who 


poſſeſſed a caſtle or fortreſs on the ex- 
tremity of Egypt. The Arab, whoſe 
revenue was plunder, was willing to re- 


ſtore her, with her two attendants, for 


two hundred ounces of gold. 


The price was no ſubject of debate. 
The princeſs was in extaſies when ſhe 
heard that her favourite was alive, and 
might ſo cheaply be ranſomed. She 

. 1. N could 
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could not think of delaying for a mo- 
ment Pekuah's happineſs or her own, 
but entreated her brother to ſend back 
the meſſenger with the ſum required. 
Imlac being conſulted, was not very 
confident of the veracity of the relator, 
and was ſtill more doubtful of the 
Arab's faith, who might, if he were 
too liberally truſted, detain at once the 
money and the captives. He thought 
it dangerous to put themſelves in the 
power of the Arab, by going into his 
diſtrict, and could not expect that the 
Rover would ſo much expoſe himſelf 
as to come into the lower country, where 


he might be ſeized by the forces of the 
Baſſa. 


K difficult to negociate where nei- 
ther will truſt. But Imlac, after ſome 
deliberation, directed the mene to 


propoſe 
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propoſe that Pekuah ſhould be conduct. 
ed by ten horſemen to the monaſtery of 
St. Antony, vhich is ſituated in the de- 
ſerts of Upper-Egypt, where ſhe ſhould 
be met by the ſame number, and her 
| ranſom ſhould be paid. | 


Thar no time might be loſt, as they 
expected that the propoſal would not be 
refuſed, they immediately began their 
journey tothe monaſtery ; and, when they 
arrived, Imlac went forward with the 
former meſſenger to the Arab's fortreſs. 
Raſſelas was deſirous to go with them; 
but neither his ſiſter nor Imlac would 
conſent. The Arab, according to the 
cuſtom of his nation, obſerved the Jaws 
of hoſpitality with great exactneſs to 
thoſe who put themſelves into his power, 
and, in a few days, brought Pekuah 
with her maids, by eaſy Journies, to 
1 2 their 
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their place appointed, where receiving 
the ſtipulated price, he reſtored her 
with great reſpect to liberty and her 
friends, and undertook to conduct 
them back towards Cairo beyond all 
danger of robbery or violence, 


The princeſs and her fayourite em- 
braced: each other with tranſport too 
violent to be expreſſed, and went out 
together to pour the tears of tender- 
neſs in ſecret, and exchange profeſſions 
of kindneſs and gratitude. After a 
few hours they returned into the re- 
fectory of the convent, where, in the 
preſence of the prior and his brethren, 
the prince required of Pekuah the wes 
tory of her adventures. 
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CHAP. XXXVII. 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE LADY 
PEKUAH. 


oh AT) lian: RIES. and in what man- 

ner, I was forced away, ſaid 
Pekuah, your ſervants have told you. 
The ſuddenneſs of the event ſtruck me 
with ſurpriſe, and J was at firſt rather 
ſtupified than agitated with any paſſion 
of either fear or forrow, My confuſion 
was increaſed by the ſpeed and tumult 
of our flight, while we were followed by 
the Turks, who, as it ſeemed, ſoon de- 
ſpaired to overtake us, or were afraid 
of thoſe whom they made a ſhew of 
menacing, *' 


«© When theAtabs ſaw heinfolves out 
of danger they flackened their courſe, 
and as I was leſs haraſſed by external 


1 violence, 
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violence, I began to feel more uneaſineſs 
in my mind. After ſome time we ſtop- 
ped near a ſpring ſhaded with trees in 
a pleaſant meadow, where we were ſet 
upon the ground, and offered ſuch re- 
freſhments as our maſters were par- 
taking. I was ſuffered to ſit with my 
maids apart from the reft, and none at- 
tempted to comfort or inſult us. Here 
I firſt began to feel the full weight of 
my miſery. The girls ſat weeping in 
filence, and from time to time looked 
on me for ſuccour. I knew not to what 
condition we were doomed, nor could 
conjecture where would be the place of 
our captivity, or whence to draw any 
hope of deliverance. I was in the hands 
of robbers and ſavages, and had no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that their pity was 
more than their juſtice, or that they 
would forbear the gratification of any 
ardour 
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ardour of deſire, or caprice of cruelty. 
I, however, kiſſed my maids, and en- 
deavoured to pacify them by remarking, 
that we were yet treated with decency, 
and that, ſince we were now carried be- 


yond perſuit, there was no danger of 
violence to our lives. | 


ee When we were to be ſet again on 
horſeback, my maids clung round me, 
and refuſed to be parted, but I com- 
manded them not to irritate thoſe who 
had us in their power, We travelled 
the remaining part of the day through 
an unfrequented and pathleſs country, 


and came by moon-light to the fide of 


a hill, where the reſt of the troop was 
ſtationed. Their tents were pitched, 


and their fires kindled, and our chief 


was welcomed as a man much beloved 
by his dependants. 


4. «We 
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te We were received into a large tent, 
where we found women who had attend- 
ed their huſbands in the expedition. 
They ſet before us the ſupper which 
they had provided, and I eat it rather to 
encourage my maids, than to comply 
with any appetite of my own, When 
the meat was taken away, they ſpread 
the carpets for repoſe, I was weary, 
and hoped to find in ſleep that remiſſion 
of diſtreſs which nature ſeldom denies. 
Ordering myſelf therefore to be undreſt, 
I obſerved that the women looked very 
earneſtly upon me, not expecting, I ſup- 
poſe, to ſee me ſo ſubmiſſively attended. 
When my. upper veſt was taken off, 
they were apparently ſtruck with the 
ſplendour of my cloaths, and one of 
them timorouſly laid her hand upon the 
embroidery. She then went out, and, 
in a ſhort time, came back with another 
| woman, 
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woman, who ſeemed to be of higher 
rank, and greater authority. She did, 
at her entrance, the uſual act of reve- 
rence, and taking me by the hand, 
placed me in a ſmaller tent, ſpread witty 
finer carpets, where” I ſpent the * 
quietly with my maids. ' 

ce In the morning, as J was ſitting on 
the graſs, the chief of the troop came 
towards me. I roſe vp to receive him, 
and he bowed with great reſpect. “ II- 
luſtrious lady, ſfaid' he, my fortune is 
better than I had preſumed to hope; F 
ain told' by my women, that 1 have a. 
princeſs in my camp. ” Sir, anſwered 17 
your women have deceived thenfelves. 
and you; Fam not a princefs, but an 
unhappy ſtranger who intended ſbon to 
have left this country, in which I am 
now to be impriſoned for ever. © Who 
ever, or whenceſoever, you are, returned 
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the Arab, your dreſs, and that of your 
ſervants, ſhew your rank to be high, 

and your wealth to be great. Why 
ſhould you, who can ſo eaſily procure 
your ranſom, think yourſelf in danger 
of perpetual captivity? The purpoſe of 
my incurſions is to increaſe my riches, 
or, more properly, to gather tribute. 
The ſons of Iſhmael are the natural and 
hereditary lords of this part of the con- 
tinent, which is uſurped by late inva- 
ders, and low-born tyrants, from whom 
we are compelled to take by the.ſword 
what is denied to juſtice. The violence 


of war admits no diſtinction; the lance, | 


that is lifted at guilt and power, will 
ſometimes fall on innocence and gen- 
tleneſs.” | 


« How little, cas I, did I expe har 


yet it eng. have fallen upon 
me 177 . : 


80 + Misfor- 
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c Misfortunes, anſwered the Arab, 
ſhould always be expected. If the eye 
of hoſtility could learn reverence or 
pity, excellence like yours had been 
exempt from injury. But the angels 
of affliction ſpread their toils alike for 
the virtuous and the wicked, for the 
mighty and the mean. Do not be diſ- 
conſolate : I am not one of the lawleſs 
and cruel rovers of the deſert; I know 
the rules of civil life : I will fix your 
ranſom, give a paſſport to your meſ- 
ſenger, and perform my ſtipulation witly 
nice punctuality.” “ | 

e Tou will eaſily believe that I was 
pleaſed with his courteſy: and finding 
that his predominant paſſion was deſire 
of money, I began now to think my 
danger leſs, for I knew that no ſum 
would be thought too great for the 


releaſe of Pekuah. I told him, that he 
1 ſhould 
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ſhould have no reaſon to charge me 
with ingratitude, if I was uſed with 


kindneſs, and that any ranſom which 


could be expected for a maid of com- 
mon rank, would be paid; but that 
he muſt not perſiſt to rate me as a 
princeſs. He ſaid, he would conſider 
what he ſhould demand, and then 
ſmiling, bowed and retired. 

% Soon after the women came about 
me, each contending to be more offi- 
cious than the other, and my maids 
themſelves were ſerved with reverence. 
Wetravelled onward by ſhort journeys. 
On the fourth day the chief told me, 
that my ranſom muſt be two hundred 
ounces of gold ; which I not only pro- 
miſed him, but told him, that I would 
add fifty more, if I and my maids were 
honourably treated, 

| « I never 
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te J never knew the power of gold 
before. From that time I was the 
leader of the troop. The march of 
every day was longer or ſhorter as I 
commanded, and the tents were pitched 
where I choſe to reſt. We now had 
camels and other conveniences for tra- 
vel, my own women were always at my 
fide, and I amuſed myſelf with obſerv- 
ing the manners of the vagrant nations, 
and with viewing remains of ancient 
edifices, with which theſe deſerted 
countries appear to have been, in ſome 
diſtant age, laviſhly embelliſhed. 


« The chief of the band was a man 
far from illiterate: he was able to travel 
by the ſtars or the compaſs, and had 
marked, in his erratick expeditions, 
ſuch places as are moſt worthy the no- 
tice of a paſſenger. He obſerved to 
me, that buildings are always beſt pre- 

ſerved 
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ſerved in places little frequented, and 
difficult of acceſs: for, when once a 
country declines from its primitive 
ſplendour, the more inhabitants are 
left, the quicker ruin will be made. 


Walls ſupply ſtones more eaſily than 


quarries, and palaces and temples will 
be demoliſhed, to make ſtables of gra- 
nate, and cottages of porphyry. 
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CHAP. XXXVII 


THE ADVENTURES OF PEKUAH CON = 
| ; TINUED. 


E wandered about in this man- 

ner for ſome weeks, whether, 
as our chief pretended, for my gratifi- 
cation, or as I rather ſuſpected, for 
ſome convenience of his own. I en- 
deavoured to appear contented where 
ſullenneſs and reſentment would have 
been of no uſe, and that endeavour con- 
duced much to the calmneſs of my 


mind ; but my heart was always with 
Nekayah, and the troubles of the night 
much overbalanced the amuſements of 
the day. My women, who threw all 
their cares upon their miſtreſs, ſet their 
minds at eaſe from the time when they 
faw me treated with reſpect, and gave 
5 themſelves 


4 
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themſelves up to the incidental allevia- 
tions of our fatigue without ſolicitude 
or ſorrow. I was pleaſed with their 
pleaſure, and animated with their con- 
fidence. My condition had loſt much 
of its terrour, fince I found that the 
Arab ranged the country merely to get 
riches. Avarice is an uniform and 
tractable vice: other intellectual diſ- 
tempers are different in different con- 
ſtitutions of mind; that which ſooths 
the pride of one will offend the pride 
of another; but to the favour of the 
covetous there is a ready way; ng 
_— and RO iS nr 


hh - 4 +» wv 


our chief, a ſtrong and ſpacious bonſe 
built with ſtone in an iſland of the Nile, 
which lies, as I was told, under the tro- 
pick. „Lady, ſaid the Arab, you ſhall 


reſt after your journey a few weeks in 
this 
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this place, where you are to conſider 
yourſelf as ſovereign. My occupation 
is war: I have therefore choſen this ob- 
fcure reſidence, from which I can iſſue 
unexpected, and to which I can retire 
unperſued. You may now repoſe in ſe- 
curity: here are few pleaſures, but here 
is no danger.” He then led me into 
the inner apartments, and ſeating me on 
the richeſt couch, bowed to the ground. 
His women, who conſidered me as a 
rival, looked on me with malignity ; 
but being ſoon informed that I was a 
great lady detained only for my ranſom, 
they began to vie with each other in 
obſequiouſneſs and reverence. 

« Being again comforted with new 
aſſurances of ſpeedy liberty, I was for 
ſome days diverted from impatience by 
the novelty of the place. The turrets 
overlooked the "OITONE to a great diſ- 

tance, 
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tance, and afforded a view of many 
windings of the ſtream, In the day I 
wandered from one place to another, as 
the courſe of the ſun varied the ſplen- 
dour of the proſpect, and ſaw many 
things which I had never ſeen before. 
The crocodiles and river-horſes are 
common in this unpeopled region, and 
I often looked upon them with terrour, 
though I knew that they could not hurt 
me. For ſome time I expected. to ſee 
mermaids and tritons, which, as Imlac 
has told me, the European travellers 
have ſtationed in the Nile, but no ſuch 
beings ever appeared, and the Arab, 
when I enquired after them, laughed. 
at my credulity. 
e Ar night the Arab always 1 
me to a tower ſet apart for celeſtial ob- 
ſervations, where he endeavoured to 


teach me the names and courſes of the 
ſtars. 
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ſtars. I had no great inclination to this 
ſtudy, but an appearance of attention 
_ was neceſſary to pleaſe my inſtructor, 
who valued: himſelf for his ſkill; and, 
in a little while, I found ſome employ- 
ment requiſite to beguile the tediouſneſs 


of time, which was to be paſſed always 
amidſt the ſame objects. I was weary 


of looking in the morning on things 
from' which 'E had turned away weary 
in the evening: I therefore was at laſt 
willing to obſerve the ſtars rather than 


do nothing, but could not atways com- 
poſe my thoughts, and was very often 


thinking on Nekayah, when others ima- 
gined me contemplating the ſky. Soon 
after the Arab went upon another ex- 
pedition, and then my only pleaſure was 
to talk with my maids about the acci- 


dent by which we were carried away, 
and 
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and the happineſs that we _— 5 en- 
joy at the end of our captivity.“ 

ce There were women in your Arab's 
fortreſs, ſaid the princeſs, why did you 
not make them your companions, enjoy 
their converſation, and partake their di- 
verſions? In a place where they found 
buſineſs or amuſement, why ſhould you 
alone ſit corroded with idle melancholy? 
or why could not you bear, for a few 
months, that condition to which they 
were condemned for life??? 


ce The diverſions of the women, an- 
ſwered Pekuah, were only childiſh play 
by which the mind, accuſtomed to 
ſtronger operations, could not be. kept 
buſy. 1 could do all which they de- 
lighted in doing by powers merely 
ſenſitive, while my intellectual faculties 
were flown to Cairo. They ran from 


room to room as a bird hops from wire 


to 
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to wire in his cage. They danced for 
the ſake of motion, as lambs friſk in a 
meadow. One ſometimes pretended to 
be hurt, that the reſt might be alarm- 
ed; or hid herſelf, that another might 
ſeek her. Part of their time paſſed in 
watching the progreſs of light bodies 
that floated on the river, and part in 
marking the various forms into which 
clouds broke in the ſky, 


ee Their buſineſs was only needle- 
work, in which I and my maids ſome- 
times helped them; but you know that 
the mind will eaſily ſtraggle from the 
fingers, nor will you ſuſpect that capti- 
vity and abſence from Nekayah could 
receive ſolace from ſilken flowers. 


« Nor was much ſatisfaction to he 
hoped from their converſation: for of 
what could they be expected to talk? 
They had ſeen nothing; for they had 
2 lived 


AE, 
lived from early youth in that narrow 
ſpot: of what they had not ſeen they 
could have no knowled ge, for they could 
not read. They had no ideas but of 
the few things that were within their 
view, and had hardly names for any 
thing but their clothes and their food. 

As ] bore a ſuperiour character, I was 
often called to terminate their quarrels, 
which I decided as equitably as I could. 
If it could have amuſed me to hear the 
complaints of each againſt the Felt, - 1 
might have been often detained by long 
ſtories; but the motives of their animo- 
ſity were ſo ſmall that I could not liſten 
without intercepting the tale,” 


cc How, ſaid Raſſelas, can the Arab, 
whom you. repreſented as a man of 
more than common accompliſhments, 


take any pleaſure in his ſeraglio when 
it 
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it is filled only with women like theſe? 
Are they exquiſitely beautiful?“ 


They do not, ſaid Pekuah, want 
that unaffecting and ignoble beauty 
which may ſubſiſt without ſpritelineſs or 
ſublimity, without energy of thought or 
dignity of virtue. But to a man like 
the Arab ſuch beauty was only a flower 
caſually plucked and careleſsly thrown 
away. Whatever pleaſures he might 
find among them, they were not thoſe 
of friendſhip or ſociety. When they 
were playing about him he looked on 
them with inattentive ſuperiority: when 
they vied for his regard, he ſometimes 
turned away diſguſted. As they had 
no knowledge, their talk could take no- 
thing from the tediouſneſs of life: as 
they had no choice, their fondneſs, or 
appearance of fondneſs, excited in him 
neither pride nor gratitude; he was not 
exalted 
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exalted i in his own eſteem by the ſmiles 
of a woman who ſaw no other man, nor 
was much obliged by that regard, of 
which he could never know the ſince- 
rity, and which he might often perceive 
to be exerted, not ſo much to delight 

him as to pain a rival. That which he 
gave, and they received, as love, was 
only a careleſs diſtribution of ſuperflu- 
. ous time, ſuch love as man can beſtow 
upon that which he deſpiſes, ſuch as has 
neither hope nor fear, neither 3 Joy nor 


ſorrow.” 


« You have reaſon, lady, to think 
yourſelf happy, ſaid Imlac, that you 
have been thus eaſily diſmiſſed. How 
could a mind, hungry for knowledge, 
be willing, in an intellectual famine, 
to loſe ſuch a banquet as Pekuah' 8 


converſation 80 
« am 
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I am inclined to believe, anſwered 
Pekuah, that he was for ſome time in 
_ ſuſpenſe; for, notwithſtanding his pro- 
miſe, whenever I propoſed to diſpatch 
a meſſenger to Cairo, he found ſome 
excuſe for delay. While I was detain- 
ed in his houſe he made many incur- 
ſions into the neighbouring countries, 
and, perhaps, he would have refuſed 
to diſcharge me, had his plunder been 
equal to his wiſhes, He returned al-- 
ways courteous, related his adventures, 
delighted to hear my obſervations, and 
endeavoured to advance my acquaint- 
ance with theſtars. When I importuned 
him to ſend away my letters, he ſoothed 
me with profeſſions of honour and ſin- 
cerity ; and, when I could be no longer 
decently denied, put his troop again in 
motion, and left me to govern in his 
abſence. I was much afflicted by this 

M ſtudied 
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ſtudied procraſtination, and was ſome- 
times afraid that I ſhould be forgot- 
ten; that you would leave Cairo, and 


I muſt end my days in an iſland of the 
Nile. 


ee grew at laſt hopeleſs and dejected, 
and cared ſo little to entertain him, that 
he for a while more frequently talked 
with my maids, That he ſhould fall 
in love with them, or with me, might 
have been equally fatal, and I was not 
much pleaſed with the growing friend- 
ſhip. My anxiety was not long ; for, 
as I recovered ſome degree of cheerful- 
neſs, he returned to me, and I could 
not forbear to deſpiſe my former. un- 
ealineſs. | 


> He Rill delayed.to ſend for my ran- 
ſom, and would, perhaps, never have 
determined, had not your agent found 
0 
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his way to him. The gold, which he 
would not fetch, he could not reject 
when it was offered. He haſtened to 
prepare for our journey hither, like a 
man delivered from the pain of an in- 
teſtine conflict. I took leave of my 
companions in the houſe, who diſmiſſed 
me with cold indifference,” 


| Nekayah having heard hw favou- 
rite 's relation, roſe and embraced her, 
and Raſſelas gave her an hundred ounces 
of gold, which ſhe; preſented to the 
Arab for the fifty that were promiſed. 
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THE HISTORY OF A MAN OF LEARNING, 


"HEY returned to Cairo, and were 
ſo well pleaſed at finding them- 
ſelves together, that none of them went 
much abroad. The prince began to 
love learning, and one day declared to 
Imtac, that he intended to devote him- 
felf ro ſctence, and pafs the reft of _ 
days in literary ſolitude. 


© Before you make your final choice, 
anſwered Imlac, you ought to examine 
its hazards, and converſe with ſome of 
thoſe whoare grown old in the company 
of themſelves. I have juſt left the ob- 
ſervatory of one of the moſt learned 
aſtronomers in the world, who has ſpent 
forty years in unwearied attention to the 
motions 
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motions and appearances of the celeftial 
bodies, and has drawn out his foul in 


endleſs calculations. He admits a few 


friends once a month to hear his deduc- 
tions and enjoy his diſcoveries, I was 
introduced as a man of knowledge wor- 
thy of his notice. Men of various ideas, 
and fluent converſation, are commonly 
welcome to thoſe whoſe thoughts have 


been long fixed upon a ſingle point, 


and who find the images of other things 
ſtealing away. I delighted him with 
my remarks; he ſmiled at the narrative 
of my travels, and was glad to forget 
the conſtellations, and deſcend for a 
moment into the lower world. 

t On the next day of vacation I re- 
newed my viſit, and was ſo fortunate as 
to pleaſe him again, He relaxed from 
that time the ſeverity of his rule, and 
permitted me to enter at my own choice, 

M 3 I found 
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I found him always buſy, and always 
glad to be relieved. As each knew 
much which the other was defirous of 
learning, we exchanged our notions 
with great delight. I perceived that I 
had every day more-of his confidence, 
and always found new cauſe of admira- 
tion in the profundity of his mind. His 
comprehenſion is vaſt, his memory ca- 
pacious and retentive, his diſcourſe is 
methodical, and his expreſſion clear, 


His integrity and benevolence are 
equal to his learning. His deepeſt re- 
ſearches and moſt favourite ſtudies are 
willingly interrupted for any opportu- 
nity of doing good by his counſel or his 
_ riches. To his cloſeſt retreat, at his 
moſt buſy moments, all are admitted 
that want his aſſiſtance : . For though 
I exclude 1dleneſs and pleaſure, I will 
never, ſays he, bar my doors againſt 

charity. 
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charity. To- man is permitted the 
contemplation of the ſkies, but the 
practice of virtue is commanded.” 


- © Surely, ſaid the princeſs, this man 
is happy.” 

c] viſited him, ſaid Imlac, with more 
and more frequency, and was every time 
more enamoured of his converſation : 
he was ſublime without haughtineſs, 
courteous without formality, and com- 
municative without oſtentation. I was 
at firſt, great princeſs, of your opinion, 
thought him the happieſt of mankind, 
and often congratulated him on the 
bleſſing that he enjoyed. He ſeemed 
to hear nothing with indifference but 
the praiſes of his condition, to which 
he always returned a general anſwer, 


and diverted the converſation to ſome | 
other topick, 5 


M 4 40 Amidft 


nnr. 

« Amidſt this willingneſs. to be 
pleaſed, and labour to pleaſe, I had 
quickly reaſon to imagine that ſome 

- painful ſentiment preſſed uponhis mind. 
He often looked up earneſtly towards 
the ſun, and Jet his voice fall in the 
midſt of his diſcourſe, He would 
ſometimes when we were alone, gaze 
upon me in filence with the air of a 
man who longed to ſpeak what he was 
yet reſolved to ſuppreſs. He would 
often ſend for me with vehement in- 
junctions of haſte, though, when I 
came to him, he had nothing extra- 
ordinary to ſay. And ſometimes, 
when I was leaving him, would call 
me back, pauſe a few moments, and 


| then diſmiſs me. 
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CHAP. XL. 


THE ASTRONOMER DISCOVERS TRE 
CAUSE OF HIS UNEASINESS, 


T laft the time came when the ſe- 
| cret burſt his reſerve. We were 
ſitting together laſt night in the turret 
of his houſe, watching the emerſion of 
a ſatellite of Jupiter. A ſudden tempeſt 
clouded the ſky, and diſappointed our 
obſervation. We fat a while filent in 
the dark, and then he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to me in theſe words: „ Imlac, I 
have long conſidered thy friendſhip as 
the greateſt bleſſing of my life, Inte- 
grity without knowledge is weak and 
uſeleſs, andknowledgewithout integrity 
is dangerous and dreadful, I have 
found in thee all the qualities requiſite 
for truft, benevolence, experience, and 
M 5 fortitude, 
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fortitude. I have long diſcharged an 
office which I muſt ſoon quit at the call 
of nature, - and ſhall rejoice in the hour 
of imbecility and pain to devolve it 
upon thee.” 


e thought myſelf honoured by this 
teſtimony, and proteſted, that whatever 
could conduce to his happineſs would 
add likewiſe to mine.“ 


cc Hear Inilac, whit thou wit not 
without difficulty credit. I have poſ- 
ſeſſed for five years the regulation of 
weather, and the diſtribution of the ſea- 
ſons: the ſun has liſtened to my. dic- 
rates, and paſſed from tropick to tropick 
by my direction; the clouds, at my 
call, have poured their waters, and the 
Nile has overflowed at my command; 
I have reſtrained the rage of the dog- 


Rars, and mitigated the feryours of the 
Cr ab. 
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crab. The winds alone, of all the ele- 
mental powers, have hitherto refuſed 
my authority, and multitudes have pe- 
riſhed by equinoctial tempeſts, which I 
found myſelf unable to prohibit or re- 
ſtrain, I have adminiſtered this great 
office with exact juſtice, and made to 
the different nations of the earth an im- 
partial dividend of rain and ſunſhine. 
W hat muſt have been the miſery of half 
the globe; if I had limited the clouds to 
particular regions, or confined the ſun. 
to either ſide of the equator ?” 
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CHAP. XLI. 


THE OPINION OF THE ASTRONOMER 15 
EXPLAINED AND JUSTIFIED. 


* SUPPOSE he diſcovered in me, 
through the obſcurity of the 
room, ſome tokens of amazement and 
doubt, for, after a ſhort pauſe, he 
proceeded thus: 

«© Not to be eaſily credited will nei- 
ther ſurpriſe nor offend me ; for I am, 
probably, the firſt of human beings to 
whom this truſt has been imparted. 
Nor do I know whether to deem this 
diſtinction a reward or puniſhment ; 
ſince I have poſſeſſed it I have been far 
leſs happy than before, and nothing but 
the conſciouſneſs of good intention 
could have enabled me to ſupport the 
wearineſs of unremitted vigilance.” 

| © How 
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« How long, Sir, ſaid J, has this 
great office been in your hands? 

ce About ten years ago, ſaid he, my 
daily obſervations of the changes of the 
ſky led me to conſider, whether, if I 
had the power of the ſeaſons, I could 
confer greater plenty upon the inhabit- 
ants of the earth. This contemplation 
faſtened on my mind, and I fat days and 
nights in imaginary dominion, pouring 
upon this country and-that the ſhowers 
of fertility, and ſeconding every fall of 
rain with a due proportion of ſunſhine. 
I had yet only the will to do good, and 
did not imagine that I ſhould ever have 
the power. 

« One day, as I was looking on the 
fields withering with heat, I felt in my 
mind a ſudden wiſh that I could ſend 
rain on the ſouthern mountains, and 


raiſe the Nile to an inundation. In the 


hurry of my imagination I command- 
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ed rain to fall, and by comparing the 

time of my command, with that of the 

inundation, I found that the clouds had 
liſtened to my lips.“ 


« Might not ſome other cauſe, ſaid I, 
produce this concurrence ? the Nile 
does not always riſe on the ſame day.” 

« Do not believe, ſaid he with im- 
| patience, that ſuch objections could 
efcape me: I reaſoned long againſt my 
own conviction, and laboured againſt 
truth with the utmoſt obſtinacy. I 
ſometimes ſuſpected myſelf of madneſs, 
and ſhould not have dared to impart. 
this ſecret but to a man like you, ca- 
pable of diſtinguiſhing the wonderful 
from the impoſſible, and the incredible 
from the falſe.” 

ce Why, Sir, ſaid I, doy you call that 
incredible; which you know, or think 


you know, to be true? 
« Becauſe, 
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te Becauſe, ſaid he, I cannot prove it 
by any external evidence; and I know 
too well the laws of demonſtration to 
think that my conviction ought to in- 
fluence another, who cannot, like me, 
be conſcious of its force. IJ, therefore, 
ſhall not attempt to gain credit by dif- 
putation. It is ſufficient that I feel this 
power, that I have long poſſeſſed, and 
every day exerted it. But the life of 
man is ſhort, the infirmities of age in- 
creaſe upon me, and the time will ſoon 
come, when the regulator of the year 
muſt mingle with the duſt. The care 
of appointing a ſucceſſor has long diſ- 
turbed me; the night and the day have 
been ſpent in compariſons of all the 
characters which have come to my 
knowledge, and I have yet found none 
ſo YT as thyſelf, e 


256 RASSELAS, 
CH A-P. XLII. 
THE ASTRONOMER LEAVES IMLAC HIS 
/DIRECTIONS. 
EAR, therefore, what I ſhall im- 
part with attention, ſuch as the 
welfare of a world requires. If the tafk 
of a king be confidered as difficult, who 
has the care only of a few millions, to 
whom he cannot do much good or harm, 
what muſt be the anxiety of him, on 
whom depends the action of the ele- 
ments, and the great gifts of light and 
heat Hear me therefore with atten- 
tion. 


« I have Alias conſidered the 
poſition of the earth and ſun, and form- 
ed innumerable ſchemes in which 1 
changed their fituation. I have ſome- 
times turned aſide the axis of the earth, 
and ſometimes varied the ecliptick of 
the ſun : but I have found it impoſſible 
4 "0 
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to make a diſpoſition by which the 
world may be advantaged ; what one 
region gains, another loſes by an ima- 
ginable alteration, even without con- 
fidering the diſtant parts of the ſolar 
ſyſtem with which weare unacquainted. 
Do not therefore, in thy adminiſtration 
of the year, indulge thy pride by inno- 
vation; do not pleaſe thyſelf with 
thinking that thou canſt make thyſelf 
renowned to all future ages, by dif- 
ordering the ſeaſons, The memory of 
miſchief is no deſirable fame. Much 
leſs will it become thee to let kindneſs 
or intereſt prevail, Never rob other 
countries of rain to pour it on thine 
own. For us the Nile is ſufficient.” 
I promiſed, that when I poſſeſſed the 
power, I would uſe it with inflexible in- 
tegrity; and he diſmiſſed me, preſſing 
my hand.“ My heart, ſaid he, will 
be now at reſt, and my benevolence 
will 
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will no more deſtroy my quiet; I have 
found a man of wiſdom and virtue, to 
whom I can cheerfully bequeath the 
inheritance of the ſun.” 


'The prince heard this narration with 


very ſerious regard; but the princeſs 


ſmiled, and Pekuah convulſed herſelf 
with laughter, © Ladies, ſaid Imlac, 
to mock the heavieſt of human afflic- 


tions is neither charitable nor wiſe, 


Few can attain this man's knowledge, 
and few practiſe his virtues ; but all 
may ſuffer his calamity. Of the uncer- 
tainties of our preſent ſtate, the moſt 
dreadful and | alarming is the uncertain 
continuance of reaſon.” ; | 


_"The princeſs was recollected, and the | 
favourite was abaſhed, Raſſelas, more 
deeply affected, inquired of Imlac, 
whether he thought ſuch maladies of 


the mind frequent, and how they were 
contracted? i 
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* H AP. XILIII. 


THE DANGEROVS PREVALENCE OF IM A- 
GINATION, | 


0 D ISORDERS of intellect, anſwer- 
ed Imlac, happen much more 

often than ſuperficial obſervers will 
eaſily believe. Perhaps, if we ſpeak 
with rigorous exactneſs, no human mind 
is in its right ſtate. There is no man 
whoſe imagination does not ſometimes 
predominate over his reaſon, who can 
| regulate his attention wholly by his 
will, and whoſe ideas will come and go 
athis command. No man will be found 
in whoſe mind airy notions do not ſome- - 
times tyrannize, and force him to hope 
or fear beyond the limits of ſober pro- 
bability. All power of fancy over rea- 
ſon is a degree of inſanity; but while 
„ this 


| 
j 
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this power 1s ſuch as we can control 
and repreſs, it is not viſible to others, 
nor conſidered as any depravation of 
the mental faculties: it is not pro- 
nounced madneſs but when it becomes 
ungovernable, and apparently influ- 
ences ſpeech or action. 
To indulge the power of fiction, 
and ſend imagination out upon the 
wing, is often the ſport of thoſe who 
delight too much in ſilent ſpeculation. 
When we are alone we are not always 
buſy; the labour of excogitation is too 
violent to laſt long; the ardour of in- 
quiry will ſometimes give way to idle- 
neſs or ſatiety. He who has nothing 
external that can divert him, muſt find 
pleaſure in his own thoughts, and muſt 
Conceive himſelf what he is not; for 
who is pleaſed with what he is? He 
then * in boundleſs futurity, 
| - and 
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and culls from all imaginable condi- 
tions that which for the preſent mo- | 
ment he ſhould moſt defire, amuſes his 
deſires with impoſſible enjoyments, and 
confers upon his pride unattainable do- 
minion. The mind dances from ſcene 
to ſcene, unites all pleaſures in all com- 
binations, and riots in delights, which 
nature and fortune, with all their boun- 
ty, cannot beſtow. _ 

ee In time, ſome particular train of 
ideas fixes the attention, all other intel - 
lectual gratifications are rejected, the 
mind, in wearineſs or lejſure, recurs 


conſtantly to the favourite conception, 
and feaſts on the luſcious falſehood, 


whenever ſhe is offended with the bit- 
terneſs of truth. By degrees the reign 
of fancy | is confirmed; ſhe grows firſt 
imperious, and in time deſpotick. 

Then fictions Wein to operate as reali- 
ties, 
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ties, falſe opinions faſten upon the 
mind, and life paſſes in dreams of rap- 
ture or of anguiſh, 

e This, Sir, is one of the dangers of 
ſolitude, which the hermit has confeſſed 
not always to promote goodneſs, and 


the aſtronomer's miſery has proved to 
be not always propitious to wiſdom,” 


« ] will no more, ſaid the favourite, 
imagine myſelf the queen of Abiſſinia. 
I have often ſpent the hours, which the 
princeſs gave to my own diſpoſal, in 
adjuſting ceremonies and regulating 
the court; I have repreſſed the pride 
of the powerful, and granted the pe- 
titions of the poor; I have built new 
palaces in more happy ſituations, plant- 
ed groves upon the tops of mountains, 
and have exulted in the beneficence of 


royalty, till, when the princeſs entered, 
I had 
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I had almoſt forgotten to > bow down 
before her.” 


ce And I, ſaid the princeſs, will not 
allow myſelf any more to play the ſnep- 


herdeſs in my waking dreams. I have 
often ſoothed my thoughts with the 
quiet and innocence of paſtoral em- 
ployments, till I have in my chamber 
heard the winds whiſtle, and the ſheep 
bleat: ſometimes freed the lamb en- 


rangled in the thicket, and ſometimes 
with my crook encountered the wolf. 
J have a dreſs like that of the village 


maids, which I put on to help my ima- 
gination, and a pipe on which I play 
foftly, and ſuppoſe * followed by 
my flocks.” 


4 


ce will confeſs, ſaid the prince, an 
indulgence of fantaſtick delight more 
dangerous than yours. I have fre- 
| _ quently 
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quently endeavoured to image the poſ- 
ſibility of a perfect government, by 
which all wrong ſhould be reſtrained, 


all vice reformed, and all the ſubje&s 
_ preſerved in tranquillity and inno- 


cence. This thought produced innu- 
merable ſchemes of reformation, and 
dictated many uſeful regulations and 
ſalutary edits. This has been the 


ſport, and ſometimes the labour, of my 


ſolitude; and I ſtart, when I think 
with how little anguiſh I once ſup- 
poſed the death of my father and my 
brothers.” 


* Such, ſays are the etkects 


af viſionary ſchemes: when we firſt 
form them we know them to be abſurd, 
but familiarize them by degrees, and in 
_ time Joſe fight of their ſolly )“ 
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CHAP. XIIV. 
THEY DISCOURSE WITH AN OLD MAN. 


* E evening was now far paſt, and 

they roſe to return home. As 
they walked along the bank of the 
Nile, delighted with the beams of the 
moon quivering on the water, they ſaw 


at a ſmall diſtance an old man, whom 
the prince had often heard in the aſſem- 


bly. of the ſages. © Yonder, ſaid he, is 
one whoſe years have calmed his paſ- 
ſions, but not clouded his reaſon : let 
us cloſe the diſquiſitions of the night, 


by inquiring what are his ſentiments 


of his own ſtate, that we may know 

whether youth alone is to ſtruggle with 

vexation, and whether any better hope 
remains for the latter part of life.“ 

| N Here 
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Si the ſage approached and ſaluted 
them. They invited him to join their 
walk, and'prattled a while, as acquaint- 
ance that had unexpectedly met one an- 
Other. The old man was cheerful and 
talkative, and the way ſeemed ſhort in 
his company. He was pleaſed to find 
himſelf not diſregarded, accompanied 
them to their houſe, and; at the prince's 
requeſt; entered with them. They 
placed him in the feat of honour, and 
ſet wine and conſerves before him. 

Sir, ſaid the princeſs, an evening 
walk muſt give to a man of learning, 
like you, pleaſures which ignorance and 
youth can hardly conceive. You know 
the qualities and the cauſes of all that 

- you behold, the laws by which the river 
flows, the periods in which the planets 
perform their revolutions. Every thing 
muſt ſupply you with contemplation, 

and 
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and renew the conſciouſneſs of your 
own dignity.” 


« Lady, anſwered he, let the gay and 
the vigorous expect pleaſure in their 
excurſions ; it is enough that age can 
obtain eaſe. To me the world has loſt 
its novelty: I look round, and ſee what 
I remember to have ſeen in happier 
days. I reſt againſt a tree, and conſider, 
rhat in the ſame ſhade I once diſputed 
upon the annual overflow of the Nile 
with a friend who is now filent in the 
grave. I caſt my eyes upwards, fix 
them on the changing moon, and think 
with pain on the viciſſitudes of life, I 
have ceaſed to taxe much delight in phy- 
ſical truth; for what have I to do with 
. thoſe things which I am ſoon to leave?” 


« You may at leaſt recreate yourſelf, 
ſaid Imlac, with the recollection of an 
— N 


honour- 
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' * honourable and uſeful life, and enjoy the 


praiſe which all agree to give you.“ 
& Praiſe, ſaid the ſage, with a ſigh, 
is to an old man an empty ſound. I 
have neither mother to be delighted 
with the reputation of her ſon, nor wife 
to partake the honours of her huſband. 
I have outlived my friends and my rivals. 
Nothing is now of much importance; 
for I cannot extend my intereſt beyond 
myſelf. Youth is delighted with ap- 
plauſe, becauſe it is conſidered as the 
_ earneft of ſome future good, and be- 
cauſe the proſpect of life is far extended: 
but to me, who am now declining to 
decrepitude, there is little to be feared 
from the malevolence of men, and yet 
leſs to be hoped from their affection or 
eſteem. Something they may yet take 
away, but they can give me nothing. 
Ricks would now be ufeleſs, and high 
| | employ- 
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employment would be pain. My retro- 
ſpect of life recalls to my view many 
opportunities of good neglected, much 


time ſquandered upon trifles, and more 


loſt in idleneſs and vacancy. I leave 
many great deſigns unattempted, and 


many great attempts unfiniſhed. My 
mind is burdened with no heavy crime, 


and therefore I compoſe myſelf to tran« 
quillity; endeavour to abſtratt my 


thoughts from hopes and cares, which, 


though reaſon knows them to be vain, 
ſtill try to keep their old poſſeſſion of 
the heart; expect, with ſerene humility, 
that hour which nature cannot long 
delay; and hope to poſſeſs, i in a better 


ſtate, that happineſs which here I could 
not find, and that virtue which here I 


have not attained.” 


He roſe and went away, leaving his 
audience not much elated with the hope 
N N 3 
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of long life. The prince conſoled him - 


ſelf with remarking, that it was not 
reaſonable to be diſappointed by this 
account; for age had never been con- 
ſidered as the ſeaſon of felicity, and if 
it was poſſible to be eaſy in decline and 
weakneſs, it was likely that the days of 


vigour and alacrity might be happy: 
that the noon of life might be bright, 


if the evening could be calm. 
The res ſuſpected that age was 


| querulous and malignant, and delighted 


to repreſs the expectations of thoſe who, 


had newly entered the world. She had 


ſeen the poſſeſſors of eſtates look with 


envy on their heirs, and known many 
who enjoyed pleaſure no longer than 


they can confine it to themſelves. | 
Pekuah conjectured, that the man 


was older than he appeared, and was 


willing 
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willing to impute his complaints to de- 
lirious dejectian : or elſe ſuppoſed that 
he had been unfortunate, and was there- 
fore diſcontented : © For nothing, faid 
ſhe, is more common, than to call our 
own condition the condition of life,” 


| Imlac, who had no deſire to ſee them 
depreſſed, ſmiled at the comforts which 
they could ſo readily procure ta them- 
ſelves, and remembered, that at the fame 
age, he was equally confident of un- 
5 mingled proſperity, and equally fertile 
of conſolatory expedients. He forbore 
to force upon them unwelcome know- 
tedge, which time itſelf would too ſoon 
impreſs. The princeſs and her lady re- 
tired; the madneſs of the aſtronomer 
hung upon their minds, and they defired 
Imlac to enter upon his office, and delay 
| next morning the ang of the ſun. 
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CHAP. xl V. 


THE PRINCESS AND PEKUAH viSIT THE 
| ASTRONOMER, 1 


HE princeſs and Pekuah having 

© talked in private of Imlac's aftro- 

nomer, thought his character at once ſo 

amiable and ſo ſtrange, that they could 
not be ſatisfied without a nearer know- 

ledge; and Imlac was requeſted to fin 

the means of bringing them together. -5 


+. his: was s ſomewhat difculr; ; the phi: N 


„ =... 


from women, ae he lived i in a acity 
that had in it many Europeans who fol- 
lowed the manners of their own coun= 
tries, and many from other parts of the 
world, thatlived there with European | li- 


berth T he ladies would not be refuſed, 
CR - ob 
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and ſeveral ſchemes were propoſed: for 
the accompliſhment of their deſign. It 
was propoſed. to introduce them as 
ſtrangers in diſtreſs, to whom the ſage 
was always acceſſible; but, after ſome 
deliberation, it appeared, that by this 
artifice, no acquaintance could be 
formed, for their converſation would be 
ſhort, and they could not decently, im- 
portune him often. This, faid Raſ- 
ſelas, is true; but I have yet a ſtronger 
objection againſt the miſrepreſentation 
of your ſtate. I have always conſidered: 
it as treaſon againſt the great republick 
of human nature, to make any man's 
virtues the means of deceiving him 
whether on great or little occaſions. 
All impoſture weakens confidence, and 
chills benevolence. When the ſage 

finds that you are not what you ſeemed, 


he- will feel the reſentment natural to- a 
n N . man. 
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man who, conſcious of great abilities, 
diſcovers that he has been tricked by 
underſtandings meaner than his own, 
and, perhaps, the diſtruſt, which he 
can never afterwards wholly lay aſide, 
may ſtop the voice of counſel, and cloſe 
the hand of charity; and where will 
you find the power of reſtoring his be- 


nefactions to mankind, or his peace to 
Himſelf 2? 


To this no teply was attempted, and 
Imlac began to hope that their curioſity 
would ſubſide; but, next day, Pekuah 
told him, ſhe had now found an honeſt 
pretence for a viſit to the aſtronomer, 
for ſhe would ſolicit permiſſion to con- 
tinue under him the ſtudies in which 
the had been initiated by the Arab, and 
the princeſs might go with her either as 
a fellow-ſtudent, or becauſe a woman 
could not decently come alone. 1 
| am 
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am afraid, ſaid Imlac, that he will be | 
ſoon weary of your company : men ad- 
vanced far in knowledge do not love to 
repeat the elements of their art, and I am 
not certain that even of the elements, 
as he will deliver them connected with 
inferences, and mingled with reflec- 
tions, you are a very capable auditreſs.“ 
« That, ſaid Pekuah, muſt be my care: 
1 aſk of you only to take me thither. 
My knowledge is, perhaps, more than 
you imagine, it, and, by concurring 
always with his opinions, I 1 make 
him think it greater than it is. 


The aſtronomer; i in purſuance of this 
ee was told, that a foreign lady, 
travelling in ſearch of knowledge, had 
heard of his reputation, and was deſirous. 
to become his ſcholar. The uncommon- 
neſs of the propoſal raiſed at once his 
ſurpriſe and curioſity, and when, after a 

N 6 hort 
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ſnort deliberation, he conſented to ad- 
mit her; he could not ſtay without 
impatience till the next day. 


The ladies dreſſed themſelves magni- 
ficently, and were attended by Imlac to 
the aſtronomer, who was pleaſed to ſee 
himſelf approached with reſpect by per- 
ſons of ſo ſplendid an appearance. In 
the exchange of the firſt civilities he was 
timorous and baſhful; but when the 
talk became regular, he recollected his 
powers, and juſtified the character which 
Imlac had given. Inquiring of Pekuah, 
what could have turned her inclination 
towards aftronomy ? he received from 
her a hiſtory of her adventure at the 
pytamid, and of the time paſſed in the 
Arab's iſland, She told her tale with 
eaſe and elegance, and her conyerſation 

took poſſeſſion of his heart. The diſ- 


courſe was then turned to aſtronomy: 
| Pekuah 


1 
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Pekuah diſplayed what ſhe knew: he 


looked upon her as a prodigy of genius, 
and entreated her not to deſiſt from a 
ſtudy: which the had ſo happily begun. 


bes hey came again and again, and were 


every time more welcome than before. 


The ſage endeavoured to amuſe them, 
that they might prolong 1 their viſits, for 
he found his thaughts grow brighter in 
their company ; the clouds of ſolici- 
tude vaniſhed by degrees, as he forced 
himſelf to entertain them, and he 
grieved when he was left at their de- 
parture to his old employment of re- 
e the ſeaſons. 55 


The princeſs. and her favourite had 


now watched his lips for ſeveral months, 


and could not catch a ſingle word from 
vhich they could judge whether he con- 


tinued, or not, in the opinion of his 
| preter- 
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preternatural commiſſion. They often 
contrived to bring him to an open de- 
claration; but he eaſily cluded all their 
attacks, and on which ſide ſoever they 
preſſed him, eſcaped from them to ſome 
other topick. 

As their familiarity a. they 
invited him often to the houſe of Imlac, 
where they diſtinguiſhed him by extra- 
ordinary reſpect. He began gradually | 

to delight 1 in ſublunary pleafures. He 
came early, and departed late; labour- 
ed to recommend himſelf by affiduity 
and compliance; excited their curioſity 
after new arts, that they m 7 dig ht till 
want his aſſiſtance; and when key made 
any excurſion of pleaſure or inquiry, 
een to attend chem. WO 

"By long experience of his integrity 
and wiſdom, the prince and his fiſter 


vere convinced chat he might be truſted 
Tb 4 1 without 


- 
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without danger; and leſt he ſhould 
draw any falſe hopes from the civilities 
which he received, diſcovered to him 
their condition, with the motives of 
their journey; and required his opinion 
on the choice of life. 

«« Of the various conditions which the 
world ſpreads before you, which you 
ſhall prefer, ſaid the ſage, I am not able 
to inſtruct you. I can only tell that ! 
have choſen wrong. I have paſſed my 
time in ſtudy without experience; inthe 
attainment of ſciences whichcan, forthe 
moſt part, be but remotely uſeful to 
mankind, I have purchaſed knowledge 
at the expence of all the common com- 
forts of life : I have miſſed the endear- 
ing elegance of female friendſhip, and 
the happy commerce of domeſtick ten- 
derneſs. If I have obtained any prero- 
n above other ſtudents, they have 

been 
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been accompanied with fear, diſquiet, 
and ſcrupuloſity; but even of theſe pre- 
rogatives, whatever they were, I have, 
ſince my thoughts have been diverſified 
by more intercourſe with the world, 
begun to queſtion: the reality. When 
have been for a few days loſt in pleaſing 
difGpation, 1 am always tempted to 
think that my inquiries have ended i in 

errour, and that Lhave ſuffered much, 
and ſuffered it in vain.“ | 
. Imlac was delighted to find that the 
ſage's under ſtanding was breaking 
through its miſts, and reſolved to detain 
bim from the planets till he ſhould for- 
get his taſk of ruling them, and reaſon 
ſhould recover its, original ĩ influence. 
From this time the aſtronomer was re- 
ceived into familiar friendſhi ip, and par- 
took of all their projects and pleaſures: 
his reſpect * him attentive, and the 
_— 
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activity of Raſſelas did not leave much 
time unengaged. Something was al- 
ways to be done; the day was ſpent in 
making obſervations which furniſhed 
talk for the evening, and the evening 
was cloſed with a na for the mor- | 
row. | 
The ſage confeſſed to Imlac, that. 
Knics he had ' mingled in the gay tu= 
mults of life, and divided his hours by 
a ſucceſſion of amuſements, he found 
the. conviction of his authority over the 
| ſkies/fade gradually from his mind, and 
began to truſt leſs to an opinion which 
he never could prove to others, and 
which he now found ſubject to varia- 
tion, from cauſes in which reaſon had 
no part. « If F-am- accidentally left 
alone for a few hours, ſaid he, my in- 
veterate perſuaſion ruſhes upon my ſoul, 


* my thoughts are chained down by 
| ſome. 


j 
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ſome irreſiſtible violenee; but they are 
foon diſentangled by the prince's con- 
verſation, and inftantaneoufly releaſed 
at che entrance of Pekuals I am like 
a man habitually afraid of ſpectres, ho 
is ſet at eaſe by a lamp, and wonders at 
the dread which haraſſed him in the 
dark; yet, if his lamp be extinguiſned, 
feels again the terrours which he knows 
that when it is light he ſhall' feel no 
more. But I am ſometimes afraid leſt 
I indulge my quiet by criminal negli- 
gence, and voluntarily forget the great 
charge with which I am intruſted. If 
I favour myſelf j in a known- ns, or 
am determined by my own eale in a 
doubtful queſtion of this 6 
how dreadful is my crime!“ ? 

Sx No diſraſe of the imagination, an- 
ſuered Imlac, is 90 difficult-of eure, as 


that which is complicated wich the dread 
"i | — 
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of guilt: fancy and conſcience then act 
interchangeably upon us, and ſo often 


mift their places, that the illuſions of 


one are not diſtinguiſhed from the dic- 
tates of the other. If fancy preſents, 
images not moral or religious, the mind 
drives them away when they give it 
pain, but when melancholick notions 
take the form of duty, they lay hold 
on the faculties without oppoſition, be- 
cauſe we are afraid to exchude or ba- 


niſh. them. For this reaſon the ſuper- - 


ftirious are often melancholy, and the 
melancholy almoſt always ſuperſtitious. 


ce But do not let the fuggeſtions of 
timidity overpower your better reaſon : 
the danger of negle& can be but as the 
probability of the obligation, which. 
when you conſider it with freedom, 
you find very little, and that little 

a growing 
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growing every day leſs. Open your 
heart to the influence of the light, 
which, from time to time, breaks in 
upon you: when ſcruples importune 
you, which you in your lucid moments 
know to be vain, do not ſtand to parley, 
but fly to buſineſs or to Pekuah, and 
keep this thought always prevalent, 
that you are only one atom of the maſs 
of humanity, and have neither ſuch vir- 
tue nor vice, as that you ſhould be 
ſingled out for ſupernatural n or 
aten bf 


>. 
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HA., 


'THE PRINCE ENTERS, AND BRINGS A 
NEW TOPICK., 


ce Aru this, ſaid the aſtronomer, I 

have often thought, but my rea- 
ſon has been ſo long ſubjugated by an 
uncontrolable and overwhelming idea, 
that it durſt not confide in its own deci- 
ſions. I now ſee how fatally I betrayed 
my quiet, by ſuffering chimeras to prey 
upon me in ſecret; but melancholy 
ſhrinks from communication, and I 
never found a man before, to whom 1 
could impart my troubles, though I had 
been certain of relief. I rejoice to find 
my own ſentiments confirmed by yours, 
who are not eaſily deceived, and can 
have no motive or purpoſe to deceive. 
I hope that time and variety will diſſi- 
pate 
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Pate the gloom that has ſo long ſur- 
rounded me, and the latter part of my 
days will be ſpent in peace.“ 

« Your learning and virtue, ſaid Im- 
lac, may juſtly give you hopes.“ | 
Räaſſelas then entered with the princeſs 

and Pekuah, and inquired, whether they 
had contrived any new diverſion for the 
next day? Such, ſaid Nekayah, is 
the ſtate of life, that none are happy 
but by the anticipation of change : the 
change itſelf is nothing ; when we have 
made it, the next wiſh nis to change 
again. The world is not yet exhauſted; 
let me ſee c rer to-morrow which 
I never ſaw before.“ ; | 

cc Variety, aid Rats, is ſo . 
ſary to content, that even the happy val- 
ley diſguſted me by the recurrence of its 
luxuries; yet I could not forbear to 

reproach 
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reproach myſelf with impatience, when 
I ſaw the monks of St. Anthony ſupport, 
without complaint, a life, not of uni- 
form delight, but uniform hardſhip.” 

« Thoſe men, anſwered Imlac, are 
leſs wretched in their ſilent convent than 
the Abiſlinian princes in theirpriſon of 
pleaſure. Whatever is done by the 
monks is incited by an adequate and 
reaſonable motive. Their labour ſup- 
plies them with neceſſaries; it therefore 
cannot be omitted, and is certainly re- 
warded, Their devotion prepares them 
for another ſtate, and reminds them of 
its approach, while it fits them for it. 
Their time is regularly diſtributed ; 
-one duty ſucceeds another, fo that they 
are not left open to the diſtraction of 
unguided choice, nor loſt in the ſhades 
of liſtleſs inactivity. There is a certain 
taſk to be performed at an appropriated 
hour; and their toils are cheerful, be- 

cauſe 
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cauſe they conſider them as acts of 
piety, by which they are always ad- 
vancing towards endleſs felicity.” 

« Do you think, ſaid Nekayah, that 
the monaſtick rule is a more holy and 


| leſs imperfe& ſtate than any other? 


May not he equally hope for future 


happineſs who converſes openly with 


mankind, who ſuccours the diſtreſſed 
by his charity, inſtructs the ignorant by 


his learning, and contributes by his in- 


duſtry to the general ſyſtem of life; 
even though he ſhould omit ſome of 


the mortifications which are practiſed 


in the cloiſter, and allow himſelf ſuch 
harmleſs delights as his condition may 


place within his reach?“ 


This, ſaidT mlac, isa queſtion which 
has long divided the wiſe, and perplex- 


ed the good. I am afraid to decide on 


either part. He that lives well in the 
8 world 
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world is better than he that lives well 
in a monaſtery. But, perhaps, every 
one is not able to ſtem the temptations 
of publick life; and if he cannot con- 
quer, he may properly retreat. Some 
have little power to do good, and have 
likewiſe little ſtrength to reſiſt evil. 
Many are weary of their conflicts with 
adverſity, and are willing to eject thoſe 
paſſions which have long buſied them in 
vain. And many are diſmiſſed by age 
and diſeaſes from the more laborious 
duties of ſociety. In monaſteries the 
weak and timorous may be happily 
ſheltered, the weary may repoſe, and 
the penitent may meditate. Thoſe re- 
treats of prayer and contemplation have 
fomething ſo congenial to the mind of 
man, that, perhaps, there is ſcarcely 
one that does not purpoſe to Cloſe his 
life in pious abſtraction with a few 
aſſociates ſerious as himſelf,” 
15 3 ce Such, 
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« Such, ſaid Pekuah, has often been 

my wiſh, and I have heard the princeſs 
declare, that ſhe ſhould not OY 
die in a crowd. = 


« The liberty of uſing harmleſs plea- 
ſures, proceeded Imlac, will not be diſ- 
puted ; but it is ſtill to be examined 
what pleaſures are harmleſs. The evil 
of any pleaſure that Nekayah can image 
is not in the act itſelf, but in its conſe- 
quences. Pleaſure, in itſelf harmleſs, 
may become miſchievous, by endearing 
tous a ſtate which we know to be tran- 
Gent and probatory, and withdrawing 
our thoughts from that, of which every 
hour brings us nearer to the beginning, 
and of which no length of time will 
bring us to the end. Mortification is 
not virtuous in itſelf, nor has any other 
uſe, but that it diſengages us from 
the allurements of ſenſe. In the ftate 

| of 
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of future perfection, to which we all 
| aſpire, there will be pleaſure without 
danger, and ſecurity without reſtraint.” 

The princeſs was ſilent, and Raſſelas, 
turning to the aſtronomer, aſked him, 
whether he could not delay her retreat, 
by ſhewing her ſomething which the 
had not ſeen before? 


ce Your curioſity, ſaid the ſage, has 
been ſo general, and your purſuit of 
knowledge ſo vigorous, that novelties 
are not now very eaſily to be found: but 
what you can no longer procure from 
the living may be given by the dead. 
Among the wonders of this country 
are the catacombs, or the ancient re- 
poſitories, in which the bodies of the 
earlieſt generations were lodged, and 
where, by the virtue of the gums which 
embalmed them, they yet remain with- 
out corruption.” | BE ap 
O22 ²˙ cn 
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e know not, ſaid Raſſelas, what 
pleaſure the ſight of the catacombs can 
afford; but, ſince nothing elſe offered, 
I am reſolved to view them, and ſhall 
place this with many other things which 
I have done, becauſe I would do ſome- 
thing.” * 5 
They hired a guard of horſemen, and 
the next day viſited the catacombs. 
When they were about to deſcend into - 
the ſepulchral caves, Pekuah, ſaid the 
princeſs, we are now again invading the 
habitations of the dead; I know that 
you will ſtay behind; let me find you 
ſafe when I return.“ No, I will not 
be left, anſwered Pekuah; I will go 
down between you and the prince,” 
They then all deſcended, and roved 
with wonder through the labyrinth of 
ſubterraneous paſſages, where the bo- 
dies were laid in rows on either ſide. 
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© H A P. XLVIL. 
IMLAC DISCOURSES ON THE NATURE OF 
THE SOUL. 
c FX7HAT reaſon, ſaid the prince, 
can be given, why the Egyptians 
ſhould thus expenſively preſerve thoſe 


carcaſes which ſome nations conſume 


with fire, others lay to mingle with the 


earth, and all agree to remove from 
their ſight, as ſoon as decent rites can 
be performed?“ | 4 

c The original of ancient cuſtoms, 
ſaid Imlac, is commonly unknown; for 
the practice often continues when the 
cauſe has ceaſed; and concerning ſuper- 
ſtitious ceremonies it is vain to conjec- 
ture; for what reaſon did not dictate, 
_ reaſon cannot explain. I have long 


believed that the practice of embalming 
aroſe only from tenderneſs to the re- 


9 mains 
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mains of relations or friends, and to this 
opinion I am more inclined, becauſe it 
ſeems impoſſible that this care ſhould 
have been general: had all the dead 
been embalmed, their repofitories muſt 
in time have been more ſpacious than 
the dwellings of the living. I ſuppoſe 
only the rich or honourable were ſe- 
cured from corruption, and the reſt 
left to the courſe of nature. 


“But it is commonly ſuppoſed that 
the Egyptians believed the ſoul to live 
as long as the body continued undiſ- 
ſolved, and therefore tried this method 
of eluding death.“ 

„ Could the wiſe n ſaid E 

Nekayah, think ſo groſsly of the ſoul ? 
If the ſoul could once ſurvive its ſepa- 
ration, what could it afterwards receive 


or ſuffer from the body?“ 
N ce The 
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« The Egyptians would doubtleſs 
think erroneouſly, ſaid the aſtronomer, 
in the darkneſs of heatheniſm, and the 
firſt dawn of philoſophy, The nature 
of the ſoul is {till diſputed amidſt all 
our opportunities of clearer know- 
ledge : ſome yet ſay, that it may be 
material, who, nevertheleſs, believe it 
to be immortal.“ 

« Some, anſwered Imlac, have in- 
deed ſaid that the ſoul is material, but 
I can ſcarcely believe that any man has 
thought it, who knew how to think; 
for all the concluſions of reaſon enforce 
the immateriality of mind, and all the 
notices of ſenſe and inveſtigations of 
ſcience concur to prove the uncon- 
ſciouſneſs of matter. | 

« Tt was never ſuppoſed that cogita- 
tion is inherent in matter, or that every 
particle is a thinking being. Yet, if 

O 4 - 


2 , 
0 "_ 83 r ” * I n 
TY 8 Mia, AL... * 2 * rr * nm r ec. 
PP F P ˙ ˙—[»Ä td CT TP rey = 
* >. L 1 1 n S rr 


296 RASSELA'S 
any part of matter bedevoid of thought, 
what part can we ſuppoſe to think? 
Matter can differ from matter only in 
form, denſity, bulk, motion, and di- 
rection of motion: To which of theſe, 
however varied or combined, can con- 
ſciouſneſs be annexed? To be round 
or ſquare, to be ſolid or fluid, to be 
great or little, to be moved ſlowly or 
ſwiftly one way or another, are modes of 
material exiſtence, all equally alien from 
the nature of cogitation. If matter be 
once without thought, it can only be 
made to think by ſome new modifica- 
tion, but all the modifications which it 
can admit are equal}y av 
with cogitative powers.“ 125 
« But the materialiſts, ſaid the 
aſtronomer, urge that matter may have 
qualities with which we are unac- 


— 


. * 
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c He who will determine, returned 
Imlac, againſt that which he knows, 
becauſe there may be ſomething which 
he knows not ; he that can ſet hypo- 
thetical poſſibility againſt acknowledg- 
ed certainty, is not to be admitted 
among reaſonable beings. All that we 
know of matter is, that matter Is inert, 
ſenſeleſs, and lifeleſs ; and if this con- 
viction cannot be oppoſed but by refer 
ring us to ſomething that we know 
not, we have all the evidence that hu- 
man intelle& can admit. If that which 
is known may be over-ruled by that 
which is unknown, no being, not om- 


» 


niſcient, can arrive at certainty.” 
c Yet let us not, ſaid the aſtrono- 
mer, 00. arrogantly limit the Creator 8 

power 46: l ene 
© t is no limitation of omnipotence, 
replied the poet, to ſuppoſe that one 
thing 
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thing is not conſiſtent with another, 
that the ſame propoſition cannot be at 
once true and falſe, that the ſame num- 
ber cannot be.even and odd, that cogita- 
tion cannot be conferred on that which 
is created incapable of cogitation.“ 

ee T know not, ſaid Nekayah, any 
great uſe of this queſtion, Does that 
immateriality, which, in my opinion, 
you have ſufficiently proved, neceſſarily 
include eternal duration _ 


« Of immateriality, ſaid Imlac, our 
ideas are negative, and therefore obs 
ſcure. Immateriality ſeems to imply a 
natural power of perpetual duration as 
a conſequence of exemption from all 
cauſes. of decay : whatever periſhes is 
deſtroyed by the ſolution of its contex- 
ture, and ſeparation of its parts; nor 
can we conceive how that which has 

no 
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no parts, and therefore admits no ſo- 


jution, can be naturally corrupted or 


impaired.“ 
« I know not, ſaid Raſſelas, how to 
conceive any thing without extenſion ; 


what is extended mult have parts, and 
you allow, that whatever has parts 


may be deſtroyed.” 


« Conſider your own conceptions, 


replied Imlac, and the difficulty wil be 


leſs. You will find ſubſtance without 
extenſion. An ideal form is no leſs 
real than material bulk : yet an ideal 
form has no extenſion, It is no leſs 


certain, when you think on a pyramid, 
that your mind poſſeſſes the idea of a 
pyramid, than that the pyramid itſelf 
is ſtanding. What ſpace does the idea 
of a pyramid occupy more than the 
idea of a grain of corn? or how can 

either 


, 
f 
j 
| 


CE RL Bi EC ON CLE DT er BI: (6 La 


300 NAS SEG. 
either idea ſuffer laceration? As is the 
effect, ſuch is the cauſe: as thought, 
ſuch is the power that thinks; a power 
impaſſive and indiſcerꝑtible.“ 


« But the Being, ſaid N 
whom I fear to name, the Being which. 
made the ſoul, can deltroy it.“ 

ce He, ſurely, can deſtroy it, anſwer- 
ed Imlac, ſince, however unperiſhable, 
it receives from a ſuperiour nature its 
power of duration. That it will not 
periſh by any inherent cauſe of decay, - 
or principle of corruption, may be 
ſhewn by philoſophy ; but philoſophy 
can tell no more. That it will not be 
annihilated by him that made it, we muſt 
humbly learn from higher authority.” 


The whole aſſembly ſtood 5 
Glent and collected. Let us return, 
ſaid Raſſelas, from this ſcene of mor- 

tality. 
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tality. How gloomy would be theſe 
manſions of the dead to him who did 
not know that he ſhould never die; 
that what now acts ſhall continue its 
agency, and what now thinks ſhall 
think on for ever. Thoſe that lie here 
ſtretched before us, the Wiſe and the 
powerful of ancient times, warn us to 


remember the ſhortneſs of our preſent 


ſtate: they were, perhaps, ſnatched 
away while they were buſy like us in 
the choice of life.“ 

« To me, ſaid the princeſs, the choice 
of life is become leſs important; I hope 
hereafter 35 think only on che choice of 
eternity.“ 4 


They then haſtened out of the ca- 


verns, and, under the protection of 
their guard, returned to Cairo. 


- 


thony; where the Arab reſtored her to 


CHAP. XLVIII. 
THE CONCLUSION, IN WHICH NOTHING 
IS CONCLUDED. | 


T was now the time of the inunda- 
tion of the Nile : a few days after 
their viſit to the catacombs, the river 
began to riſe, | 
They were ts to their houſe, 
The whole region being under water 


gave them no invitation to any excur- 


ſions, and, being well ſupplied with ma- 
terials. for talk, they diverted them- 
ſelves with compariſons of the different 


forms of life which they had obſerved, 


and with various ſchemes of happi- 
neſs, which each of them had formed. 


Pekuah was never ſo much charmed 
with any place as the convent of St. An- 


the 
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the princeſs, and wiſhed only to fill it 
with pious maidens, and to be made 
prioreſs of the order: ſhe was weary of 
expectation and diſguſt, and would 
gladly be fixed in ſome unvariable ſtate, 


The princeſs thought, that of all 
ſublunary things, knowledge was the 
beſt : ſhe deſired firſt to learn all ſci- 
ences, and then purpoſed to found a 
college of learned women, in which ſhe 
would preſide, that, by converſing with 
the old, and educating the young, ſhe 
might divide her time between the ac- 
quiſition and communication of wiſdom, 
and raiſe up for the next age models of 
prudence, and patterns of piety. 


The prince deſired a little kingdom, 
in which he might adminiſter juſtice in 
his own perſon, and ſee all the parts of 
government with his own eyes; but he 

2 | could 


— 
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could never fix the limits of his domi - 


nion, and was always adding to the 
number of his ſubjects. 


Imlac and the aſtronomer were con- 
tented to be driven along the ſtream of 
life, without directing their courſe to 
any particular port, 

Of theſe wiſhes that they 0 formed 


they well knew that none could be ob- 
tained. They deliberated awhile what 


was to be done, and reſolved, when the 


inundation ſhould ceaſe, to return to 


